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Death Sentence for Ex-President Chun a Landmark for Korea

By SHERYL WuDUNN

SEQUL, South Korea, Aug, 26 —
Many South Koreans rejoiced and
some fumed today after a court sen-
tenced one former President to death
and another to 22 years in prison in a
landmark case that underscores how
far this country has come from the
era of military rule that the two men
represe.ated.

Those who complained about the
sentences said they were politically
motivated or unfair. But no one de-
nied the distance that South Korea
has traveled since its transition to a
civilian Government with a demo-
cratically elected President in 1893,

Chun Doo Hwan, who seized power
in a coup in 1979 and who was feted at
the Reagan White House in 1981, was
sentenced to death for his role in the
coup and for the brutal repression of
protests in the southern city of
Kwangju in May 1980, when several
hundred pro-democracy student
demonstrators _ were machine-
sunnnd or clubbed to death.

“It is long overdue, but we Korean
people have finally achieved justice
today,” said Lee Shin Bom, who was
arrested and tortured under the
Chun Government and is now a
member of the governing party's
delegation in Parliament. "It is the
opening of a new eéra. Korean people
have begun to have a new belief in
democracy, to see that democracy
could finally take root in this coun-
l:l'y."

Mr. Chun, his face solemn and his
hands tied behind his back as he
stood rigidly in court today, seemed
far removed from the general who
had dominated Korean pelitics and
society for most of the 1980°s. He was
found guilty on all main counts of
mutiny, insurrection and bribery.

Next to him stood his successor,
Roh Tae Woo, 63, who led South Ko-
rea from 1988 to 1993, Mr. Roh was
convicted on similar charges, but
was given 22 years and six months in
prison instead of the life sentence
demanded by the prosecutors.

Nine business leaders and nearly
two dozen other defendants were giv-
en lesser penalties today in 2 mass
sentencing on charges relating to
mutiny and corruption. The judg-
ments may close a chapter an a time
of turbulence in South Korean histo-

ry.
I feel sorry for Chun as a person,
but this is a pupishment from heav-
en,” said Kang Min Jo, who became
a leader in a victims' organization
after his son was killed in demon-
strations against Mr. Roh. “It's a
good thing Chun was sentenced to
death. There's no room for leniency,
because he killed so many people.”
Many Koreans believe that Presi-
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A court in Seoul has
passed judgment on
South Korea’s era of
military rule.

dent Kim Young Sam will pardon
Mr. Chun. But the sentences have
resonance around
er political and milifary leaders may
someday be liable for official brutal-
ities committed under their rule.

Such leaders may be betting that
military crackdowns will be forgiven
and forgotten if they bring their peo-
ple out of poverty. But Mr. Chun and
Mr. Rob delivered economiic growth
and lost the gamble, in part because
they also presided over South Ko-
rea’s transition to democracy, under
which they could be held to account
far their earlier actions.

For most of South"Korea's history,
if a civilian government had taken
steps against former generals, the
army would have seized power in a
coup. But now, nearly everyone
agrees that there is almost no chance
of a military intervention, and some
say«that today's sentence against
Mr. Chun will make a coup less like-

Iy.

“It's a lesson that whoever takes
power through force will be pun-
ished,” Chang Dong Young, a spokes-
man for the main opposition party,
led by Kim Dae Jung, said of today's
sentence.

But the country was still drawn to
the drama of today's sentencings, a
culmination of months of courtroom
theater. In shopping malls, offices
and train stations, South Koreans
dropped what they were doing today
to watch images of their former
Pregidents, Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh,
standing side by side in their pale
blue prison uniforms.

But they also saw the heads of the
country’s largest conglomerates sen-
tenced to prison terms after being.
found guilty of paying huge bribes m
Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh.

The business leaders were am:rwed
to wear suits at the sentencing, and
got off comparatively lightty. Five
were given suspended sentences. Lee
Kun Hee, the chairman of the Sam-
sung Group, one of Asia’s biggest
companies, was sentenced to two
years in prison, with a three-year
reprieve, Experts said he might not
serve any time.

Four others were given sentences
but were still allowed to walk free
today. Among them, Kim Woo
Choong, the chairman of the Daewoo
Group, was convicted and given a

T} b
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Chun Doo Hwan, a former South
Korean President, arriving for his
sentencing yesterday.

two-year prison term, but the judges
excused him from going to jail im-
mediately.

Huh Young, a law professor at
Yonsei University, accused the
judges of straying from the spirit of
the law in sentencing the four to
prison but allowing them to return
home today.

"In the future, this action will be a
burden to the court,” Mr. Huh said,
“because everyone should be équal
before the law. The rule of law will be
undermined if the court decides to
use selective sentencing."

But for many South Koreans, the
spatlight today was on Mr. Chun and
Mr. Roh. Some people complained
that their trial was politically moti-
vated, an effort by President Kim to
boost his own shaky public standing.
For the same reason, they also think
Mr. Kim will pardon Mr, Chun and
Mr. Roh, or reduce their sentences,
in a gesture of magnanimity.

Others seemed to focus more on
the role that Mr. Chun and Mr, Roh
played in bringing wealth and pros-
perity to this society,

““We should give recognition to the
contributions Chun and Roh made to
this country,” sald Park Kyang Sun,
a 40-year-old salesman.

Even some of Mr. Chun's most
bitter critics said a pardon might be
in order.

“First of all, he should recant,”
said Mr. Lee, the lawmaker tortured
under Mr. Chun, “for Chun tried to
justify the coup at court, and that's
not what he should do. He should
apologize and take responsiblity for
the killing. In that case, I'd say we
may consider a pardon. But now is
not the time to talk about it.”
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THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

By Michael Baker
Spect 10 Tne Cheilan Soinee Maraos
sgauL
N one day of judictal drama draped in historic
I meaning for an entire nation, about two-dozen
military officors and businessmen who led
South Korea in the 1980 and early 904 were
honded sentences yesterday.
The “trial of the century,” as it was called here,
was a final round of justice for South Koreans

seeking to bury a lagacy of military rule, politieal

“Trial of Century’ Sets History Right, Helps
Cement South Korea's Young Democracy

viclence, and massive politicid corruption.

But while the sentencing of former Presidents
Chena Doe Hwan and Roh Tee Woo and a iaft of
ex-generals and business leaders is expected to
help cement democracy here, the political fallout
for President Kim Young Sam - the first elected
civilian leader iy over three decades - may be
heavy If an appeals court reduces the sedtences
or [f Mc Kim grants amnesty to his predecessors,
elther event could tnfluence elections in 1987,

Ses TRIAL Page 18

JUDGMENT DAY: For their role in o 1979 coup and 1980

Korea’s Past Oppressors Punished

TRIAL from Page 1

“This case, this sentence, is giving
meaning and hope to our Korean peo-
ple that justice is at last done” and “we
can start fresh by putling this era be-
hind us," says Kim Sang Hee, senior
prosecutor.

Many South Koreans hope the con-
victions and sentences can prevent
such things from happening again by
showing that even presidents can be
tried and sentenced.

