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| Abstract |

Emotional Politics of Disaster and Sociology of
Commemoration

- For Social healing beyond the Medicalization of Emotions -

Kim, Myung-hee

This article tries to combine the methodology of social healing with the
theoretical reflections on the social commemoration phenomena that has
emerged as an important part of Korean political culture after the Sewol Ferry
disaster in 2014. This study points to the limits of the disaster politics which
exploits communal mourning as an opportunity for the medicalization, and
then explores an alternative explanation of the social commemoration
phenomena. Recent social theories that recognize the cognitive, evaluative,
and social character of emotions provide theoretical resources for reflecting
on the social commemoration phenomena from a historical perspective. Based
on these theories, this study reveals the sociological meaning of the social
commemoration phenomena in three dimensions. First, the commemoration
of social disaster is a right and a symbolic compensation for victims of human
rights violations. Second, the commemoration of a social disaster is a healing
process that restores social relations through memory, mourning, and the
communication of the truth. Third, the commemoration of a social disaster
can be a practical method of social healing by reflecting on the historical
causes of the disaster, and can be a means of both creating new social values
and solidarity.

Keywords : emotional politics of disaster, medicalization of emotions,
socialization of emotions, social healing, sociology of
commemoration



