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ABSTRACT

Analysis on the Judgment of the Supreme Court
on the Inquiry of the Real Facts and Punishment
of Those Responsible with Respect to the May

18 Democratic Movement

Min, Byoung-Ro
(Professor, Chonnam National University Law School)

Kim, Nam-Jin

esearcher, Institute for Legal Studies at Chonnam National Universi
74

The December 12 Military Coup was the beginning point of the tragic chain
of events, as a result of which Chun Doo-hwan and his followers seized
the power through the merciless massacre to oppress the May 18 democratic
movement. This paper focuses on the inquiry of the real facts of the
December 12 Military Coup and the May 18 Democratic Movement by
analyzing the judgments of Supreme Court, with an emphasis that the two
incidents were not separated but closely connected. The judgments were
the results of the Korean people's movement for the criminal prosecution
against those perpetrators of military coup and high treason. The unequivocal
judgments of Supreme court have profound meaning.

Firstly, the holdings establish that successful coup also can be punished
for its criminal nature. Secondly, the statue of limitations shall be tolled during
the obstacle period of prosecution. Thirdly, the extension measures of
emergency martial law to the whole country, establishment of martial defense
emergency committee, and cruel crackdown upon the demonstrators were
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carried out with the purposes of constitutional disorder and high treason.
Finally, manslaughter charges were finally confirmed with respect to order
of reentry operation on May 27.

Surely, this ruling has limitations, but also has significant meanings about
the truth of May 18 democratization and punishment of those responsible
to obstruct against malicious distortions.

Key Words : May 18 Democratic Movement, December 12 Military Coup,
Constitutional Disorder Crime, Emergency Martial Law,
Manslaughter Purposing Treason.