Culminating months of investigs-
tions and trials, the two ex-presidents
were found guilty on charges of mutiny,
treason, and corruption.

. 1 -4

‘magsacrs in Kwangju, former South Korean Presidents
Chun Doo Hwan () and Roh Tae Woo wers sentenced
yesterday in a Seoul courthouse.

Mr. Chun, who ruled from 1980 to
1988 after teking power in a 1979
coup, was given the death penalty, in
part for his role in a massacre during a
1980 protest in the city of Kwangju in
which 240 people were killed. Mr. Roh
was given 22-1/2 years for his role in
the coup and massacre. The court did
not invoke the requested life sentence

because of Roh's “diplomatic achieve-
ments while president.” Roh ushered in
democratic elections in 1687 after vio-
lent street protests.

Eleven other codefendants im the
1880 coup were given sentences be-
tween seven and 10 years. Leaders of
Samsung, Daewoo, Dong-Ah, and other
major business groups were given up
to 2-1/2 years for buying government
favors, while presidential aides got up
to seven years for corruption,

If the businessmen actually spend
time in jail, it may be damaging for
their businesses in the short term, but
“it's good for the country, and I have no
tears for them,” says Kim Jong Sok, an
economist at Honglk University here.

Although observers say deregula-
tion and openness will be more signifi-
cant in eliminating graft, the verdict
sends a strong message. “The general
impression was that because these
were busy people ... that they would
get suspended sentences,” he says.

Colonels who were in charge of mil-
itary forces that conducted a massacre
in Kwangju finally came out and talked
about it during the trial, which “may
[bring) a long-term rapprochement be-

! tween Kwangju and the rest of Korea,”

says Kim Byung-kook, a political sci-
entist at Korea University in Seoul
"The trial may not have b t new
revelations of the incident,” but it is
significant because “the opposition
story of Kwangju became the official
stary of Korea, And that's a big change,
which always needs to be emphasized.”
But after menths of seeing the dis-
graced ex-presidents led to court in
prison clothes, many, particularly those

from Kwangju, still aren't satisfied.
Although Koreans have a great def-
erence to elders, parents, and teachers,
“presidents are another story” says
Kim Cha-woong, an editor at the
g Dong-A Ilbo. Since inde-
pendence in 1945, each
president has  either
been too dictatorial or

ineffective, he says.

Originally, the coup
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and massacre were to be
left for history to judge.
In the spring of 1895,
public prosecutors
walved their right ta try
the former presidents,
saying that a successful
coup couldn't be prose-
cuted.

But in the fall, rumors
of Roh's slush funds
emerged. Later, a busi-
nessmarn, worried about
paying taxes on some of
Roh's money hidden in
the businessman's ac-
count spilled the beans.
A new law reguires the
“real” names be on bank
m‘[‘h ts.

e investigation
snowballed, implicating a who's whe of
South Korean business. Perhaps to de-
flect attention from his 1892 presiden-
tial campaign funding, which might
have received contributions from Roh,
President Kim reversed the prosecu-
tion's decision to “correct. history.”

Throughout the trial, Chun main-
tained he came to power accidentally
because he was a the center of power
during a tumultuous time, while the
prosecution said the 1879 coup was
premaditated.

It remains to be seen whether the
sentences will be carrded out. Some ob-
servers say President Kim could issue
pardons, fearing revenge from friends
of Chun and Roh. But “it's not a ques-
tion of how strong Chun and Roh's al-
lies are,” says Kim, the political scien-
tist st Korea University A pardon
would enrage the public. In the end,
“[President] Kim has transformed the
whole cause of the trial into a way to
rectify history,” he says.

Sentences may also be moderated in
appeal courts. Nobody thinks that the
sentences will be fully carried out, par-
ticularly Chun's. “It is excessive to kill
those dead bodies [in Kwangju] with
[Chun's] physical death,” says Moon
Chung-in, a political science professor
at Yonsel University.

‘1 really hate him,” says Man Hyung-
hur, & professor who watched an emo-
tionless Chun as he was led through the
throngs of journalists and lights of TV
cameras outside the courthouse, “But [
like him because he ls strong."
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U.S. Role in Kwangju and Beyond

= Korea: Joint command
of troops keeps our
complicity in military
misdeeds an open question.

By DONALD N. CLARK

Since most South Koreans want
to avoid further trauma, it is
unlikely that the death sentence for
former President Chun Doo Hwan
will ever be carried out. His trial on
charges that included mutiny,
treason, murdér and grand-scale
lareeny was a national catharsis.
Yet, because the judgment eould
not possibly have satisfied every-
one, the controversies surrounding
his illicit rise to power are likely to
continue. The central controversy
concerns his use of army troops to
crush a democracy movement in

how to crugh communist (and oth-
er) political opposition. After North
Korea's army overran this con-
stabulary in 1950, Americans led
the defense of South Korea and
turned the constabulary into an
army that became a first-class
fighting machine.

Soon thereafter, in 1961, the
South Korean army overthrew the
civilian government and made
national security the excuse for
limiting many basic freedoms, With
the U.S. Army headquartered in
Seoul next door Lo the Korean army
headquarters and the Defense
Ministry, and with the continual
and intimate communication
between the two countries’ mili-
tary establishments, it seemed
obvious that the military govern-
ment after 1961 did nothing with-
out American approval.

the notorious
Kwangju massacre of
May 1980.

For Americans, the
Kwangjuy massacre is
not as familiar aa the
1989 Tiananmen mas-
sacre in Beijing.
Tiananmen happened
in the heart of China
in full view of the
world press, while the
Kwangju incident
happened in a provin-
cial backwater far
from international
notice.

There is anather
difference. Americans
had no responsibility
for what the Chinese
army did in Tianan-

Sinee 1950, the South Karea-11.5.

South Koreans to have constituted
“approval” of Chun's use of mas-
give military force against the
demonstrators in Kwangju.

Military repression was far from
the last resort at the time: Negotia-
tions were in progress and the situ-
ation was cooling down. However,
American toleration of Chun's use
of units from the joint command to
crush the uprising, though techni-
cally legal, forever associated the
United States with the Kwangju
massacre,

Through the Reagan years, the
US. government maintained that
the entire episode was an internal
matter in which the United States
had played no role and for whieh it
bare no responsibility.

In 1889, the Bush administration
published a white paper that
argued the technizal innocence of
the United States. However, In
early 1996, documents
came to light that
revealed that this was
nol the whole truth,
American officials
clearly had encour-
aged Chun to believe
that Washington wae
50 warried about
instability in South
Korea that it pre-
ferred continued mili-
tary rule to the
uncertainties of the
democratic process.

To be fair, it is
unlikely that the
Americans had any
jdea how far Chun was
prepared to go to
make himself the new
Korean strongman.

men Sguare, The

same cannot be said

for what the Republic of Korea
army did in Kwangju in 1980.

Ever since the United States and
the Soviet Union divided Korea in
1945 and the U.S. Army occupied
South Korea, the military has been
the primary player in relations
between Washington and Seoul.
Even today, the Pentagon remains
the American entity most invested
in Korean affairs. Bacause Koreans
know this, they cannot believe that
the United States has nothing to do
with the Korean military's actions.

