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Abstract

How to Speak about ‘Syudanjiketsu’ and the Location of Listeners
Sim, Jeong-myoung*

During the Battle of Okinawa about a third of the Okinawan civilian
population were killed. Especially in Kerama islands where U.S. forces
first landed, many civilians are killed/made to kill each other by so called
‘mass suicide (syudanjiketsu). Since the Japanese Ministry of Education
instructed publishers of school textbooks to alter descriptions of the ‘mass
suicide” including eliminating the references to the Japanese military’s
direct role, some survivors who had experienced or witnessed the mass
suicide’ began to break the silence of decades. Reading these testimonies,
this paper considers how ‘we’, separated from the event both by time and
space, can take this tragedic event as ‘our own experience. And trying to
answer this question, it also analyzes Oshiro Tatsuhiro's novel

Kamishima which is about how different speaking about ‘mass suicide’ is.

Key Words: ‘mass suicide’, Okinawa, Oshiro Tatsuhiro, Kamisima, testimony
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