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Eve of the Uprising
- The short spring ends.

1980. 5. 15 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

▲ Chonnam National University students confront riot police before joining the Grand Rally
for Democratization.

◀ Park Gwan-hyun, president
of the Chonnam National
University Student Council,
negotiates with the police.
1980. 5. 15 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek
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◀ University students and citizens carry
torches during a pro-democracy
demonstration on Gwangju's main
streets.
1980. 5. 10 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

1980. 5. 16 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

▲ Students of Chonnam National University hold a mock funeral to lay Park Chung-hee's Yusin
dictatorial regime to rest.
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1980. 5. 16 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

Professors of Chonnam National University lead a march of students toward Geumnam
street to attend the Grand Rally for Democratization.
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Gwangju in May 1980
- Gwangju was one.

1980. 5. 21 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

More than 20,000 out of Gwangju's 800,000 people took to the streets on May 21. This photo
was taken just before the military opened fire.
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1980. 5. 19 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ The military fires tear gas and chases demonstrators on Geumnam street.

1980. 5. 19 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ Soldiers surround a protester as citizens watch.
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1980. 5. 20 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

Soldiers try to stop a bus that is about to cross a police blockade.
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1980. 5. 19 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

Heavily-armed soldiers ready to take control of Geumnam and Chungjang Streets.
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1980. 5. 19 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ A woman asks about the whereabout of her loved ones.

1980. 5. 19 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ Citizens volunteer to help those who were injured.
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1980. 5. 27 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

A severely wounded citizen at the Chonnam National University Hospital.
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1980. 5. 22 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ Gwangju hospitals are flooded with injured citizens.

16·

Photographic Records
of the May 18 Democratic Uprising

1980. 5. 22 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ Many citizens volunteered to donate blood at the hospitals.
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◀ All schools in Gwangju,
including Gwangju Daedong
high school, were closed from
May 19 to 27.
1980. 5. 19 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

1980. 5. 20 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ Enraged citizens set fire to the MBC building in Gung-dong after learning that the military had
taken control of the region's newspapers and broadcast stations.
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1980. 5. 21 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

The tax office is also set on fire.
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1980. 5. 20 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

In what is considered to be a turning point of the Uprising, a demonstration led by about 200
vehicles takes shape near Mudeung stadium.
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1980. 5. 24 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

Many of the weapons are M16s and
carbine rifles. The militia inspects firearms
at the Provincial Government Office.
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1980. 5. 22 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

Women worked overtime to provide food to the militia.
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1980. 5. 24 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

The militia organized a medical squad equipped with an ambulance and a food supply team.

The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising ·23

1980. 5. 24 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ The militias wear helmets that they took from the military and police.
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1980. 5. 23 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ Citizens search for dead family members at a make
shift mortuary in the Provincial Government Office.
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1980. 5. 24 / 황종건 Hwang Chong-gun

▲ The square in front of the Provincial Government Office is
crowded with people who want to know the latest developments.

1980. 5. 22 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

▲ Despite the closings of the Jeonnam Ilbo and Jeonnam Maeil newspapers, citizens are able to
get news reports from "Tusahoebo" a militia bulletin which are posted on buildings in front of
the provincial Government office.
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1980. 5.27 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

The bullet-cracked window of a Chonnam National University school bus.
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1980. 5. 27 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

Arrested citizens are classified into three categories, one is being accused of
"illegal posession of firearms."
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1980. 5. 27 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

Soldiers surround and question a student who just happend to be wearing a high school training uniform.

The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising ·29

1980. 5. 28 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

A woman weeps after learning that her child is dead.
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1980. 5. 27 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

Members of the militia are handcuffed and inspected for weapons.
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1980. 5. 27 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

▲ Citizens pass through military inspections.

1980. 5.29 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

▲ Park Geum-hui, a student, was shot to death returning home after
donating blood at a hospital.
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1980. 5.29 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

The funeral procession's final stop is Mangwoldong Cemetery.
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1980. 5.29 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek

A woman wails for her dead child.
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1980. 5.29 / 김녕만 Kim Nyung-man

A girl and her grandmother mourn the death of a family member.
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From May to
Democracy and Unification
-The start of a new history

▶ Future president Kim Dae-Jung received the death
sentence for masterminding the May
18 Uprising.
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1980. 9. 17 /연합뉴스 Yonhap News
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1982. 5. 18 /광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

▲ Citizens marking the 2nd anniversary of the Uprising scuffle with the police.

◀ A total of 73 university students
occupied the U.S. Information Service
(USIS) in Seoul and issued a statement,
entitled "Why Did We Have to Occupy
the USIS?" The statement accused the
United States of masterminding the
Gwangju Massacre.
1982. 3. 18 / 연합뉴스 Yonhap news
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광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

▲ The USIS in Gwangju has been attacked more than 30 times since 1980.
The Gwangju USIS finally closed down in May.

▶ Seminary students, including Moon
Boo-sik and Kim Eun-suk, set fire
to the USIS in Busan.

1985. 5.26 / 연합뉴스 Yonhap news
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1981. 4. 3 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

Song Ki-sook, a professor arrested during the Uprising, is released from prison.
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1985. 12.2 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

University students inside the Gwangju USIS communicate with the outside world with
signs and posters.
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1995. 7 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

▲ About 150 people stage a protest at the Myeong-dong Catholic Church in Seoul to seek justice
for the Gwangju slaughter.
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▼ Nuns from Gwangju parish demonstrate
in front of the Catholic Center on
Geumnam Street.

1987. 6. 10 / 나경택 Na Kyung-taek
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1987. 2. 7 / 연합뉴스 Yonhap News

▲ Members of Association of Democratic Movement protest in front of Chosun Hotel in Seoul.
They are holding a portrait of Park Jong-chul, a student activist who died at the hand of investigators
during police custody.

▶ Yonsei University student Lee Han-yeol died on July 5 after being shot by a police of
a tear gas shell on June 9, 1987. Lee's death triggered the June Uprising. About
1 million people gathered in front of Seoul City Hall for his funeral.
Lee was later buried at Mangwoldong Cemetery.

44·

Photographic Records
of the May 18 Democratic Uprising

1987. 7. 9 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo
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1990. /광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

Investigators try to identify the skeletal remains of bodies.
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1988. 12 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

The Special Committee for the Investigation of the Truth of the May 18 Gwangju Democratization
Movement was set up. The committee held hearings in which(from left)Song Ki-sook, Jo Bio, Myung
No-geun and Yoon-gyu testified.
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1993. 5 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

Citizens buy videotapes about the Gwangju Uprising in Gwangcheon Terminal.
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1994. 5. / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

Many people filed lawsuits and complaints against perpetrators of the Gwangju massacre
even before the Special Act on the May 18 Democratic Uprising was legislated.
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1995. 7. 18 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

The Gwangju-Jeonnam Joint Committee holds a demonstration before departing for Seoul for a protest
after the prosecution announced that a successful coup cannot be punished.
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1995 / 뉴욕 New York

Koreans in New York City stage a demonstration to demand the punishment of those who were
involved in the May 18 slaughter.
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1987. 6. 10 / 연합뉴스 Yonhap News

▲ The Democratic Justice Party appoints Roh Tae-woo(left) as its presidential candidate during a party
convention at Jamsil Stadium.
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▼ On Aug. 5, 1996, the prosecution senlenced death and life
imprisonment to former presidents Chun Doo-hwan and
Roh Tae-woo, respectively.

1996. 8. 5 / 연합뉴스 Yonhap News
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1995. 11. 24 / 광주일보 Gwangju Ilbo

People read wall posters informing that President Kim Young-sam has ordered the Democratic
Liberal Party to legislate the Special Act on the May 18 Democratic Uprising.
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I. The Character of the May 18th
Gwangju Democratic Uprising
The most tragic and
disgraceful incident in modern
Korean history took place in
Gwangju in May 1980. During
the uprising many citizens of
Gwangju were killed by soldiers.
It started with the December 12,
1979 coup by Chun Doo-hwan's
military junta who occupied the
Chonnam Provincial Hall with armed forces sent to Gwangju by the Martial Law
Enforcement Headquarters. After the assassination of President Park Chung-hee, a
group of politically minded soldiers undertook Operation Chungjung (Operation True
Heart) to quell the uprising in Gwangju.
This is how, the Fifth Republic came into existence. The victims of the martial law
force's brutality numbered 4,369 all told: 154 killed, 74 missing, 4,141 wounded
(including the dead due to it) and placed under arrest. This data was based on the
present condition of compensation related to The May 18 Uprising, as of November
31, 2006. Among the 7.173 requested cases, 5,060 were admitted. The number of
people illegally taken into custody during the period of Martial law was more than
3,000, and nobody knows how many people were unjustly arrested while they were
demonstrating against martial law.
Recent history has proven that the Gwangju Democratic Uprising was a victory, not
a defeat, and that the people who lost their lives in Gwangju did not give their lives
in vain. Today, they are our heroes. Although the Gwangju Democratic Uprising
seemed to end in failure, that failure became an inspiration for the democratic
consciousness that fueled opposition to the dictatorship of the 1980s. However, it
was only after many twists and turns and twists that the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising was properly defined as a people's resistance, and not a riot.
At the time, government authorities referred to the uprising as "the Gwangju
affair," "a riot," or "a rebellion backed by some seditious power scheming to
The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising ·61