The Korean army massacre of
clvilians in Kwangju in 1880, the
most notorious act of political vio-
lence in South Korea's history, does
have an American connection.
American advisors taught the
Korean constabulary of the 1940s
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That i the distortion

M S0MD HENG, Usnne Zaetae, Sty Sonth Korea today:
that Americans some-
military marriage has had an addl-  how willed the Chun regime into

tional institutional base. The joint
defense of South Korea is under the
coordinated command of an Amer-
ican four-star general. This com-
mander has “operational control”
over all forees in wartime and over
front-line forees in peacetime.
Ceonsequently, when Gen. Chun
Doo Hwan sent his army's 20th
Division to crush the Kwangju
uprising, he first had to notify the
American commander, Gen. John
Wickham, that he was removing
the division from Wickham's con-
trol. The American side insists that
Wickham had no power to keap the
division under his control and pre-
vent this movement. However,
Wickham's acknowledgment that
he was notified is taken by many

ESNURUPS|

power, However, the lines of opin-
ion are long since get. in stone.

Today, the joint command is still
in place and an American general
commands parts of a foreign army
that he eannot possibly control. As
long as that situation obtains, the
problem of American complicity in
the behavior of the South Korean
military will remain. Chun Doo
Hwan may go down as just another
faraway dictator who finally got his
due. But his erimes were committed
in our presence and we should not
be too comfortabie wilh his
gentence.

Donald N. Clark is a professor of
hestory ol Trinily University, San
Anlonio,
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Asian Verdicts on Seoul’s Trial of the Century

The trial of former South Korean Pres-

; r Can evenls in Ewﬁ?
hEve a ve gffect on other paltons who
are also struggling with the transitian to
democracy, or 8 fight against corruption?
We asked several walchers of Asian puli-
tics to give us a sampling of the discussion
of the verdicts now taking place around|
the region.

iu Binyan s a former frvestipalive e
for Ching's People's Daily and is
author of 4 Higher Kind of Loyalfy " (1951),
While the Chinese Communist Party
press will have o choice bul to repart the
news of the Chun Doo Hwan and Roh Tae
Woo verdicts, this event will get only curso-
ry coverage. This is not only because the
news oould exacer-
bate people’s dissat-
lsfard?:eh with the

striking similarity to
the 1989 bloody sup-
pression  of  the

tight-
lipped about the decades-long struggle of
South Korean students and people against
the governmeni. As a result, over 99% of
Chinese people today still would not recog-
nite the name Kwangju. But the South Kore-
an verdiets come at & particularly sensitive
time: At presenmt the Chinese Communist
Party is approaching a leadership transi-
tion, while the calls io re-evaluate the June 4
incident are growing louder and louder, Re-
gardless of whether they intend to reopen
this question, power-holders do not dare to
make a move before Deng Xiaoping's death.

The recent antl-government protests by
university students in Sedul pul the Chinese
Communists in a similarly awkward posi-
tion, as did the disturbances in the Indone-
sian capital, Jakarta. These incidents in-
evitably arcuse an intemse reaction in the
hearts of Chinese people, and make the
party fearful ensugh that it tries to concesl
them as best it can.

Fortunately outside media like the BBC,
the VOA and Radio France Infernational
have alveady broken the state’s monopoly
on infornation. From cedres at the highest
level down to the ordinary worker, tens of
millions of Chinese listen every day te these
broadeasts. The results of the Chun Doo
Hwan and Roh Tae Woo trial will force Chi-
nese people to consider: If the Kereans can
do it, why can't we?

Ed = *

R'rﬁﬁvﬂwd \prides on comfemporary affairs
newspapers in Asin and the Uniled
States,

Seen through liberal Indian eyes, the
Seoul verdict, indeed the trial itself, is far
from an accomplishment. Indeed, it is a set-
back to South Korea's progress as a democ-
ratic nation,

Demacracy huas a5 much to do with the
rule of law 25 it does with alectoral politics.
A key aspect of the rule of law is that it bars
successor regimes from carrying on palitical
vendetlas against their predecessars after a
transfer of power. The ©eoul verdict, then, is
like the decislon by the new Bangladesh
government to reopen & “M-vear-old case
pertaining to the assassination of Shelih
Mujibur Rahman, the country's founding
president. In the end, neither of these ac-
tions will achieve much more than glving
some peaple the pleasure of having avenged
themselves. Often vengeance-seekers couch
their desires in terms of a larger vision,
sich as righting o historical wron,, but that
does nat make their gaals any less base.

In India, the Seowl verdict comes at a
time when the nation is debating allegations
that former Telecom Minister Sukh Ram
took millions of rupees in bribes to help fa-
vored cmpanies win government conbracts.
Some of Indla's morally (ndignant clites
hold that @ Seaul-type resoluticn of the Sukh
Ram case in order, that he should be locked
up and the keys thrown away, Thess same
people will also lament that Indis has a
creaky legal system that moves slowly and
offers these who stand accused in ils courts
substantial rights.

That criticism does hold, most of the
time. Meny scoundrels brazenly subvert the
law because they knew they will never be
punished, On the other hand, the courts in
India are an antidote to persecutions,
whether by political parties or the media.
Partles and the media may often assume
guilt and expect the courts to ratify their
conviction. But in an Indian court, the onus
s nol on the accused to prove his inno-
tenoe—one must be proved guilty.

In 1977, for example, the couris stead-
fastly refused to endorse the Janata govern-
ment's witchhunt against Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, whose Congress Party had
suffered & disastrous electoral defeat in the
wake of its two-year Emergency rule. The
Indian system rejected taking revenge even
though Mrs. Gandhi's Emergency had mus-
tled the courts, the press and pariiament.
In another more recent matter, the Indian
Iegal system refused to stand by the gov-
ermnment of Maharashira state in its politi-
cal persecution of the Enron Development
Corporation,

In this way, our courts have shown that
they will not be used as pawns in ether peo-
ple's political ealeulativns,

* % 0*
Hld:s‘ul Takesada is professor and chisf at

Tokyo's Natiomal Mstitute for Defense
Studies.

A a longtime observer and analyst of
Korean aftairs, [ find South Korea's “trial of
the century” pe . The prosecutor’s
oifice originally argued that owing o a
statute of limitations the two farmer lead-
ers’ reles in the 1579 coup and the uprising
in Kwangju in 1980 could not be hrought to
trial. However, the Kim Young Sam govern-
ment subsequently enacted a special [aw en-

_abling & trial on sedition and corruption

charges. This is wholly inconsistent with the
government’s ariginal legal position.

Altlwugh sensitivity to public opinion in
a democracy i5 essential, it seems as Uf
Seoul was acting primarily on public senti-
ment rather than on established legal prin-
ciphes. Respect for the rule of law is another
crucial part of a free spciety,

What has fundamentally driven this

trial? From the onsel, it has been all about
politics. The arresis of Messrs. Chun and
Roh last year were motivated, in part, by
President Kim Young Sam's desire to out-
maneuver his Jongtime political rival, Kim
Dae Jung. who is a sertous presidential con-
testant in the upcoming December 1097
election. Although President Kim cannot
run a secand time, he may have wanted to
mute Kim Dae Jung's eriticism about his
government's handling of the Kwangju inci-
deni. By denying Kim Due Jung & major
political issue, President Klm has achieved
4 political victory.

