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4. dlo)A 2] AAThe Goodness of Nations

o] BAIE & T Zeo] 1Ze}7] fl8f, SHEye] vk A 7d Fof] Z1HE
19 ¥ thE AZe] M)ne] 5 The Spectre of Comparisonss ] #FA=F
21 rlo)Ade] A4 The Goodness of Nations, o]2h= 225k BIAES 244
HEE o) o] A2 1991l U2 SRS A2 F71E ARl 7|9
W7t o] =8 25 T WHAA, vlo]Ade] FE(EAR ol W
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A5 ¥=v]2) 43 'the Future Perfect &2 Wjo]Xe] H44& HEshe 3
¥, F2 A2 UgE A3l 52 vt National Death?h= ©lF-2
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2006 :161)" - o] BleiM = Bo] FEZF 2 H Belvk It o3t 7l

S o9A siMeloF 7k AAISte] =} BlEo] HA ] Flo] Wol of
5}54 AR 18] AAAA B ﬂﬂ}ﬂ Al =RI=TI A 2=
Az glold = glvke A4S A s F fle o] a7y, of
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A2 JEE AE T /lvk ANA AR REE AR RS 9E &
At $EES AR AU AR =& vEFEEE B0 ofvzl, A iy
<A>S A5 A lE AolthAnderson, 1998: 367/ 742184},

AN & =, “dlolde] Al theh H$-of 9" thE ofd
ol Fol AAAY 2RI 5712 A ANA AR ol shARt
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Tl o8l 55 Tk ol Ak

el o3 SAE Qo] AAE vigshs FEl U] 9ol thalA
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Abstract

Getting out of Nation in the Nation

— Reflections on the Imagined Communities —

Lee, Yung-jin*

This essay is an attempt to read Benedict Anderson’s Imagined Communities,
which has already become a classic of study of nationalism, in the text
of “passion”. This work appropriates Anderson’s practical intervention in
the reality in the attempt to regain the future in the remnants of dreams
rather than simply regarding his work as a theory on the origin of nationalism.
Furthermore, in the current essay I attempted to break through the
theoretical predicament Anderson had faced by exploring its implications
on post—colonialism or images of dialectics.

Specifically, I try to investigate the above-mentioned issue by focusing
on the four key words, namely, ‘homogeneous, empty time’, “ghostly national
imaginings’, “the goodness of nation’, “angel of history’, which together
characterize the work by Anderson. Furthermore, I apply the four key
words in bringing a new light to the work of Shohei Ooka. Shohei Ooka’s
work is characterized by his critical perspective on why individual soldiers
drafted to the Imperial Japanese troops had to die meaninglessly and his
defiance of post-war years memorial service at the Yasukuni shrine, which
honors the dead of past war as “glorious spirits” that willingly gave their
life for the sake of the nation, as well as the Japanese government's euphemistic
reference to the sacrifice of the fallen soldiers as the cornerstone of
prosperity experienced in the postwar Japan.

In pursuit of a possibility to dismantle the boundary of nation inside
the nation in the reflection of the war experience without giving up the

goodness of Nation, Ooka attempted to refute the symbolic mourning of the

* Sogang University
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monumental culture sponsored by the nation-state, which pursued the
seamless continuity between the national heroes and their martyrs. Instead,
Ooka explored personal meanings of death to soldiers and revolutionaries
whose suffering was unilaterally imposed by the Japanese military and
government, during the war. The main contribution of the current essay
is to reinterpret the work by Ooka and explore its linkage to the work by
Anderson, who sought to find an image that tried to save the nation, and
to the work of W. Benjamin, who sought the source of authority to ascribe

all the stories and testimonies of all experience from the authority of the
dead.

Key Words : imagined communities, homogeneous empty time, ghostly national imaginings,
the goodness of nation, angel of history

<ZARL27N>
ol o]gxl
et A ik

ZAA-9-7A : ventose@hanmail net

=RET 0189 19 29
Anghad 018d 22 79
AR : 20189 22 202