overthrow the government." In June 1987, however, people throughout the country
slowly started to recognize the true nature of the Gwangju Uprising of May, 1980. In
June 1988, with the advent of the Sixth Republic the Uprising was renamed the
"Gwangju Democratization Movement" in order to restore national harmony.
Additionally, in the 13th National Assembly, the change in the balance of political
power made it possible to hold a hearing concerning the Gwangju Uprising. This
hearing was televised all over
the country, and it played an
important role in spreading the
truth of what had happened in
Gwangju. It brought to light
how brutally martial law forces
had treated the citizens for
those ten days in May.
In 1993 on May 13th, with the
start of a civilian government,
President Kim Young-sam made his position on the Gwangju Democratic Uprising
clear in a speech: "The bloodshed of Gwangju in May, 1980 is the cornerstone of this
country's democracy. Its victims dedicated their lives to democracy." He continued by
indicating the shift in perception that had taken place: "this government today
stands in line with the Gwangju Democratization Movement." In this announcement,
he redeemed the Gwangju Democratic Uprising.
Again, thanks to a drive "to set history to rights," after the speech on May 13, the
5·18 Special Law was enacted. It is rated as a great contribution in "bringing the
military junta," who had cruelly trampled upon Gwangju, "to trial under law, justice,
and history" and "in healing the
wounds that the nation had
suffered in the past."
Contrary to this perspective,
however, the Supreme Court
then ruled that the Gwangju
Uprising was "a peoples'
rebellion" and declared the
people who took part in the
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uprising, "a mob." So the Gwangju Democratic Uprising will remain a rebellion, and
the participants a "mob" until there is a reversal of the ruling through retrial. The full
truth of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising has yet to be disclosed. After the
extension of martial law on May 17, 1980, several questions remain: (1) why were
the martial law forces sent to Gwangju reinforced; (2) who acted as the leader of the
army; and (3) who gave orders for the army to fire? We still do not know. Equally, we
are still unsure about what role the United States military and government played in
the decision making process, and how many innocent citizens were killed.
Even though most military officers have been "strictly judged by law and history,"
the truth is, even now, as much in the dark as ever. So it is our duty to set the matter
straight.
In order to correctly establish the historical meaning of the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising, we should evaluate its character. Opinions can be roughly summed up as
follows:
1. The Gwangju Democratic
Uprising

offered

an

important inspiration to the
traditional

spirit

of

democratic uprisings in
Korea. The Gwangju people,
in the last analysis, rose
against

a

military

government which had
originally come on the scene through a military coup d'etat on May 16, 1961. That
coup denied the spirit of the April 19th Democratic Revolution of 1960 and
established an oppressive system of government.
2. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising shows that people can become dynamic power
in national histories. Through the 1980s, the example set by the Gwangju
Democratic Uprising, people from all quarters of life, laborers, farmers, students,
the poor, the religious, artists, intellectuals and dissidents, became profoundly
conscious of their power in a democratic movement. The spirit of the Uprising
gave rise to the development of a national democratic movement.
3. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising demonstrated that "armed resistance" against
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an unjust government is
a human right, and that
the justice of such
resistance could be
officially sanctioned. The
Gwangju Democratic
Uprising which had been
denounced

by

the

authorities as "a rebellion
of armed rioters" has
been renamed by the Government, "The Gwangju Democratic Movement." The
people's right to assert their freedom, which even the Peasant Uprising in 1894 or
the Donghak Revolution, or the conflict with Japan which has not yet been
offcially established, were properly recognized through the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising.
4. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising led to a rejection of the Chun Doo-hwan
regime's claims of legitimacy and morality. In the end, the Uprising played a
decisive part in overthrowing the regime which had continued the oppressive
policies of President Park Chung-hee's Yushin (Renovation) System. Chun's
regime tried to make use of every loopholes possible, and it grossly abused its
authority, but finally, it collapsed under the waves of resistance which broke out
anew every May in Gwangju in the years following the Uprising. From this point
of view, the Gwangju Democratic Uprising played a decisive role in motivating the
national democratic movement. Furthermore, it established a new political
precedent for the people by overthrowing Chun's "Fifth Republic" through the
unity of the people.
The Gwangju Democratic Uprising should not be considered as a painful and,
frustrated chapter of an era, but should be placed in the modern history of this
country as the starting point of democratization. It should go down in Korea's
national history and national consciousness as an inspiring stand for human freedom
and dignity.
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Ⅱ. The Last of the Yushin System and
the Insurgent Troops on December 12, 1979
1. The Collapse of the Yushin System: the October 26th Incident
A. The Political Background of the October 26th Incident
The crisis of October 26, 1979 has been considered a sudden political occurrence
brought about by antagonism between the ruling group and the people. The socalled "Yushin System" was a typical military dictatorship which suppressed the
fundamental freedoms and rights of the people; rights like freedom of speech, of the
press, of assembly, of association, of thought, of learning, and of conscience--the
basis of democracy--were suppressed in the name of security. However, as
opposition to the dictatorship increased, especially among young intellectuals, these
fundamental social atmosphere of the 1970s made reform inevitable. An explicit
indication that the Yushin System was faced with a grave crisis revealed itself
publicly in the general election for membership in the 10th National Assembly held
on Dec. 12, 1978. In this election the governing party, the Republican party, polled
only 31.7 percent of the vote cast although they tried by every means available to
affect the vote. On the other hand, the opposition parties, the New Democratic
Party and the Unification Party, won 32.8 and 7.4 percent of the vote respectively.
These results in an electoral process so compromised by the party in power clearly
demonstrated that the people were against dictator Park Chung-hee's Yushin
(Renovation) Constitution, its economic policy and political system had deprived the
people of their fundamental rights.
The 10th general election resulted in an appeasement policy by the dictatorial
government, and Kim Dae-jung, the former candidate for presidency on the New
Democratic Party ticket, was exempted from execution and released from prison on
Dec. 12, 1978. On May 29, 1979, at a rally of the New Democratic Party, Kim Youngsam and Kim Dae-jung, appearing together as leaders, formed an alliance and
adopted a "clean party" platform. While this event brought hope to the minds of the
nation, the Yushin regime's power grew more corrupt.
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In the latter half of 1979, the people saw hope for a better future and the Yushin
System faced a crisis.

B. YH Female Workers Besiege the New Democratic Party Building,
and Kim Yung-Sam's Dismissal from the National Assembly
What we call "the YH event" brought about by "female laborers" afforded an
incentive to social upheaval. On the morning of the 9th of August, 1979, two
hundred female employees of the YH Trading Stock Corporation that ran a sewing
business (the president, Chang Yong-ho) rushed into the hall on the fourth floor of
the New Democratic Party Building and protested against the proprietor's decision to
close his business, demanding that he carry on the enterprise for them to continue
their work. They shut themselves up in the hall as a means of last resort. The Yushin
Government used excessive force to disperse them. This, however, was not because
the authorities considered the event to be of grave importance. Its real intention
was to make use of the chance to oppress the New Democratic Party, the leading
party of the opposition, and to instigate its collapse.
That day the Police Authorities, under the name of "the 101 operation," threw
1000 policemen in uniform and civilian clothes into the Party Building to drag out the
174 female workers. In the process of executing this action, Kim Kyung-sook, one of
the Union leaders, jumped out the fourth floor window and was seriously injured.
She died later in a hospital. The police broke into the party leader's office and
dragged out the leader and the leading members of the party, treating them cruelly.
The political situation rapidly worsened, and the Park regime promptly tried to
maneuver the opposition party into a split. On August 13, Yun Jong-wan and two
others, who were not national assembly members, but part of a local delegation of
the New Democratic Party, submitted an application of provisional deposition to the
court, asking it to suspend the performance of duty of the president and all the vicepresidents of the New Democratic Party. Meanwhile, the Yushin Regime
continuously criticized the Democratic Party's involvement in the YH event.
On the morning of September 8th, the 16th Consultant Committee of the Seoul
Local Court (Chief Judge, Jo Urn) accepted the application of provisional deposition
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and decided to suspend the
leaders of the New Democratic
Party from duty, and to elect
Chung Woon-kap as Acting
P re s i d e n t

of

the

New

Democratic Party.
At the same time, Kim Daejung's house was completely
blockaded by the Yushin
Regime. At a press interview on
September 10th, Kim Young-sam said, "I'll resist the present regime," and at a press
interview with The New York Times he demanded that the Carter Administration
stop its support of the Park regime. This led the Park regime to assert that what Kim
Young-sam had done was "an anti-constitutional and anti- national act" and to ask
the National Assembly for disciplinary punishment of Kim Young-sam. On the
afternoon of October 4th, 159 members of the Republican Party (Gonghwa-dang)
and the Yujung Club surprisingly decided to dismiss Kim Young-Sam from
membership in the National Assembly.
Having witnessed the YH event, and then, the expulsion of the leader of the party
from the National Assembly, the people developed an unprecedented distrust and
hatred for the Yushin System. What is more, the student movement, simultaneously
with the beginning of the second semester, began demanding the end of the Yushin
System, based on their dissatisfaction with these events.