To be sure, one other motivating factor
wias President Kim's desire to eliminate
South Korea's “miblitary culture” and [innly
estiblish civilinn contred over the military.
While he should be lavded for tis achieve-
ment, it should not have been justified on
the basis of “correcting history.” However
harsh his fule, Mr. Chun was elected
through indirect elections, and Mr. Roh was
elecied in 1967 through an open and subsian-
tially free election. It remains to be seen
whether histery can be “corrected,” singe it
has already judged quite harshly the lega-
cies of military intervention.

This retrospective trial is & very rare=if
not unprecedented—cvent in Asia. Are fu
ture South Korean governments always
going o “correct”
the mistakes of pre-
vious governments?
I so, the public's
confidence in govern-
ment will be eroded
as =ach administra-
tion is condemned to
serve the political in-
terests of the suc-
ceeding  leadership,
and instability will
result, Sinee 1948, al-
most all South Kore-
an governments
have rendered nega-
tive judgments on their immediate prede
cessors. Let us hope that this will not be a
precedent for future administrations —nel to
mertion the current ane.

* ® *

ichard H. Yang is chairman of the Chi-
58 Council of Adwamned Policy Studies
in Toipei,

Though South Korea's verdict has been
followed closely by politicians and leaders
hare in Taiwan, they have not dared to com-
ment on L. There's good reason for that.
‘Taiwan has many things in commaon with
South Korea, one of which is corruption and
greed in high places.

In fact, the verdicts should give pause to
some of cur politicians. They should take
sorne time to reflect upon their actions of
decades past, Seeing the fate that has befall-
en Messrs. Chun and Foh, are they now
looking over their showlders? What about
younger politicians who have not started out
on a corrupl path vet-will these verdicts
make them think (wice?

They should. Those of our politicians
who are unserupulous should know that if
they eontinug to exercise power arrogantiy
and lack foresight, they will suffer the same
outcome as the two former Korean prési-
dents and end in disgrace. Taiwan, too, is
Irying to forge a betier democracy, but it
should leok at Korea's verdicts and realize
that electoral democracy is not axiomatical-
ly synonymous with moral leadership and
honest government. If following the teach-

Roh Tue Woo

ings of Confucius on morality in government
and honesty in leadership is not enough,
then the Korean examples may do the trick.

We here in Taiwan have already gotten a
laste of whal the interplay between power
and money can be fike ir a democracy. In
our elections there hawe been charges of
vole-buying and evidence that people with
maney want to buy influence in govern-
ment. The enly way to aveid this fate |5 o
increase politica! aocountability.

Respansibility for ensuring that Taiwan
is free of corruption also lies with our busi-
nessmen and tycoons and not just with
politicians, to be sure. They too must look at
the Korean example with trepidatica. The
lesson i% that the law has long arms, and 2
long memory. There is no escape.

Of course, the parallzls between Seuth
Korea and Taiwan are not exact. Theve has
been no ooup d'etat in Taiwan. But bath
countries seem o have domesticated their
military establishments, hopefully forever.
Our democracy in Talwan is thriving und
has no fear of & return 1o the past.

In the final anslysis, what the Korean
example has taught us is to be skeptical
Sure, we trust our politicians-just let us cut
the cards.

* * =

wone Sudarsone is wee governor of the

Tndomesinon Defense Collega.

Indonesians have mixed leelings about
whal just took place in South Horea. On the
surface, the pecent court verdicts on furmer
Presidents Chun and Roh seem to mark the:
triumph of civilian politics and the adher-
ence to a democratic government that is
based on the rule of law, But many Indone-
sians can’t fail to wander: [s this the proper
way to treal former heads of state?

Ta us, the verdicts mere than anything
else amounted to political catharsis, one
used by South Horea's leadership and mid-
dle cluss 10 purge the sing of the past and
emerge with a political *'clean slate.”

But it is [alse to think that the verdicts
amaunt to a triumph for eivilian-besed de-
mocratie government, In fact, they under-
score the dangers of judging the past in
terms of contemporary events. South Frre-
ans may now reject the role the military
played in politics throughout the 1970s, ‘s
and early '®s. But they should also remem-
ber that it was these military-dominated
governments, assisted by able technocrals,
which enabled South Korea to take off eco-
nomically and which finally ushered in the
rise of the middle class and present day
“civilian government,”

HKoreans should also not forget that the
Cold War and the strategic imperative of the
Horean Peninsula were important factors
that provided the context for the alisged
greed and eorruption by the country's for-
mer rulers and top businessmen, It is also
worth asking the following questions: Have
the trials and the verdicts really changed
Sputh Korea that much? Are money politics
and big business no longer intertwined?

The trials' legal proceedings wer2 sp
hastily exeeuted that one wonders whether
there wasn't 4 rush to-judgment. 1I this was
the case, it may have actually constituted a
miscarriage of justice rather than a triumph
of democratic principles.

This is not the way Indonesians would
want to see their former presidents treated.
Here, it would lead to major profonged up-
heaval, which would serve no purpose other
than disruplion to econsmic development,
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The surrender; Chun was arrested at a family villa in his hometown {above), under a presidential portrait of himself

Verdict Time

Seoul’s ‘trial of the century’ comes to a close—but will it shake the grip
of an old provincial elite known as the Kyongsang mafia?

By Tony EMERSON AND

LEE PyunG CHONG

THE POLICE CAME FOR
former South Korean leader
Chun Doo Hwan last De-
cember, he took off for his
hometown of Hapchon in
the heart of Kyongsang, the
province of the presidents. Chun wanted to
upstage his pursuers and surrender in a
style befitting the old pride of a region that
has churned cut more than its share of lead-

18

ers for 1,000 years. As thecg:‘usnd pro-
testers clamored outside a family vil-
la, the former ruler calmly served the police
commanders tea in an ornate living room—
under an old presidential portrait of him-
self and the fixed gaze of a stuffed rooster.
To the villagers, at least, this Confucian
courtesy was proof enough that Chun is
better the “bad men" who barged in
before breakfast to haul him off to jail.

The trial of South Korea's disgraced old
rulers reaches its climax with a verdict this

week, and there will be more at stake than
the fate of Chun and his codefendants.
Their provincial political world is on trial
as well. The verdicts are expected to help
solidify the rule of law in an emerging
democracy that is already the world’s 12th
largest economy, and to break the grip of a
power elite once known as the Kyongsang
maBia, But will it? Chun and his handpicked
successor, Roh Tae Woo, face charges of
mutiny and bribery for the way they seized
power in a 1979 coup and later collected

NEWSWEEK SEPTEMBER 2, 1906



only many of the 14 lesser defendants but
even the man who set the “trial of the cen-
tury” in motion: current President Kim
Ya“mglsélm mafia here
yongsang is everyw! I
deed, President Kim, who trumpets demo-
cratic reform and the “globalization” of
South Korea at every opportunity, is now
using old provineial coonections in ways
not unlike those of the old military strong-
men, He has filled critical posts with gradu-
ates of his old Kyengsang high school, in-
cluding the justice minister, the head of the
suprems ecutor’s office and the
national ;ﬁ:h"'u of whom play
eritical roles in Chun trial. No doubt,
Kim is a reformer, says a Western diplomat
in Seoul, but he's also an "old-style polit-
cian who mmdin the lunﬁrdmsm d&gl:
country'’— ways “even er
his predecessors’.”

