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ABSTRACT

1980 May Gwangju, and The North Korea

- A critical review on the argument of

‘North korea intervention’ -

Kim, Hee-Song

esearch Professor, Chonnam National University 5-18 Institute
ly

This study, through the analysis of Rodong Shinmun of North Korea and
1980’s South Korea—North Korea relations, intends to ascertain the truth of
the argument of “North Korea intervention” on the May 18 Democratization
Movement.

On May 22nd, 1980, when the May 18 Democratization Movement was
intensifying as armed struggle, the high-level working conference for the
preparation of South-North Prime Minister conference was progressing in
Panmungak. The “South-North Dialogue in Korea” stating the mutual conference
talks at that time contains the actual and concrete status of 1980’s North
Korea-South Korea relations and the armed local attack cases of North Korea.
Taking a look at this “South-North Dialogue”, however, we can find out that
there were no cases of armed attack during the period of May 18 Democratization
Movement.

During the period of May 18 Democratization Movement, Rodong Shinmun
did not report as a consistent position on the ‘Gwangju uprising’ and, setting
aside the minute-to-minute relay, engrossed in just transporting delayed
news. Especially, with limitation to the one (1) month of May, 1980, we
can see that the report of Rodong Shinmun specifically focused on the
demonstration of “Seoul spring Democratization” rather than the “May 18
Democratization Movement”. We can confirm in this study that the report
of North Korea press and the arson of North Korea defector which were
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presented as a ground of the argument of North Korea intervention are an
ideological discourse in order to temporizing the truth of May 18 Democratization
Movement.

Key Words : May 18 Democratization Movement, 518 history distortion,
South-North Dialogue in Korea, Rodong Shinmun of North
Korea.