C. A Prelude to the Collapse of the Yushin System: the Pusan and
Masan Democratic Uprisings
At 10 a.m. on October 16, a group of students had no sooner begun to
demonstrate against the military dictatorship shouting "Do Away with the Yushin
System!" and "Down with the dictatorship!" in front of the library of Pusan
University, when over 1000 students stormed the building. Before long, as the
demonstrators considerably increased in number, they broke through the police
cordon taking up a position in front of the school gate, and in the afternoon they
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threaded their way through the streets all over the city. "The demonstrators against
the Yushin System" had destroyed 11 Pusan City police boxes by one o'clock on the
morning of October 17th, amid the hearty cheers of the citizens. A democratic
uprising was developing on a large scale.
When Pusan University was closed by the government on the 17th, the students of
Tonga University marched into the streets and joined the movement. In response, the
Yushin regime declared that Pusan would be placed under martial law by midnight
on the 18th. Citizens and students all over Nampo-dong demonstrated until late that
night, crying, "Do away with martial law!" and "Do away with the Yushin System!"
and "Down with the dictatorship!" In response the Yushin regime sent the 3rd
paratroops brigade under the command of Brigadier General Choi Se-chang, who
indiscriminately suppressed the demonstrators and managed to quell the
demonstration.
But on the morning of October 18th, 1979, in Masan City, a place which had
afforded an incentive to the Revolution of April 19th, 1960, over 1,000 students of
Kyungnam University demonstrated on the campus, disregarding the order for the
school to be closed, and then marched into the streets at about 5 o'clock in the
afternoon. As it grew darker the demonstrators, joined by citizens, increased in
number into the tens of thousands. The demonstrators destroyed the provincial
subdivision office of the Republican Party (Konghwa Dang), and attacked the North
Masan Police box, the house of Park Chong-gyu [chief guard of the Blue House
(Chungwadae)], Masan City Hall, Masan Law Court, Masan MBC (a local broadcasting
station), and other government offices. All told, 19 public buildings were attacked
one after another. They had all helped maintain and defend the Yushin System. The
Yushin regime sent 250 soldiers of the 39th division in order to quell the
demonstrators, but the demonstration continued until 2 o'clock in the morning. On
the following night, the 19th, as the citizens and students held another
demonstration, over 1500 armed soldiers were drawn into the city, and on the 20th
with "the declaration that Masan was under a state of siege" the Pusan and Masan
Democratic Uprising" came to end.
During "The Pusan and Masan Democratic Uprising" which lasted for four days
from the 16th to the 19th of October, 1,563 demonstrators were arrested, of which
500 were students, and the rest, laborers, stall keepers, and salaried men.

68·

The Last of the Yushin System and
the Insurgent Troops on December 12, 1979

D. The Collapse of the Yushin Dictatorship: October 26, 1979
Around 7:40 p.m. on October 26, at a dinner party in a secret, "safe" location in
Kungjung-dong, Park Chung-hee, who had come into power through a coup d'etat
and exercised his authority for 18 years, was shot dead by Kim Jae-kyu, chief of the
Korean Central Intelligence Agency. The incident was the result of a conflict within
the ruling power, which reflected the closed politics of the Yushin system and
presaged the fall of the Yushin regime.
"The Winter Republic," as it was named in the title of a poem by Yang Sung-woo,
stood for the Yushin System and the emergency measures ordinance which had
been in operation in Korea for the 18 years of Park Chung-hee's regime. With Park's
death, this Republic encountered a sudden collapse, but it was not the direct and
increasing resistance of the people that cancelled Park's authority. Accordingly, this
circumstance was already charged with a coming tragedy. Although Park Chunghee, a man of absolute power, was gone, the powerful group who had supported
and defended the Yushin regime continued on in power led by a group of politically
minded military men. These men had created the Yushin regime, and after Park's
death, maintained it. This pivotal force still existed in the political system.

2. The War of the Stars (Generals), Post-Coup Machinations: the
December 12th Coup d'etat
A. Chun Doo-hwan's Position after the October 26th Incident
Following the October 26th coup, Martial law was declared throughout the
country, except Cheju-do. The Acting President, Choi Kyu- ha and the commander of
the forces enforcing martial law, Chung Seung-hwa, set up the Joint Search
Headquarters and appointed Chun Doo-hwan, Commander of the National Security
Force, to be the Superintendent of the new agency.
Chun Doo-hwan, who now held multiple offices as Commander of the National
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Security Force and the Superintendent of
the Joint Search Headquarters, began to
attract the attention of the press at home
and abroad. For example, the San Kei
Newspaper of Japan reported on
November 2nd, "The opinion that Chun
Doo-hwan, the Superintendent of the Joint
Search Headquarters is the most powerful
person in the Korean military is firm."
Indeed, he was then in control of the
operations of information, security and
search.

B. The Start of the Coup d'etat, and the Struggle for Power between Chung Seung-hwa and Chun Doo-hwan
Chung Seung-hwa, the Chief of the General Staff, and Commander of the
Enforcing Martial Law Forces, reorganized the military personnel administration. He
excluded the "politically minded officers" who had held important offices in the
guard room of the Blue House, the commanding section of Army Headquarters, the
Headquarters of the Metropolitan Defense Division, the Headquarters of the Special
Combat Division, etc., and enjoyed special favor. He took these measures ostensibly
to establish that military men should not intervene in political affairs after the 26 October
coup, but he inwardly wanted to seize the power to command the military authorities.
With these actions, a difference of opinion arose between Chung Seung-hwa and
Chun Doo-hwan. Following the coup on October 26th, Chung Seung-hwa took the
position that "The Yushin System must be changed," while Chun Doo-hwan and a
group of military-minded young officers under him desired to maintain it. They
expressed their dissatisfaction with Chung Seung-hwa's attitude that military power
should not intervene in political matters and opposed him. They noted that Chung
Seung-hwa met Roh Jae-hyun, the Minister of National Defense, and consulted with
him about transferring Chun Doo-hwan to the Eastern Coast Guard as Commander
there. When Major General Chun Doo-hwan received this information, he sent for
Roh Tae-woo, the Commander of the 9th Division on 8 Dec. 1979, on the occasion of
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Roh's visit to Seoul.
Chun Doo-hwan, the Commander of the National Security Agency, in a briefing by
Hur Hwa-pyung, the chief secretary, emphatically asserted that Chung Seung-hwa
should be arrested for the following reasons: (1) friendly relations between Chung
and Kim Jae-kyu; (2) Chung's presence at the scene of President Park's assassination;
(3) Chung's receipt of money from Kim Jae-kyu; (4) Chung's instructions to reduce
the murder charges against Kim Jae-kyu; (5) Chung's instructions that the President's
murder trial should be concluded as soon as possible; and (6) the opposition of the
young military officers to Chung. Roh Tae-woo gave his assent to this plan and after
the date was fixed for December 12, a day before the reshuffling of the Cabinet, he,
with Commander Chun Doo-hwan, decided to persuade the group of young officers
from the Hana Association to join them.

C. The Democratic Revolt of Junior Officers on December 12 against
Senior Officers: the Password, "a Party in the House of Birthday"
Around 6: 30 p.m on Dec. 12, 1979, a group of young officers, that is, the
commanders of the Metropolitan Forces from the Hana Association, with Chun Doohwan as their head, deserted their jobs in utter disregard of the state of Emergency
Martial Law and flocked to the office of the 30th defense commandant of the
Metropolitan Guard in Kyungbok Palace, using the password "A party in the house
of birthday."

Commanders who gathered at the office of the 30th Commandant
in Kyungbok Palace.
Name

Position

Reference

Chun Doo-hwan

Commander of Security Agency &
Superintendent of the Joint Search
Headquarters

11th student of the Army
Academy, Major General

Cha Kyu-hyun

Commandant of the Metroplitan Corps

8th student of the Army
Academy, Lt.General

Yu Hak-sung

Assistant Minister of Munitions, Defense
Ministry

8th student of the Army
Academy, Lt.General
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Hwang Young-shi Commander of the 1st Army Corps

10th student of the Army
Academy, Lt.General

Roh Tae-woo

Commander of the 9th Division

11th student of the Army
Academy, Major General

Baik Wun-hak

Commander of the 71th Defense Division

11th student of the Army
Academy, Brig. General

Park Joonbyung

Commander of the 20th Division

12th student of the Army
Academy, Major General

Park Hee-do

Commander of the 1st Paratroop Brigadier

12th student of the Army
Academy, Brig. General

Choi Saechang

Commander of the 3rd Paratroop Brigadier

13th student of the Army
Academy, Brig. General

Chang Ki-ho

Commander of the 5th Paratroop Brigadier

12th student of the Army
Academy, Brig. General

Chang Se-dong

Commander of the 30th Paratroop Brigadier

16th student of the Army
Academy, Colonel

Kim Jin-young

Commandant of the 33rd Guard
under the Metropolitan Headquarters

17th student of the Army
Academy, Colonel

Lee Hak-bong

Head of the Bureau of Anti- Communism
under the Security Agency

18th student of the Army
Academy, Lt.Colonel

(Material source: Chung Sang-yong, et al.The Gwangju Democratic Uprising, 1990. Dolbege. p. 70).

Commander Chun chose Col. Hur Sam-soo, Head of the Bureau of Personnel under
the Security Agency, and Col. Wu Kyung-yun, the Commandant of Army Criminal
Investigation and the second director of the investigation under the Joint Search
Headquarters, to arrest Chung Seung-hwa, the Chief of the General Staff. They
arrived at the Official Residence of the Chief of General Staff with reinforcements
around 6: 50 p.m. About 7: 15 p.m. While interviewing Chung in the drawing- room,
they said, "We have to take you to the recording machine in order to record your
statement concerning Kim Jae-kyu," falsely insisting that it was the President's
instruction. Chung called his aid, Major Lee Jae-chun, to come in. The two Colonels,
Hur Sam-soo and Wu Kyung-yun then shot at Lee and the guard, Captain Kim Insun. While the Chief of the General Staff shouted, "Stop shooting!" an officer in
guard uniform fired an M16 rifle through the big glass window of the drawingroom. He then jumped in thrusting his rifle at the Chief. Hur Sam-soo forced Chung
out of the Official Residence and into a car, and in no time confined him in the
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detached office of the Security Agency in Surbinggo.
Meanwhile, the Commander of the Security Agency, Chun Doo-hwan, attended by
the head of the Bureau of Anti-Communism under the Security Agency and the 1st
Director of the Joint Search Bureau, Lt. Col. Lee Hak-bong, visited the Prime
Minister's Official Residence to get sanction from President Choi for arresting Chung,
although the Chief of the General Staff had already been arrested.
But President Choi refused, saying he couldn't do that without the Defense
Minister's consent. In spite of Chun's persistent requests, the President repeated his
position firmly ordering that Chun should bring the Defense Minister there. The
situation was getting worse. The commanding officers in Kyungbok Palace would
not withdraw. They disregarded the President's refusal of the sanction and the order
of the military authorities that they return to their detachments. On the contrary,
they made Col. Ko Myung-seung, who was in charge of the operation of the
guardhouse in the Prime Minister's Official Residence located in Samchung-dong,
disarm the guarding force, blockade the residence and virtually imprison the
President.
Chun Doo-hwan, the Superintendent of the Joint Search Bureau, with all his
faction, including the Commander of the 1st Army Corps., Hwang Young-shi, once
again stormed the President's office and demanded the sanction from him. However,
the President would not budge even though Chun insisted that the Chief of the
General Staff be arrested, saying that it was the wish of the army's leading
commanders. Because Chun Doo-hwan and the leading commanders who gathered
in the office of the commandant of the 30th guarding force in Kyungbok Palace
couldn't get the sanction from the President, their action was considered a mutiny
against their seniors.