NEWSWEEK SEPTEMBER 2, lssﬂ

come out of
rival Cholla provinee ali

ting loose a new strain of the
vincial rivalries Koreans
elves call the *Korean
disease.” In farm towns like
Hapchon, where 20 of the 86
families are rolated to ex-presi-
dent Chun, villagers see Kim Young Sam,
“Mr. Raform,” as the new strongman-
ruler. Chun sturendered in the home of in-
law Kim Sook Hee, but even che with-
holds judgment on the new president: “We
cannot like or dislike Kim Young Sam, be-
cause he is in power now,” she says.
As the first eivilian to occupy the Blue
House in 32 years, Iﬁmxleuupmto

Taegu newspaper editor Seo
Sang Ho calls “a medieval
era of rivalries.”

h?ﬂ?hiingasmuofhuw—
i Ky-

Tesentment—.

Province of Presidents
The last four South Korean leaders ha & g
t rean ; ve quilibrium” have been
and angry.

zthizugobaukjruatas&r.ﬂmuf
major charges against Chun
was that hedardmdm-d the 1980
MAassacTe EMOcTacy
demonstrators in Kwangju, the
capital of Cholla. To students

i Kyongsang general o

Cholla memmmm

wwym ce ig so
and you'll get a tion on

the Hwarang spirit—a Shille-era code of

loyalty to God, family and Kyongsang with

an aggressive punch line: “Never retreat

before one's enemies.”

seizad

build Taegu into a city of broad avenues,
Tellingly, they didn't arect great stat-
ues to even al home in Taegu
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Kyongsang's campaign to promote its
own has further alienated Cholla, which
was already rebellious afler years of
Japanese colonial rule. The Japanese had
begun to develop the axis between Seoul
and Pusan, the major port facing east (to-
ward Japan). Korean business conglomer-
ates, or chaebol, would gravitate to these
poles as well, stocking their executive
ranks wiﬂu;‘;:qhenoﬂhegim elite and
providing that fizeled the political ma-
chines built by Chun and Roh in Seoul.
Cholla was off the axis, out of the power
loop. Today Cholla boasts only three mi-
nor members of the top 30 chasbol; mon-
&y, even traffic, flows elsewhere. The high-
way connecting Kyongsang and Cholla is
the nation’s only major artery that is not
regularly jammed with cars, says Kim
Young Ha, & Taegu graduvate student.
“There's almost no contaet. It's sad.”

Most ambitious youths seek their for-
tune in Seoul, where many people believe

old prejudices melt away in big-city so-
phistication, Back in the provinees, it's dif-
ferent. Korean baseball games are general-
ly conducted in orderly Japanese style, but
games between Kwangju's Haitai Tigers
and Pusan's Lotte Giants often erupt in fan
brawls,

stories, no doubt exaggerated, about how
one canmot buy gas in Challa with Tasgu
license plates, or how Cholla businesses
have conspired to embargo candy and oth-
er products from K Many say
they kmow neighbors think Cholla
PWE::M shifty, and the stereotype may
explain the rarity of intermarriage. Profes-
sor Kim recalls that his mother asked him
not Lo marry a young woman who helped
him recover from a serious {llness 20 years
ago, because Eﬂ:ﬁrse from Cholla was not
good enough er son.

These an are particularly un-
settling for a nation that hopes to reunite
with its nine missing provinces—the cnes

e from Taegu have all heard  cig]

that make up North Korea. Many South
Koreans had expected that Kim Young Sam
would work to end their internal struggles.
Early in his term, his campaign to root out
corrupt and incompetent military and polit-
ical bosses aroused few charges of provin-
i ﬁwuritimﬂutthe{n ition law-
makers began charging (without proof and
in the face of heated denials) that Kim him-
self had accepted tainted money from Roh,
his immediate predecessor. By then Kim

was i WMmdﬁu
al ly to guard hi . That it
amspansn from opposition lm:!mbmgh,

most of whom have their own provincial
power bases: they suspect Kim aims to find
a hometown successor who won't some day
come after him. There's no particolar rea-
som to believe those suspicions. But there's
also mo reason to think the Kyongsang
mafia will collapse any time soon. -]
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SOUTH KOREA

A Break With
The Past

Harsh verdicts for Chun,
Roh and their era

By Shim Jae Hoon Tn Seoul

arely has a judicial ruling anywhere
carried o much significance as the
one issued by the Seoul district
court an August 26, By sentencing former
President Chun Doo Hv an to death, and
his successor Roh Tae Woo to 22-and-a-
half years in prison, the court adminis-
tered a political catharsis that hzes
the end of South Koreas authoritarian

Pas'lt:l'Le three-judge panel convicted Chun
and Roh for their roles in the 1979 mili-
tary coup that brought Chun to power,
for their parts in the 1980 Kwangju Mas-
sacre (when Chun was the defence secu-
rity commander and Roh his chief mili-
tary backer), and for taking huge bribes
during their ve terms as president.
The court put Chun's haul at 226 billion
won ($276 million) and Roh's at 284 bil-
lion won.

Chun and Roh were merely the most
prominent of 16 former army generals on
trial, for crimes ranging from mutiny and

. treason to homicide and bribe-
taking. Thirteen received prison
sentences of up to 10 years. One,
retired Gen, Park Jun Byung, was
acquitted of murder charges stem-
ming from his role in the Kwangju
affair.

Then came the sentences for
what reads like a Who's Who of
corporate Korea, Among the nine
tycoons convicted, Daewoo chief
Kim Woo Choong, Deng-Ah con-
struction group Chairman Choi
Won Suk, and Jinro Distillery head
Chang Chin Ho received fri.som
terms of up to bwo-and-a-half years
for paying huge bribes to both
Chun and Roh. Lee Kun Hee, head
of the sprawling Samsung Group,
received a two-year suspended
prison sentence 31;: making a 10
billien-won payoff to Roh.

The court has already recovered
Rah's ill-gotten holdings but will
need more time to find all of
Chun's, much of it believed to be
stashed in government bonds. “We
don't see any problem eventually
recovering all of this,” the Chosun

tor as saying. “The bonds are bound to
surface and circulate on reaching matu-
rity. "

qu everyone was satisfied with the
verdict, however. Quiside the courtroom,
families of Kwangju Massacre victims
demanded death for Roh as well as Chun.
Others blamed the court for not jailing
the business leaders, who are free pend-
ing appeal.