D. The Army Headquarters Counterattack and Mobilization by the
Coup Army
In the meantime, at the Army Headquarters under Vice-Chief of the General Staff,
Yun Sung-min, official military discipline was enforced in hopes of setting the
command system right. Yun discovered, in the process of checking the units under
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his command, that the commanders of the front line, Hwang Young-shi, Yu Haksung, Cha Kyu-hyun, Roh Tae-woo, and others, had deserted their duty and gone to
Kyungbok Palace. Vice-Chief Yun ordered them to restore the Chief of the General
Staff to his place and return to their own posts, but they ignored him. The staff of
the official commanding department of the Army Headquarters agreed with the
proposition that the Chief of the General Staff should be restored and that the rebel
army who had arrested him should be punished.
As soon as he heard the news that shooting had taken place, Roh Jae-hyun, the
Defense Minister, hid himself in a U.S. Army bunker in Yongsan with Kim Jonghwan, the Chief of the Joint Staff. And the Commander of the Metro- politan Guard
Headquarters, Chang Tae-wan, the Commander of the Special forces, Chung Byungjoo, the Superintendent of the Military Police under the Army Headquarters, Kim
Chin-ki, and others -- the staff close to the Chief of the General Staff, who were then
at a party held in a restaurant located in Shinchon--hurriedly returned to their own
posts at the news that a state of emergency had been announced and that the Chief
of the General Staff had been arrested.
About 10:30 p.m., the staff of the commanding section of the rebel army once
again made a request for sanction from the President but failed. They managed to
get in touch with the Defense Minister, Roh Jae-hyun, by telephone, but he also
refused to come to the Prime Minister's Official Residence and asked that the Chief of
the General Staff be restored.
The commanding section of the rebel army decided to resort to force. Chun Doohwan concluded that "Now, the use of armed force is the only way to control the
counter force" and he ordered Park Hee-do, the Commander of the 1st Paratroops
Brigade, "to seize the Defence Ministry and the Army Headquarters by armed force."
Park occupied the Army Headquarters without meeting with any resistance around 1
a.m. on Dec. 13th.
Then, Chun ordered Choi Sae-chang, the Commander of the 3rd Paratroops
Brigade and Kim Jung-ryong, Commandant of the security section at the Special
Combat Headquarters to arrest Chung Byung-joo, the Commander of the Special
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Combat Headquarters. Around 3 a.m. Chung Byung-joo was shot, wounded, and
arrested by his own men who crowded into the office of the Commander.
At 3:35 p.m. on December 13th, Chun Doo-hwan had Lt. Col. Shin Yung Hee arrest
Yun Sung-min, Vice Chief of the General Staff, Moon Heung-goo, the Chief of the
Joint Staff Office, Ha So-gon, the Chief of the Operation Staff under the Army
Headquarters, Chang Tae-wan, the Commander of the Metropolitan Guard
Headquarters, and others. They were making arrangements with regards to the
situation in the office of the Commander of the Metropolitan Guard Headquarters.
The commanding generals of the Army Headquarters arrested here were taken to
the detached office of the Security Headquarters in Surbinggo under the instructions
of Hur Hwa-pyung, the chief secretary of the Security Agency.
Brig. Major General, Baik Wun-taik, the Commander of the 71st Defense Division,
phoned Lee Sang-kyu, the Commander of the 2nd Mechanized Brigade and
requested him to mobilize tank forces strong enough to confront the tanks of the
Metropolitan Mechanized Division. He instructed Roh Tae-woo, the Commander of
the 9th Division, to send the 29th Regiment of the 9th Division to the Central
Government Building. The 29th Regiment of the 9th Division joined with the 16th
Tank Battalion of the 2nd Mechanized Brigade on the way to Seoul, and marched
with them into Seoul. The 90th Regiment of the 30th Division under the command of
Major General Park Hee-mo occupied the Central Government Building in order to
protect the command post of the rebel army. Thus, all disturbance came to a close at
dawn on December 13th.
The military commanders of the metropolitan area handled by Major General Chun
Doo-hwan and the Rebel Army disregarded the military command system of Army
Headquarters and mobilized the military force of the metropolitan area. They
occupied Army Headquarters, the Defense Ministry, the Metropolitan Guard
Headquarters, the Special Combat Headquarters, etc., and arrested the brains of the
Army Headquarters. In this way they made a success of the December 12th coup
d'etat in utter disregard of their seniors.
The military force of the Rebel Army illegally mobilized was as follows:
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The Conditions of Military Units Mobilized by the Rebel Army on 12, December
Units

Military force

Target place

The date & The date &
time of
time of
occupation withdrawal

The place
of movement

1st Paratroop
(3 Battalions)

Defense Ministry
officers: 137
The Army Headprivates: 755
(1st, 2nd, 5th bat.) quarters

2 a.m.
Dec.13

12:01 a.m.
Dec.25

Training institute
of communication
for Public officials

3rd Paratroop
(2 Battalions)

officers:108
privates:539
12th, 15th bat.

Kyungbok
Palace

6:50 a.m.
Dec.13

12:14a.m.
Dec.14

Hanyang Univ.

5th Paratroop
(2 Battalions)

officers:79
privates:410
(21st,25th bat.)

Hyo Chang Playground

6 a.m.
Dec.13

1:30a.m.
Dec.26

Chang Wuidong
(Namdaemoom
Middle School)

9th Regiment
of the 30th
Division

officers:72
privates:1,058

71st Training
Corps
712th branch

6:20 a.m.
Dec.13

11 a.m.
Dec.23

Su Sek
(return to their
post)

29th Regiment
of the
9th Division

officers: 109
privates:1,285

71st Training
Corps
712th branch

3:30 a.m.
Dec.13

12:01a.m.
Dec.24

Il San
(return to their
post)

Central
Building

3:25 a.m.
Dec.13

12:01 a.m.
Dec.17

Keum Chon
(return to their
post)

officers:119
2nd Mechanized
privates:167
Brigade
(tanks:35)

(Peace Democratic Party, The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising: a White Book, p. 20)

The military officers who succeeded in the coup all belonged to a private club
called Hanahoi. Chun Doo-hwan was the club's central figure. It took only ten-odd
hours, from the evening on 12th of Dec. till the dawn of the next day, for the rebel
army to stage the revolt. On the morning of the 13th they had become the so-called
"New Military Power" seizing the right of military command officially. Eight months
later they came into political power.
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Ⅲ. The Retreat of Democratization
1. The Appearance of a New Junta and the Plot to Usurp Political Power
A. The New Junta's Seizure of the Choi Administration Cabinet
Eight months after the New Military Power
seized military command, President Choi
resigned and Chun Doo-hwan became
President. This was "the coup d'etat which
would take the longest time in the history of
the world." The new military power had
adopted three measures to disempower the
Choi Cabinet: (1) the maintaining of martial law;
(2) the reinforcement of their power and
extension of the operational domain of the
Joint Search Headquarters; and (3) the delaying
of the revision of the constitution. In addition to
this, while maintaining martial law, they had
immediately begun justifying their future accession to political power by what they
called "K-Operations," patching up public opinion and preparing for the political
take-over.
First of all, Shin Hyun-hak, one of the remaining vestiges of the Yushin Regime, set
about holding the cabinet at his command. As Chun Doo-hwan could not exert
efficient and direct influence over it in either his capacity as Commander of the
Security Agency or as Superintendent of the Joint Search Headquarters, it was
urgently necessary for him to be the Chief of the Central Intelligence Bureau too. He
insisted on this in the office of Prime Minister Shin Hyun-hwak around the end of
March, 1980. When the Prime Minister objected to his demand, Chun menacingly
said that he had given instructions for an investigation of the 59.4 percent increase in
the price of oil on Jan. 29, 1980. There was a suspicion that the Prime Minister was
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behind this increase. In this way Chun received tacit consent from the Prime Minister,
and President Choi appointed him the acting Chief of the Central Intelligence Bureau
on April 14. This was clearly against article 7 of the Law of the Central Intelligence
Bureau--that the Chief of the Central Intelligence Bureau should not have another
position at the same time. Chun Doo-hwan had been able to be present at the
Cabinet Council even before 14 April, but his duty had been limited to reporting on
the proceedings and expediting procedural matters. But after he was appointed as
the Chief of the Central Intelligence Bureau, he took control of and revised the
policy which the Cabinet of Shin Hyun-whak under the Choi Administration had
mapped out.

B. "K-Operations," Manipulating the Press
After the New Military Power restored the information section of the Security
Headquarters on the first of February 1980, they pushed ahead with plans for
elaborate political maneuvering of people from every quarter of society. The KManeuvering Plan (K stands for King) or "K-Operations" was drawn up by a group
called the "Team of Press Manipulation," the leader of which was Lee Sang Jae, a
warrant-officer. This K-Maneuvering Plan was not revealed to the public until Lee
Chul, a member of the National Assembly, submitted information to the Chairman of
the Fifth Republic and the Gwangju Special Committee before "The Hearing in the
National Assembly concerning Chun Doo-hwan" on Dec. 29, 1989.
The aim of "K-Operations" was to justify to the public the new military power's
seizure of political power. Making full use of the Team of Press Manipulation, they
worked to "change the public's desire for a democratization movement into a desire
for safety." First, they worked to censor the news, and second, they worked to
conciliate the press by contacting all the 94 presidents and executives of the daily
newspapers and broadcasting stations: all the organs of public opinion one after
another. They wanted to persuade everyone to believe that the New Military Power
with Chun Doo-hwan at its head was their only hope against "the spread of
disorder."
What is especially noteworthy in the clauses of the "K- Maneuvering Plan" is the
statement that "in case it should be necessary to revise or complement the clauses in
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the process of maneuvering, the operation team must go into action after sanction is
given by the Commander of the Security Headquarters." This "K-Maneuvering Plan"
was drawn up at the Security Headquarters, where the Commander of the Security
Headquarters at that time was Chun Doo-hwan.

C. Chungjung Training (Riot Control Training)
On Feb. 18, 1980, the new military power ordered the Army Headquarters to
enforce "Chungjung Training" on the Chungjung Unit and the important back-up
units. The so-called "Chungjung Training" was enforced even on the ordinary units
with the special combat unit called "paratroops" as its central force. Beginning on the
4th of March, the new military power assiduously carried out CPX and FTX training
for three days, in order to check the effectiveness of the training and complement its
defects just before the opening day of the universities. Soon after that they
summoned the first Chungjung Conference on May 6,1980.
Present at the conference were Chung Ho-yong, the Commander of the Special
Combat Unit, the Brigade Commanders of the 1st, 3rd, 5th, and 9th Brigades, the
Commanders of the 20th, 30th, and 26th Divisions and the staff corresponding to
each unit. The conference was held at the Metropolitan Guard Headquarters where
Roh Tae-woo was the commander.
The main force of the Chungjung Units were paratroops who were trained with
clubs used for quelling riots (the length of the club: from 45 to 70 cm., the diameter:
from 5 to 6 cm, the wood: ash). The Chungjung Training was a drill for quelling
demonstrators stressing offense over defense. In order to attain their purpose, the
soldiers, equipped lightly with the clubs, made a dash at demonstrators and broke
them up, preventing them from rallying again, and arresting the ringleaders. The
new military power defined the student movement as "a reckless resistance power",
and concluded that the students had to be isolated from the public, that is, to be put
in jail, and in cases where matters did not go as arranged, "a strong punitive step"
was to be taken.
In the early stages of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising, the commanding officers
ordered the soldiers to dash at the demonstrators, scatter them, frustrate their
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attempts to rally, search for the
ringleaders, and wound and kill
them without mercy. This was
quite different from the
standard action of the police
who

only

prevented

demonstrations from spreading
and tried to break them up. This
was the new tactic of the army
resulted from the Chungjung
Training. The soldiers, from the beginning, took aim at the vital parts of the
demonstrators such as heads and necks. They even thrust their bayonets into the
demonstrators, and they stripped them regardless of sex and threw them into the
army trucks like baggage, taking them to the military jail where they are maltreated
and abused

2. Seoul, Spring 1980
A. The Student Movement in the Spring of 1980
University students all over the country who had discussed the restoration of the
student organization since November, 1979 started the restoration movement in the
spring of 1980. The movement, having gone through the struggle for school
democratization, developed into a political struggle on a large scale, demanding the
removal of martial law and the decampment of the remnants of the Yushin Regime.
During the new school term various clubs collected new members in public and
various kinds of placards were posted everywhere on campuses. Day after day,
students disclosed the plotting and misdoings of the new military power and the
Choi Administration. Once the election for the President of General Student Council
had passed, universities became a large base for the democratization movement.
With the election of a new student council at Seoul University as a starting point,
most of the other universities all over the country followed suit.
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The student movement had refrained, as much as possible, from all the drastic
struggle tactics such as political rallies or demonstrations, until after the student
council organization and elections. March was the time of the election campaigns
and April was the time of the democratization struggle on campus. This struggle
began with the demonstration or lock-out against the nepotistic management of the
private universities. But the students' struggle for democratization on campus did
not achieve notable results until the middle of April when the problem of the
students' training in barracks produced a new issue.
As the students' rejection of training in the barracks developed on a full scale in
each university, the new military power criticized the "students' lack of security
consciousness" through newspapers and broadcasting, and pushed mass
communication reports to exaggerate the situation. This attack and a defense
dispute between the students and the new military power was significant in that it
foreboded the coming clash between them. Chun Doo-hwan's appointment to the
Central Intelligence Bureau was in the news at the same time as the students'
struggle to reject military training. At this time different opinions arose regarding the
course and method of the students' movement on campus.
When Seoul University withdrew its rejection campaign against the students'
training in the barracks on May 1, the students' movement turned its attention to
political issues such as "the removal of martial law," "the decampment of the
remnants of the Yushin Regime," "the suspension of the amendments of the
National Constitution," and "the security of three labor rights," setting apart the
issue of the democratization on the campus on May 2.
For ten days or so, students prepared for a full-scale street campaign. On May 10th,
the representatives of 23 universities were present at the meeting of the presidents
of the students' councils, held in the president's room of Korea University. They
adopted a resolution that "martial law be immediately removed," along with "Chun
Doo-hwan, Shin Hyun-hwak, and the remnants of the Yushin Regime." They
issued a statement and drew up a plan for coping with the situation through a
concerted effort.
They also agreed that they would stage peaceful demonstrations only on campus
in order not to give any excuse to the new military power who were trying to find a
justification for their coup d'etat in "the rumor of a May uprising." But on the night
The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising ·81

of the 12th of May, a tough element who had insisted on marching into the streets
staged a demonstration in the neighborhood of Kwanghwa-moon, and the
students' movement turned its course to an all out street "campaign for
democratization."

B. Unrest in the Political World (Compared with the Old Saying,
"Different Dreams in the Same Bed")
In the spring of 1980, political circles were moving on two different axis. One was
the confrontation and conflict of the Choi Administration with all the other political
circles, and the other was the cooperation and rivalry among the three Kims.
Proponents of democracy out of the government who had closely united under the
name of "People's Associations" had a peculiar character in their own way, but the
change of the political circle was brought about through the medium of Kim
Dae-jung.
On January 9, 1980, the constitutional amendment of the two chamber system,
which hit the headlines in every newspaper and on every broadcasting station,
created an acute stir in the political world. The Choi Administration officially denied
it, while President Choi openly declared in his New Year Interview with the press
before the Inquiry Committee of the Amendment of the National Constitution that
he would promote the plan of an eclectic government system. The uproar over the
amendment of the national constitution greatly shook the political prospects of the
advocates of the amendment, and that of the structure of power. The Republican
Party, the New Democratic Party, and the three Kims of the opposition strengthened
their cooperative structure so that the National Assembly might form a majority
constituency. This was to check the attempted passage of the amendment that the
Choi Administration wanted.
In the meanwhile, the rumor began that "a new political party in favor of the
government" would come on the scene. It was said that the representatives of the
Council Controlling Unification, the National Assembly members from the Yujung
Club, and former Cabinet ministers from the Republican Party elected in Taegu and
Kyungbuk were contrary to Kim Jong-pil, and even the Cabinet ministers of the Choi
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Administration were involved in forming a new party. The rumor of a new party
played a large part in the political confusion.
The three Kims, who were confronted with the bureaucratic circles in connection
with the amendment, entered into rivalry with each other for the Presidency,
presupposing the Amendment's passage. On Feb. 28, 1980, soon after Kim Dae-jung
had his rights reinstated and could resume his political activities, a keen competition
arose between him and Kim Young-sam. As the competition grew more and more
intense, the Democratic Party, a party out of power, faced the threat of splitting into
factions. The two Kims kept requesting that the student and labor movements be
restrained; they thought that, if restrained, there would be no pretext for the new
military power to intervene in political matters.
Kim Jong-pil, the president of the Republican Party, watching the new military
power wind up public opinion through the press which was encouraged to
disparage the competition between Kim Dae-jung and Kim Young-sam as "an ugly
factional strife", shirked a demand for the convening of an extra session of the
National Assembly to deal with the affair of Chun Doo-hwan's appointment as Chief
of the Central Intelligence Bureau, the state of the college campuses, and the general
situation of the times.
As the political campaign of the students on the campuses grew noisier, the
persistent rumor ran that on May 15 there would be a students' general uprising. At
that time, the two Kims made a statement through a press interview that "martial
law should be removed," "an extra session should be convened," and the procedure
for the amendment of the National Constitution should be suspended. But towards
the persistent demand of the New Democratic Party that an extra session be
convened, the Republican Party took a lukewarm attitude, saying they would
convene the National Assembly sometime after the 20th of May. They had an illusion
that the situation would take a turn favorable for them if they did so.
While the political circles were lost in this maze of conflicts, the New Military Power
dispatched "the Chungjung units" to the main cities. A part of the force had already
begun to move. University students all over the country stormed into the streets of
these cities like raging waves to carry out their political campaign, and an intensive allout life or death struggle began between students and the army in the spring of 1980.
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C. The Withdrawal of Students from Seoul Station
About four-thirty a.m. on May, 14 1980, forty representatives of 27 university
students' general councils from the Seoul area gathered in the office of the president
of the students' general council of Korea University and decided to develop an allout street campaign. The next four fateful days determined the course of Korean
politics in the 1980s.
Around noon, seven hours after the representatives ended their meeting, more
than 70,000 students in Seoul surged out of the campuses and into the streets. Tens
of thousands of students marched into Kwanghwa-moon through Youngdeung-po,
Chungryan-ri, or the like, crying "Remove the martial law!" "Get out, Chun Doohwan!" "Down with the remnants of the Yushin Regime!" "Guarantee the three
rights of labor!" and so on. The citizens did not show support for this action because
there had been no time for the social campaigners to organize a force under the
repressive Yushin Regime.
But there was no way to stop the street campaign once it had started. On the
afternoon of the 15th, nearly 100,000 students crowded into Seoul Station. Almost
every city with a university, Taeku, Gwangju, Pusan, Inchon, Mokpo, Chungju,
Choonchun, Chunan and so on, was in the same state of affairs as Seoul Station.
That very day the students of 24 universities in districts other than Seoul carried out
street demonstrations and clashed with the police.
The crowd of students surged to Seoul Station and started a large-scale sit-down
demonstration around the station square, denouncing the New Military Power and
the Choi Administration. The political circles looked flurried; the New Democratic
Party "moved for a resolution to remove the emergency martial law" at the National
Assembly, and Kim Jong-pil, the President of the Republican Party, also declared that
he was "against any physical step in order to settle the situation."
And then, the representatives of the general students' councils of each university
decided upon "the withdrawal from Seoul Station." They concluded it was not wise
to clash with the military forces in the darkness of midnight with no positive
cooperation from the citizens. Judging from information they had come by, there
was a good possibility that the army would be mobilized.
In accordance with this decision, the students having rallied at Seoul Station
returned to their universities, and the next day in the morning, the campuses were
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incredibly quiet. On the 16th, after the students of Chonnam and Chosun
Universities, and the College of Education in Gwangju held an outdoor mass
assembly in the square before the Provincial Hall, they marched peacefully in a torchlight parade. In some other provincial areas there were demonstrations as well. But
by the 17th, which fell on Saturday, every university campus was quiet and peaceful.
The students' street campaign was to encourage all the democratic camps and to
frustrate the new military power and the Choi Administration's plot to restore the
Yushin Regime. To all appearances, the New Military Power under the command of
Chun Doo-hwan had assumed the defensive. As a matter of fact, however, they had
been closely conspiring on a cruel offensive.