President Kim Young Sam, an eye on
next year’s presidential election, rumpets
the prosecutions as evidence of his com-
mitmen. to political reform. Critics, how-
ever, say his failure to hit business lead-
ers harder smacks of selective prosecu-
tions aimed more at humiliating political
nffunen!s than promoting democratie
values.

In contrast to the stern verdicis against
Chun and Rol, former Trade and Indus-
try Minister Kum Jin Ho and banker Lee
Won Jee—both of whom are thought to
have bankrolled Kim's 1992 campaign—
cach received suspended |<lh_:-ee-w_.rgar
prison terms. This is sure to fuel i~
tion-party demands that Kim ﬂmself
come clean.

The verdicts in the se-called trial of
the century, vhich riveted the nation for
five months, aren’t the end of the show
All those convicted quickly announced
that they would a and their cases

could run into next vear. And few in Seoul
expect the most dramatic sentence,
Chun’s, to be carried out. President Kim
can reduce the sentences or revoke them
altogether, and most expect him to spare
the ex-president. ]

Ilbo newspaper quoted a prosecu-  Chun Doo Hwan: death sentence.
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EDITORIALS

South Korea’s trial of the century

HE death sentence, meted out by a district court on a former
South Korean president and the 22 and a half years imprison-
ment of his crony and successor, should be a clear and
chilling signal to one and all, here and abroad, that taking over
nower by murder and ruling with a mailed fist will, in the end,
prove their undoing and that justice would prevail,

The punishments for the two
former prestdents, as well as the
varying sentences given by the same
court lo their accomplices in the
cormuption that altended their regimes,
showed that whatever they accom-
plished for the good of their country
did not atone for their misdeeds.

The sad note is that their sen-
tences may not be carried out; they
could be pardoned or their punish-
menis suspended for, ironically, they
were the very same people who
made what South Korea is today, an
economic giant. But then, that is only
a conjecture at this point and may
not happen.

Sentenced to death was Chun
Doo-hwan, who was held respon-
sible for the massacre in Kwangju
provinee in 1979 of pro-democracy
protesters, resulting in the death of
more than 200 persons and injury
to hundreds, even thousands maore,

His boyhood friend, a classmate
in a military schoo! and successor
to the presidency, Roh Tae-woo was
given 2 and a hall years impris-
onment for his supporting role in
the massacre and other crimes when
he himself became president. The
court spared him the death penalty
reportedly because he engineered the
entry of South Korea into the United
Nations and other diplomatic accom-
plishments during his tenure as presi-
dent.

The two juslified the massacre
and the subsequent putsch that gave
Chun the presidency with the claim
their acts were the only means by
which South Korea could rise above
the turmaoil that lollowed the assassi-
nation of President Park Chung-hee
in 1979,

Chun assumed the presidency in
1980 and Roh took over in 1988 and
ruled unti] 1993. Roh's successor and
incumbent president, Kim Youngsarn,
the first nop-military officer to be
elected president since South Korea gained its independence from Japan at
the end of World War I, instigated the procecdings against them last Decem-
ber, a trial the South Koreans dub their “Irial of the century”

Chun and Foh presided over the astonishing advance of South Korea,
from an underdeveloped nation ravaged by two wars, the World War Il and
the Korean War, trward its now eminent position in the economic world in

what some would call military precision.

In the process, however, they committed a fot of abuses they will pay
for dearly They brooked no opposition from anyone, using repressive
measures lo keep everybody on line. Their harsh ways may have paid off
in terms of the ecanomic miracle that could be compared to the growth of
Japan as a world power, but the price was stiff,

Their dictatorial regimes not
only stultified the growth of de-
mocracy in South Korea and the
enjoyment of human rights by the
people; they also brought the usual
gralt and corruplion that always
attend authoritarian rule. The court
ordered the two of them to pay
more than 500 billion won or
something like $600 million, the
amount they allegedly received
in bribes for which they were
also convicted. :

The business tycoons who
were indicted with them and who
were also found guilty of cormup-
tion were, likewise, given stiff sen-
tences. But for their roles in the
miraculous economic advance-
ment of their country, their pun-
ishments could have been stiffer,
In fact, a magnate's sentence was
suspended because he was a
newly elected member of the [n-
ternational Olympic Committes.

Political cbservers in South Ko-
rea, both local and foreign, sur-
mise the sentences meted out on
Chun, Roh and the tycoons migh
bereduced. They claim President

. Kim, whom they helped gain the
presidency, was only making a
political statement and would even-
tually relent with the coming of
the next presidential election in
which he has a candidate as his
suCcessor.

Chun, Roh and the others
would likely appeal to the Su-
preme Court and their sentences
could even be voided. The dis-
trict court spared Roh from the
capital punishrent because of a
pelitical achievement unrelated to
the massacre and the sentence
of a tycoon was suspended be-
cause of an international com-
mitment, The highest court may

lollow legal principles not prac-
ticed in our country,

Be that as it may, in a region where saving face means almost
everything to a person, the district court decision could be punishment
enough 1o inany people in South Korea. And Asian nations with expe-
rience in repressive military rule, past and present, will certainly watch
with great interest further developments in the South Korean trial of the
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Le president sud-coréen devrait gracier
les deux anciens chefs de I'Etat

Chun Too-wan est condamné a mort, Roh Tae-woo & vingt-deux ans de prison

Le tribunal de Séoul qui jugeait les anciens chefs  délits, a condamné, lundi 26 aoit, respectivement
bt les deux anciens généraux 4 la peine de mortet & but de 'an prochain pour se réconcilier avee le clan

d'Etat, Chun Too-wan et Roh Tae-woo, pour leur
vingt-Caux ans et demi de prison. Le président Kim  conservateur de son parti avant les glections,

participation au putsch de 1979 et autres crimes et

SEOUL
de notre envoyé spécial

Les deux ex-généraux-prési-
dents, Chun Too-wan et Roh Tae-
woo, ont été condamnés respecti-
vement & la peine de mort et 3
vingt-deux ans et demi de prison,
lundi 26 aoilt, pour le role qu'ils
ont joué dans le coup d’Etat de
1979, puis le massacre de Kwanju
Fannée suivante. $i 'on ajoute & ce
verdict la flambée de violence des
érudiants, soupgonnés d'étre ma-
nipulés par le régime communiste
du Mord, c'est peu de dire que la
Corée du Sud, démocratisée de-
puis I'arrivée au pouvoir, en 1993,
du premier président civil en
trente-deux ans, fait face a de
rudes tensions.

Le verdict dans le procds des
deux ex-présidents et de quatorze
autres putschistes aura-t-il vrai-
ment « redressé les erreurs du pas-
3¢ », comme ['avait annoncé le
président Kim Young-sam ? Ce
«procés du sigcle » étalt celui des
travers des régimes militaires:
outre Je putsch de 1979 et le mas-
sacre de 1980, ¢'était la corruption
au plus haut niveau de 'Etat qui
était visée. Or il n'a guére jeté de
lumiére nouvelle sur ces événe-
ments.