3. The Gwangju Situation in the Spring of 1980 and the Expansion of the May 17th Emergency Martial Law
A. The Meeting for National Democratization
In Gwangju and the province of Chonnam, which had lagged far behind the other
areas in industry, the students' movement was the most fundamental power for
democratization. Chonnam and Chosun University students actively carried out a
campaign for school democratization.
Having gone through "the incident on the 26th of October", and the December
10th coup, the students of Chonnam University started a movement for the
liquidation of the anti-democratic forces and general consciousness raising. They
organized a preparatory committee for school autonomy which challenged the
Student Defense Corps--the conservative machine for controlling students.
"The preparatory committee for school autonomy" held a general election for the
General Student Council and Park Kwan-hyun, a junior of the Law College, was
elected President of the Council by an overwhelming majority. The General Student
Council became the students' representative organization both nominally and
virtually, and assumed the leadership of the democratization movement. It raised
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and settled various problems such as the resignation of the government's tame
professors or the like, whereby students enhanced their solidarity.
In the meantime, the students of Chonnam University began to change the
direction of their movement with the beginning of May as a turning point. About
this time a rumor had spread that the New Military Power was plotting to usurp
political power, and that the government had attempted to restore the old regime.
The students changed their movement from a campaign for school democratization
to a political movement for democratization of the nation. This change started with
"the Emergency Assembly of
the Students' General Council"
on the 6th of May.
At the assembly they agreed
to fix the week from the 8th of
May to the 14th as the period
for "the sacred rally for national
democratization." In accordance
with their agreement, the
General Student Council of
Chonnam University and the Committee of the Democratization Campaign of
Chosun University published their first joint declaration on the state of affairs at the
"sacred rally" held on the 8th of May. This declaration demanded that "emergency
martial law be removed" by the 14th of May. The students made it known that if the
authorities issued orders for schools to be closed they would resist with hand-tohand struggle. They also appealed to conscientious professors to participate actively
in the campaign.
In the meantime, the ordinary students' interest in this problem grew, especially
after a demonstration on the campus where they stood against the police. On May
14th, just before the last day of the "sacred rally for national democratization," the
students requested the General Student Council to immediately march into the
streets, a day before the scheduled time. The Council accepted their request and
decided to carry out the campaign that afternoon.
At two o'clock that day more than 7000 students broke through the obstruction
line of the combat police unit at the school gate, and at 3 o'clock p.m. they forced a
students' rally on the square in front of the Provincial Hall. Until then, the citizens of
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Gwangju, like those of other areas, had retained an attitude of bystanders for fear of
the New Military Power because there was no knowing what the Power would do
next. That day at the rally, the students adopted a resolution in case the authorities
issued orders for schools to be closed or for students to be prevented from attending
classes; they would meet in front of the school gate at 10 a.m. and then on the
square at noon.
The street campaign continued until the next
day. In the morning, after "the third national
democratization rally" was held at Chonnam
University, over 10,000 students from Chonnam
University, and over 10,000 from Chosun
University and Gwangju Education College,
along with professors, young men, and ordinary
citizens, tens of thousands of people all told,
gathered on the square in front of the Provincial
Hall. And again, on the 16th, students of almost
all the universities in Gwangju and the district,
along with high school students and ordinary
citizens, that numbered to more than 50,000, participated in the "the national
democratization rally." When the night set in, they marched in a grand torchlight
procession to conclude the three day rally.
Now that they had expressed their opinion to the full, they made a point of
waiting for the reaction on the part of the government, and of suspending the
campaign on the 17th and 18th. In case the government did not remove martial law
and did not state its political schedule, they agreed to continue the rally--this time
demanding impeachment--from the 19th. But Nobody knew that the New Military
Power had been preparing for the horrible scene the day after.
Up until this time, in the Gwangju area where the demonstration of the students
and citizens went on for three days without stop, no particular collision had taken
place between the police force and the demonstrators. This was probably owing to
the tremendous support of public opinion. The police only tried to prevent accidents,
and the students, too, showed their friendly attitude to the police and served them
bottled drinks and refreshments.

The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising ·87

B. Expansion of the 5·17 Emergency Martial Law
The confusion within the ruling power caused by the events on the 26th of October
was brought to a conclusion under the hegemony of the New Military Power in
political circles. It had tried to reinforce, institutionalize, and perpetuate its power,
but, because the people had an eager desire for democratization at that time, it was
impossible for them to appear publicly on the political scene through the usual
means. So they began to use force to take power, nominally and physically.
In the meantime, various powers in the political circles began to accept the
students' and citizens' demands. On the 14th of May, the New Democratic Party, in
the name of all the members of the National Assembly belonging to the Party,
submitted a resolution to the National Assembly calling for "the removal of
emergency martial law." Even the Republican Party, the party in power, backed this
move thereby heightening the chances that the resolution might be passed in the
extra session of the National Assembly. In addition to this, even the Yujung Club
showed signs of voting for it. The New Military Power which had maintained its
power by means of martial law began to feel that it was facing a serious crisis. On
the 12th of May when the students' demonstration was becoming increasingly
heated, the New Military Power issued an emergency order to all of the army, and at
the same time, emergency duty was ordered to all the national public service
personnel.
At 10 a.m., on the 17th, the leading commanders of the Martial Law Headquarters
held a conference at the Ministry of National Defense. At this conference they
decided to propose to the President that (1) emergency martial law be extended
over the entire country; (2) schools of every grade be closed; (3) the National
Assembly be dismissed, and (4) the National Security Bureau be established. This
decision was reported to the Blue House, the President's official residence. The
president, who accepted this proposal, declared the extension of emergency martial
law to the entire country including Cheju Island which had previously been excluded.
The extension of martial law on the 17th of May was a blunt denial of the people's
urgent request for democratization, and it represented an extreme regression after
the series of improvements begun after the events of the 26th of October. "The
Martial Law Decree No. 10" published soon after its extension declared the following
dictates: (1) political action was to be prohibited, (2) universities were to be closed, (3)
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all political meetings in and outdoors were to be prohibited, (4) leaving one's job or
any strike will not be allowed, and (5) the press was to be censored before
publication. In the meanwhile, 26 politicians were arrested, including Kim Dae-jung.
The police promptly surprised the leaders of the students' council at Ehwa Women's
University where they were holding a meeting, and not only arrested students by
the score, but put several hundred people of democratic disposition into custody all
over the country by about twelve o'clock that night.
On the 17th, the universities in Gwangju were quiet because the students were
resting after the street campaign. But the army and police were busy. By midnight
every university in Gwangju was occupied by the army under martial law, and quite
a few citizens and student leaders had been arrested.

C. The Movement of Chungjung Units on the 17th of May
About 6 p.m., a few hours before the Cabinet Council passed the extension of
martial law, the Joint Search Headquarters led the police to Ehwa Women's
University and arrested scores of student representatives. The Chungjung Unit
also entered into operation in the early evening. The two stage plot of the New
Military Power's coup d'etat was laid bare.
The movement of the Chungjung Unit, according to records kept at army
headquarters, was as follows:
1. The head of the operation staff instructs the staff to post the whole army in
place (16:50): the operation staff of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd Army, of the District Army,
and of the Division were placed on alert(The Report of the Military Operation
Situation).
2. An instruction from the Army Headquarters to the Headquarters of the 2nd
Corps states that the Chungjung operation must be effective at 00:01 on the
18th of May (19:40): the occupation of the universities must be completed
before 04:00, and the arrest of rebellious elements, before 00:01 (The Report of
Military Situation of the Combat Education Headquarters).
3. Thirty-four vehicles supplied to send the 7th Special Combat Brigade(21:15)(The
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Report of Military Situation of the Special Combat Headquarters).
4. Army Headquarters issues orders that the Chungjung Unit be sent (22:30): the
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Corps, the Metropolitan Guard Headquarters, and the
Chungjung Unit of the Special Combat Headquarters (The Report of Military
Situation of the Special Combat Headquarters).
5. Army Headquarters gives instructions to essential members of the Chungjung
Operation Unit to be on normal duty (22 : 40)(The Report of Military Situation
of the Army Headquarters).
6. Additional instructions from the Army Headquarters to the 2nd Corps.: The
occupation of schools must be completed before 02 : 00 (22 : 45)(The Report of
Military Situation of the Combat Education Headquarters).
7. An instruction from the 2nd Corps to Combat Education Headquarters that the
Chungjung Operation be effective at 00 : 01 on the 18th of May (22:45):the
occupation of schools should be completed in Chunbuk Province before 01:30,
and in Chonnam Province before 02:30 (The Report of Military Situation of the
Combat Education Headquarters).
(Data Source: Chung Sang-young, et al. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising, pp. 139-140)
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IV. The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising
1. The Outbreak of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising: the Operation Order, "Wonderful Vacation"
A. The Beginning of the Tragedy
Soon after the cabinet conference declared
the extension of Emergency Military Law at
9:40 p.m. on May 17th, 1980, the New Military
Power dispatched an army to the large cities
of Seoul, Pusan, Taegu, and Gwangju,
amongst others, but Seoul and Gwangju were
the principal targets. The 1st, 3rd, 5th, 9th,
11th and 13th Paratroops Brigades were
stationed in Seoul, and the 33rd, and 35th
Battalions under the 7th Paratroops Brigade
were stationed on the campuses of Chonnam
and Chosun University in Gwangju.
These troops were the pick of the army under the New Military Power, trained
especially for the suppression of demonstrators. They came down heavily
equipped with weapons. This special army, in case of emergency, penetrates into
the rear of the enemy and carries out an unestablished battle, or provides against
such tactics by its enemies. The paratroopers who had trained for penetration and
Chungjung tactics and had hardened their bodies through gymnastics were the
strongest unit of the army. The paratroopers were trained for chuting down and
regularly had long distance marches. Because of the hard training and their
unique duties, they had constant human relations with each other and military
discipline was maintained with great strictness and severity, different from
ordinary infantry units.
This unit had been used as an important component in quelling disturbances
from the time of the Park regime. In May, 1980 they were dispatched to Gwangju

The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising ·91

and ordered to suppress the demonstrators by force of arms. This was the
beginning of a tragedy.

Details of the Armed Force & Equipment Affairs of the 33rd and 35th Battalions
under the 7th Paratroops Brigade Sent to Gwangju
Contents

Time & Date

Source

1:40 p.m.
14 May

245 vehicles supplied for the movement
of the Special Combat Unit

5:05 p.m.

885 search party, 31 vehicles moved from
Gwangju by the 7th Paratroops Brigade(Keumma)

10:30 p.m.
17 May

The operation order that unit be sent
was issued

10:37 p.m.

The 33rd & 35th Battalion under the 7th
Paratroops Brigade left Keumma

Army Headquarters
Periodical Report of
Operation

Report of military
situation kept in
the Army Headquarters

(Material Source: Chung Sang-yong,et al., The Gwangju Democratic Uprising, p.156).

Division

The 33rd bat.s

35th bat.

Headquarters

For reference

Mobilized force

45/321

39/283

10/76

office/private

M16 bullets

24,600

24,600

600

60 balls per man

Revolver bullets

154

154

84

Gas shell(apple)

100

100

M60 bullets

3,200

3,200

Powder gas(CS)

3 cans

3 cans

1/4 ton

1

1

2 & 1/2

19

18

Vehicles

(Material Source: Chung Sang Yong, et al., The Gwangju Democratic Uprising. pp. 139--140).

B. The First Clash with the 7th Paratrooper Brigade
Those members of the leading body of the General Students' Council of
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Chonnam University who had
avoided being arrested by the
authorities tried to get in touch
with each other, but it was
impossible. This was a measure
taken by the authorities
following the extension of
martial law. So they hid
themselves any way possible,
not knowing what would happen.
Therefore, the demonstration in front of the gate of Chonnam University on the
morning of the 18th, signalled the start of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising,
although it was quite a contingent event. It was started by a group of students on
their way to the university library who were kept back by the army, and by the
students who went there remembering the promise made on the square the
night before: "Lets meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow if the schools are closed."
Considering the situation this way, the demonstration was spontaneous. It was
clearly not premeditated as the authorities maintained.
At that time, the 33rd battalion of the 7th Paratroops Brigade (under
Commandant Lt. Colonel, Kwon Seung-man) placed a fully armed cordon in front
of the gate of the university. They told the students about the order for schools to
be closed and tried to persuade them to go home. But the students would not
turn on their heels meekly. A little after 10 a.m. about 100 students who stayed to
the last, in defiance of the army's check, began to resist on the bridge before the
gate. When the students increased in number to over two or three hundred, they
started to sing and shout slogans of their own accord. Thus agitated, the martial
law forces made a dash at the students, raising a battle cry. This was the start of
their act of suppression. The students were no match for the specially trained
martial law forces, and besides, they were bare-handed. The martial law forces
struck the students with relentless blows and they were driven out with ten or
more students wounded.
But they did not run away in vain. They arranged matters with one another in
the midst of running away, and gathered again at the Gwangju Station plaza.
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After they formed ranks there, about 3,000 or 4,000 students advanced toward
the Provincial Hall. They passed the Suburban Common Bus Terminal and reached
as far as the Catholic Center. They shouted slogans: "Remove the Emergency
Martial Law!" "Release Kim Dae-jung!" "Withdraw the order for the closure of
schools!" and "Get out, Chun Doo-hwan!" But this group of demonstrators was
still so small in number that they could not oppose the riot police. They were
hunted here and there.

C. "Suppress the Uprising at all Costs!": Operation Order, "Wonderful Vacation"
The paratroops were not an object of fright for the citizens of Gwangju yet. The
students' demonstration was so small in scale until the afternoon of the 18th that
the police force was able to quell it.
The 7th Paratroops Brigade moved out of the universities where they had been
stationed into Suchang Primary School at 1:00 p.m. And then, about 2 o'clock in
the afternoon about 60 students stood face to face with the army, shouting the
slogan "Remove the martial law!" No sooner had the army fallen into ranks than
they began to break up the demonstrators by force at the command "Charge!"
Around 4:00 p.m. the paratroopers began to put down the demonstration on
Keumnam Street, in front of the Catholic Center, and on Chungjang Street, as the
students approached the Provincial Hall. They attacked citizens, demonstrators
and non-demonstrators indiscriminately. Whenever they saw young people on
the streets, they ran after them and beat them with clubs and kicked them down
irrespective of sex. If one assumed a posture of hostility they jumped upon him in
a group, struck him and kicked him down, dragging the people who fell and
throwing them into the trucks like animals. Their treatment was beyond all
imagination.
About 5 o'clock in the afternoon this murderous drama happened in the
neighborhood of the Chungsan Preparatory Institute. Where the martial law
forces had taken action, all was hushed and still on the street; there were only
puddles of blood on the road here and there. That day the army made an entry
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into all the large cities. But only in Gwangju did the people insist on the
wrongfulness of the extension of martial law and only there did the students
carry out a campaign against the army. In Gwangju, as well as in the other cities,
the leading body of the students' movement was in a state of paralysis. But the
course of action they had decided to take, in case the authorities issued orders for
schools to be closed, was the same all over the country.
On the afternoon of the 18th, the people were already very agitated by the
news of Kim Dae-jung's arrest, and Chun Doo-hwan's coup d'etat; news they had
gotten through the students. Kim Dae-jung, a politician, was from the same
province. For a long time, Gwangju people had felt his pressure or suffering as if it
had been their own. They accepted his arrest as the collapse of their expectation
of democratization. They were frightened and angry at the army's brutal
treatment of the students, but it was out of the question for them to resist the
army because they were seized with panic.
The range of the 7th Paratroops' activity was by no means limited to the center
of the city. They ran after the students and young men who fled from them, and
beat them everywhere in the city. They went so far as to break into private
houses, dragging young men out of their rooms on sight and beating them up,
stripping them naked and taking them away by force.
Only a small number of students, though trembling with fear, and hunted here
and there by the army, shouted
slogans: "Remove the emergency
martial law!" "Release Kim Daejung!". Toward 5:30 p.m., about
500 or 600 gathered in front of the
Labor Bureau next to the
Provincial Hall and started
carrying out a demonstration, but
they were immediately dispersed
under the strong attack of the army. At 7 o'clock several hundred young men and
students appeared in the neighborhood of Gwangju High School in Kaerim-dong
and tried to take a stand against the martial law forces, but with no result, as
before. About eight o'clock that night over 600 people formed themselves into
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ranks and began to carry out a fight with the army by throwing rocks, but the
campaign was broken up in ten minutes.
This was the whole story of the demonstration on the 18th. The Chonnam and
Chunbuk Branch Office of Martial Law Headquarters set up in Sangmu-dae
(Martial Hill) published "Martial Notice No. 4"' that ordered a curfew from 9:00
p.m. to 6:00 a.m. It was originally from midnight to 4:00 a.m. And at 11:20 p.m.
each detachment of the army united with one of the riot police units stationed at
36 strategic points, to keep a strict guard.
The conduct of the 33rd and 35th Battalions under the 7th Paratroops Brigade
was merciless and brutal enough to be branded as a massacre. They

used

quelling clubs and at times, bayonets. According to "The Report of the Military
Situation" of the 2nd Corps Headquarters, on the 18th of May, 114 university
students, 35 junior college students, 6 high school students, 66 unsuccessful
examinees who were off school, and 184 ordinary people--405 persons all told-were arrested, of which 68 men were wounded in the head, or bruised, or pierced
by bayonets. Twelve of the men were in serious condition. But it is said that the
actual number of the detained and wounded was much higher than the statistics
on these documents.