SURSAUTS DE VERTU

Le procés a, en revanche, été
margqué par des procédures expé-
ditives qui ont conduit, en juillet,
les avocats a renoncer i défendre
leurs clients : soucieux d'accélérer
la procédure, les juges leur avaient
refusé l'audition de témoins. L'un
des grands absents 4 ce proceés fut
Vex-président Choi Kyu-hah, qui
succéda & Park Chung-hee, assassi-
né en 1979, et se plia aux exigences
des putschistes en déclarant la loi
martiale. Les juges ne l'ont pas
contraint & venir s‘expliquer.

Ce procés était aussi celul du go-

tha de I'économie : neuf présidents
de conglomérats (chaebols), dont
les présidents de Samsung, Lee
Kun-hee, et de Daewoo, Kim Woo-
choong, qui ont versé respective-
ment 13 et 20 millions de dollars de
pots-de-vin & Roh Tae-woo, ont
aussi été condamnés. Mals les put-
schistes et les « barons» de
I'économie qui les ont fait bénéfi-
cler de largesses, ne seront « cou-
pables » que quelque temps.

Aprés les appels, le procés entre-
ra, au début de 1997, dans une
nouvelle phase, celle du jeu polid-
cien. La clémence présidentielle at-
tendue est, pour le chef de I'Etat,
un moyen de se rallier le camp
conservateur et de préparer ainsi
sa sortie en faisant élire, Fan pro-
chain, un successeur qui lui soit ac-
quis, Sans les votes, en effet, de la
« mafia de Taegu», fief des deux
ex-présidents, le candidat du pou-
voir risque d'8tre mis en difficulté,

Aprés ses sursauts de vertu, le
président Kim joue la carte de la
réconciliaton. Ferme sur les prin-
cipes mais magnanime: telle est
l'image qu'il veut se donner pour
la demnigre partie de son mandat.
A san arrivée au pouveir, i avait
lancé une grande opération de
nettoyage de la corruption : trois
mille personnes furent arrftées.
Bien peu ont purgé leur peine.
Puis ce fut le tour de ses prédéces-
seurs et des présidents des chae-
bols.

Mais aujourd’hul, c'est la volée
des pardons: le 15 aoit, féte de
I'Indépendance, il a amnistié onze
condamnés pour cormuption, hauts
fonctionnaires et banquiers. Quant
aux « barons» de I'économie,
aprés avolr été tancés, fls sont déja
absous : ils continuent de fréguen-
ter la Maison Bleue (présidence) et
4 accompagner le président dans
ses déplacements & I'étranger.

La démocratie est, certes, tou-

jours fondée sur un compromis
entre forces en présence, mais en
Corée elle a un cbié shakespea-
rien : retournements d'alliances et
trahisons ¥ abondent, La bravade
lancée par Chun Too-whan, 2 la
veille de son arrestation, 2
Padresse du président Kim: « 57
nous sommes des criminels, pour-
quai {e président a-t-il pactisé avec
Nous », est restée sans réponse.

COLERE ESTUDIANTINE

Alors opposant, M. Kim avait
rallié, en 1990, le parti gouverne-
mental pour devenir le dauphin de
Roh Tae-woo. Ignorait-il les res-
ponsabilités de ses prédécesseurs
dans le massacre de Kwangju, ainsi
que leurs malversations ? 5ix ans
Pplus tard, alors que le scandale de
pots-de-vin de M. Roh risquait de
I'éclabousser, il a surfé sur la vague
en les faisant arréter et en rou-
vrant le dossier de Kwangju. Mais,
engagé sur une équivoque, le
« procés du sidcle » finira par un
COMPromis.

La clémence n'est pas, en re-
vanche, I'attitude du gouverne-
ment vis-d-vis des étudiants
contestataires. L'occupation de
l'université Yonsei, i Séoul, a été la
plus violente manifestation de la
présidence Kim Young-sam. Héros
du printemps chaud de 1987, pré-
lude 4 la démocratisation du pays,
les étudiants n’ont plus la cote
dans I'opinion. Leur demande de
réunification du pays, qui reflete
les propositions de Pyongyang, est
irréaliste, compte tenu tant de fa
donne géopolitique que de la na-
ture du régime nordiste, et la ma-
jorité des Sud-Coréens me tolére
pas une violence qui s'est traduite
par la mort d'un jeune policier.

Dans son souci de se concilier le
camp conservateur, le gouverne-
ment, avec & sa suite la grande
presse, a renoué avec la rthétorique

Yong-sam devrait, cependant, les amnistier au dé-

des régimes précédents: les
contestataires font le jeu du Nord
et font peser une grave menace
pour la sécurité nationale. «[Jis
ménent des actions de guérilla ur-
baine », a dit le président. Sur
5800 étudiants interpellés par la
potlice, le 20 aofit, 400 restent adte-
nus.

Or, s'il existe bien, au sein de la
Fédération des comités étudiants
(Hanchongnyon), une minorité in-
fluencée par le Nord, et des
groupes extrémistes notamment
originaires de Kwangju, il serait ré-
ducteur de voir Pyongyang der-
riére toute contestation. Le radica-
lisme étudiant, fruit d'un
nationalisme exacerbé qui peut
paraitre naif, est une réaction
Contre un gouvernement inca-
pable de formuler une politigue
cohérente vis-a-vis du Nord. De-
puis que, courrouct par le refus de
Séoul d'exprimer des condo-
léances pour la mort du Grand
Leader Kim Il-sung en 1994, Pyon-
gyvang a interrompu le dialogue,
Séoul a adopté une attitude dite
« flexible », mais qui parait surtout
manguer de consistance.

Aujourd’hui, le gouvernement
recourt a la loi sur la sécurité na
tionale - I'instrument des régimes
précédents, qui permet de détenir
quiconque manifeste une sympa-
thie pour le Nord - pour réprimer
les étudiants, sans chercher a
comprendee leur révolte, A certains
égards désespérée, 3 I'encontre
d'une société dont les seuls objec-
tifs sont 1a croissance, et d'un pou-
voir adonné aux luttes politi-
ciennes et aux prébendes. Or une
démocratie peut-elle longtemps se
permettre d'ignorer les aspirations
d'une partie de sa future élite,
méme exprimées de manidre
condamnable ?

Philippe Pons
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MUNCHNER NEUESTE NACHRICHTEN AUS POLITIK, KULTUR, WIRTSCHAFT UND SPORT

'06. 8.27

Man kann, man darf, man mufB

Zwei ehemalige Présidenten Siidkoreas sind zu strengen Strafen verurteilt worden,
doch eine Blutorgie bleibt ungesiihnt

Von Gebhard Hielscher
Seoul, 26. August-DerSaal 417 im Land-
gericht von Secul ist in einem imposan-

ten Neubau auf der Siidseite des Han-'

Flusses untergebracht, weit entfernt vom
Larm und den Demonstrationen im Stadt-
zentrum. Hunderte von Bereitschaftspoli-
zisten siumen die Biirgersteige aller Stra-
Ben, die zum Gerichtsgebdude fiihren.
Auch die Ausginge des nahen U-Bahn-

hofs sind bewacht. Aber das sind nur Vor-"

sichtsmaBnahmen, die Leute diirfen am
Morgen ungehindert passieren. Erst in un-
mittelbarer Nithe der Einfahrt zum Ge-
richtsgeldnde, dort, wo die Aufnahmewa-

gen der Fernsehsender in Position gegan-

gen sind, greifen die Ordnungshiiter ak-
tiv ein, um die Zufahrt zum Gericht frei-
zuhalten. Auch fiir die 16 Angeklagten -
alles shemalige Generéle -, von denen
filnf in Gefingnisbussen zu Gericht gefah-
ren werden. Bei den librigen war die auf
héchstens sechs Monate begrenzte Unter-
suchungshaft abgelaufen, so muBten sie
freigelassen werden und konnten mit Pri-
vatwaren in Zivilkleidung zur Urteilsver-
kiindung erscheinen.

Kann man einen Staatsstreich straf-
rechtlich verfolgen? Darf man frithere
Staatsprésidenten wie pemeine Verhre-
cher aburteilen? Miissen sich ehemalige
Generile dem Willen ziviler Richter beu-
gen? ,Man kann", ,Man darf" und , Man
muf®, hat ein Gericht in Stidkorea am
Montag entschieden und damit auch poli-
tische Geschichte gemacht.

Als erster Angeklapgter betritt Chun
Doo Hwan, Staatsprisident von 1980 bis
1988, den Gerichtssaal. Aufrechten Gan-
gesund starr nach vorne schauend durch-
schreitet er das Spalier der Photographen
und Fernsehkameras, zeigt nur einmal
die Andeutung eines Kopfnickens und
stellt sich dann vor seinem Stuhl gegen-
iiber der Richterbani auf. Auf seinem tau-
bengrauen Gefdngniskittel prangt die
Hiftlingsnummer 3124. Kurz darauf
folgt der Angeklagte mit der Hiftlings-
nummer 1042, Es ist Roh Tae Woo, Chuns
Gefiahrte in Kindestagen, Klassenkame-
rad auf der Militirakademie und Amts-
nachfolger als Staatsoberhaupt Siidkore-
asbiszum Frithjahr 1893. Roh wirkt weni-
ger streng als Chun, nickt zum Grufl fast
jovial nach rechts und links, als sei dies ei-
ne Pressekonferenz und er noch Prisi-
dent, und nimmt dicht neben Chun Auf-
stellung. Die Hénde der beiden Hauptan-
geklagten beriihren sich fast. Die Kamera
zeigt, wie Rohs Linke die rechte Hand
von Chun ergreift und dieser den Hinde-
druck zégernd erwidert. Nur eine Sekun-
de lang entspannt sich Chuns starrer Ge-
sichtsausdruck zu einem Anflug von
Freundlichkeit. Alte Kameraden? Ein
Fernsehkommentator spekuliert, Chun
habe sich wihrend der Freundschaftsge-
ste gedacht: Deinetwegen mul ich hier
stehen, Du hast mir das eingebrockt.

168 szuxrmez=

Die Aufdeckung ven Geheimkonten,
auf denen Roh Millionen von Schmiergel-
dern aus seiner Amtszeit versteckt hatte,
durch einen Abgeordneten der Oppositi-
on hatte eine Lawine von Ermittlungen
ausgeldst, die schlieflich in zahlreichen
Anklagen wegen Bestechlichkeit oder Be-
stechung, Meuterei und Hochverrats gip-
felten. Dabei geriet Chun als Initiator
und Anfithrer des Militdrputsches vom
Dezember 1979 bald in die Rolle des
Hauptiibeltiters, der von Roh tatkriftig
unterstiitzt worden war.

Zwel Stunden braucht der Vorsitzende
Richter, um die Vorgéinge von 1879 und in
den Folgejahren einzuordnen und recht-
lich zu bewerten. Erst um die Mittagszeit
verkiindet er die Urteile: Sahyong - To-
desstrafe - fiir Chun, wie von der Staats-
anwaltschaft beantragt; 22 Jahre und
sechs Monate fiir Roh anstelle der gefor-
derten lebenslangen Haftstrafe. Auch die
Strafen fiir die {ibrigen Angeklagten fal-
len deutlich geringer aus als von der An-
klape beantragt, einer wird sogar freige-
sprochen. Den Gesichtsausdruck wvon
Chun und Reh bei der Urteilsverkiindung
zeigen die Fernsehaufnahmen nicht.

erraschung und auch Verbitterung
lost die richterliche Bewertung der Vor-
ginge um die blutige Niederschlagung
des Volksaufstands in der Provinzhaupt-
stadt Kwangju im Mai 1980 aus. Damals
waren Hunderte jugendlicher Demon-
stranten, aber auch Kinder und Frauen
von Fallschirmjiigern einer fir den Gue-
rillakampf gegen Nordkorea ausgebilde-
ten Sondereinheit niedergemetzelt wor-
den - eine Blutorgie von unbeschreibli-
cher Brutalitdt. Die genaue Zahl der To-
desopfer konnte nie ermittelt werden, of-

fiziell waren es etwa 200. Aullerdem gab
es schon nach den amtlichen Angaben
weit mehr als 1000 Verletzte.

Wer diese Einsitze befohlen hat, sel
nicht mehr zu ermitteln, befindet das Ge-
richt. Deshalb kinnten sie auch keinem
der Angeklagten zur Last gelegt werden,
So erhilt auch der damalige Komman-
deur der Fallschirmjiger, Chong Ho
Yong, statt der beantragten lebenslangen
Strafe nur zehn Jahre Haft. Dafl Chun
trotzdem zum Tode verurteilt wird, hangt
damit zusammen, daB das Gericht den
Putsch vom Dezember 1878 als Meuterei
wertete und Chun als ihren Anfithrer, fiir
den damiit die Hochststrafe gesetzlich vor-
geschrieben ist.

Die Ausklammerung der Ereignisse
von Kwangju ist fir die Hinterbliebenen
der Opfer besonders bitter. Einige von ih-
nen sind zu der Urteilsverkiindung eigens
nach Seoul gekommen; hinterher prote-
stieren sie empdrt. Es kommt zu Handge-
mengen mit der Polizei. Auch fiir Opposi-
ticnsfithrer Kim Dae Jung ist dieser Teil
des Urteils schwer zu akzeptieren. Kim
staromt aus der Provinz, deren Haupt-

- stadt Kwangju ist, und er war vom Mili-

tér als einer der ersten Politiker festge-
nommen worden. Er wurde im Septem-
ber 1980 - drei Wochen, nachdem sich
Chun zum Présidenten wihlen lie - von

‘einem Milit&rgericht zum Tode verurteilt

itberlebte nur dank weltweiter Prote-

te. Kim hat wenigstens die Genugtuung,
dal seinem langjihrigen Widersacher
Chun ein dhnliches Schicksal droht, aller-
dings unter zivileren Umstinden. Es gilt
als ziemlich sicher, dafi Chun nicht hinge-
richtet, ;ondern am Ende begnadigt wird.

Al ENDE DIE BEGNADIGUNG? Der ehemalige Prisident Chun Doo Hwan ist zum

Tode perurteilt worden, doch wird er wohl mit einer Haftstrafe dovonkommen.
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