2. The Situation on the 19th of May
A. The Deployment of the 11th Paratroops Brigade to Gwangju
The New Military Power had decided at two or three o'clock on the 18th of May
to dispatch the 11th Paratroops Brigade to Gwangju as reinforcements. It was
before the army had moved to suppress the demonstrators.
Soon after lunch on the 18th of May, Chung Ho-yong, the Commander of the
Special Combat Unit heard from Major General Kim Jae-myung, the head of
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operations in the staff department at the Army Headquarters, that "they had
decided to dispatch the 3rd Special Combat Brigade as reinforcements because
there was a sign that the situation in Gwangju would take a bad turn." Hearing
this, Chung Ho-yong suggested that it be changed to the 11th Paratroops
Brigade. Thus the decision was made to send the 11th Paratroops Brigade to
Gwangju. The Commander, Chung Ho-yong, said in justification of his proposal
that the two battalions of the 7th Paratroops Brigade were having a hard time
suppressing the demonstrators in Gwangju. But the decision had been made two
or three hours prior to the 7th Paratroops move against the demonstrators
because they started their action at three-fifty or four o'clock. Therefore, the
reinforcement of the 11th Paratroops Brigade had nothing to do with the actual
situation or the intention of the field leaders.
The 11th Paratroops Brigade which took orders to move to Gwangju at 3 p.m.
on 18th of May got on five C-123 transport planes at K-57 (Sungnam Airport) at
4:30 p.m. and arrived at Chosun University in Gwangju at 6:30 p.m. The remaining
party arrived at the same place at 1:50 a.m. the next day.

The Mobilized Force of the 7th Paratroops Brigade and Its Military Equipment
Total

61st battalion

62nd battalion

63rd battalion

Headquarters

162/1,038
(officer/private)

43/277

43/306

42/275

34/180

Item

Firearms

Chemical arms

Assortment

Quantity

Ammunition

M-16

1,139

Per capita 60

50MG

2

M-60

3

M-203

81

C.S.bullet

1,143

Apple bullet(M25 A7)

303

Flame thrower

6

Reference

Carry various
ammunitions
based on
counterespionage
operation
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Communication

Mobile Power

P-77

130

U-87

18

Megaphone

12

2.5 ton vehicle

4

3/4 ton vehicle

2

Carry various
ammunitions
based on
counterespionage
operation

1/4 ton vehicle
broadcasting car

1

(Material source: Peace Democratic Party, The May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising
: a White Book. pp.72-73).

B. Terror on Keumnam Street
The day dawned on May
19th after people had passed
the day before in anxiety and
terror. In Gwangju and its
districts all grades of schools
except

the

universities

continued having normal
lessons, and the government
and other public offices,
industrial companies, and
factories were operating as usual, but the men on duty mostly talked together
about what had happened the previous day, especially about the army's brutality.
Most of the stores were closed on the main street. The army and police
mounted guard everywhere, and it produced an atmosphere of terror. No vehicles
were allowed to pass on Keumnam street. Amidst such turmoil, people could not
stay idle in their homes, and they began to gather by twos and threes on
Keumnam street in order to feel out the situation.
About 10 o'clock in the morning the number of people was gradually increasing
to two or three thousand. They were confronted by the army taking up its
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position. Remarkably, ordinary citizens, now predominant in number, mingled in
the crowd with only a small number of students. At 10:40 a.m. the martial law
forces and police started dispersing the people on a full scale by shooting tear gas.
But the people had seen and heard what the army had done the day before and
were simply furious. They did not run away, but ridiculed and opposed the army
by throwing stones at them.
About half an hour after the clash between the citizens and the army had
begun, the martial law forces
riding in more than thirty
separate military trucks
advanced to the Kwangnam
crossroads and the front of the
Provincial Hall. They began
pressing hard upon the citizens.
The 11th Paratroops Brigade
had completed its movement
at four o'clock in the morning
of the 19th of May, and then began its suppression of the demonstrators.
Around 11:30 a.m., as soon as the soldiers began to suppress the demonstrators
again, they took cruel action irrespective of age or sex. Old men and old women,
who made a protest against the military mal-treatment; and girl students, bus
drivers who were running away and little students who were preparing for their
examination to enter higher grade school were all treated with no mercy.
The soldiers under the command of the paratroops formed parties of twos and
threes and ransacked the houses or buildings around the scene of the
demonstration. Whenever they found any young men, they beat and then
arrested them. Citizens who were caught were stripped half naked and pitched
onto military trucks and carried away. The soldiers were, as it were, enjoying their
"Wonderful Vacation" to the full, as the name of the "Operation Order"
suggested. This sort of violence was carried out not only on the main street but in
the city at large. It was beyond imagination that such a brutal thing took place in
broad daylight.
On the afternoon of the 19th, the conditions of the uprising began to change
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from the defensive to the
offensive. Ordinary students
became the central force of the
campaign. The citizens who
had seen the brutal action of
the soldiers could not possibly
look on with folded arms; they
came to participate in the
campaign.
On the other hand, on the afternoon of that day, wounded people were sent to
integrated and private hospitals in line. They were the people who escaped being
carried by the military trucks in spite of their serious wounds, or fled from the
army's clutches with the help of those around them. But the hospitals in Gwangju
were too poorly equipped to accommodate all of those slightly or seriously
wounded or dying by then.
In spite of this change for the worse, the government authorities made no
announcement of their attitude concerning the Gwangju incident until that day.
And the media had also failed to report anything about the Gwangju incident
because they were under the thorough control of the martial authorities. The
Gwangju people who had broken up on the night of the 19th waited for
daybreak harboring anger in their minds towards the army. This atmosphere had,
after all, led to a Democratic Uprising on a large scale. Therefore, the uprising was
incurred, or intentionally created, by the New Military Power itself.
Immediately after the uprising, the
Combat Education Headquarters, in
"An Analysis of the Gwangju
Disturbance: A Collection of Lessons",
concluded from the point of view of
the military, that the reason why the
Gwangju people fought against the
army at the risk of their deaths was,
as follows:
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The martial law forces attacked people from both sides rather than
breaking them up, the violent clash with them took place before the
crowd, they destroyed utensils and intimidated members of families while
chasing people and arresting them. This incited the crowd into a
primitive passion.
The army delayed the disposal of the casualties and the arrestees
incurred during the suppression of the riots, and left the dead on the
road for a long time. This scene touched the crowd at home.
The military material expresses the situation in a roundabout way, but the first
suppression activity of the 7th and 11th Paratroops Brigades was clearly a
massacre.
On the other hand, Lieutenant General, Hughes, the Commander of the Pacific
Region Air Force, said at a press interview in Hawaii, "In case a war breaks out on
the Korean peninsula by North Korea's invasion of South Korea, the tactical
aircraft stationed in Hawaii will make a sortie as soon as possible, and moreover
we have enough power to beat off all assaults from the air."

3. The Situation on the 20th of May
A. The Revolt of the 31st Division against the Authorities and
the Enforcement of the Three Brigades
The 7th and 11th Paratroops Brigades were nominally under the command of
the Commander of the 31st Division of Gwangju, but virtually controlled by the
New Military Power. These two brigades did not report their operations to the
31st Division and the Combat Education Headquarters. So, both Chung Woong,
the Commander of the 31st Division, and Yun Heung-jung, the Commander of
the Combat Education Headquarters had not accurately grasped the situation
in the city.
Commander Chung, who had heard about the cruel conduct of the paratroops
from others, ordered his men to quell the demonstrators with no bloodshed,
through operation order No. 3 of the 31st Division.
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The New Military Power gave stronger orders through "An Additional
Instruction in A Guide to Chungjung Military Operation" that "dividing occupation
like checkers be performed", that "demonstrators be arrested at an early stage
through the divide and rule method", that "preventive measures be considered,"
and that "a resolute blow be delivered."
In addition, the New Military Power dispatched five battalions under the 3rd
Brigade as reinforcements at 6:30 a.m. on the 19th. This decision was made long
before the 11th Paratroops Brigade was dispatched to Gwangju at ten o'clock, on
the 19th, just as the decision to send the 11th Brigade to Gwangju was made
before the 7th Brigade started its quelling operation in Gwangju. The 3rd
Paratroops Brigade, which arrived at Chungryang-ri station at 12 o'clock on the
night of the 19th, divided itself into the first and second echelon at 1:10 a.m. on
the 20th of May, and then each echelon left Seoul by train and reached
Gwangju at 7:03 and 7:35 a.m. In this way the number of martial law forces
increased to 3,400.

Mobilized Forces of the 3rd Paratroops Brigade & Its Equipment
Total

11th bat.

12th bat.

13th bat.

255/1,137
officers/privates

40/198

47/192

45/205

Chemical arms

44/220

Ammunition

M 16 rifle

1,307

69 per capita

Revolver

85

14 per capita

M60 machine gun

5

2.000 per capita one gun

M 203

104

Flame thrower

9

E-8 discharge barrel

6

Gas shell
Suppression club
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45/206

Quantity

Classification

Firearms

15th bat. 16th bat.

Units under direct
control of h.q.

34/116

Reference
Based on counter-spy
operation. carrying
various ammunition

Based on counter-spy
Gas thrower : 24
operation. carrying
powder discharger: 102
various ammunition

Compressor: 2

C,S shell: 1,837
Apple shell: 1,043
Additional receipt: 700
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P-77

Communication

U-87

1 used per capita
2 used in signal corps

Communication
1/4 vehicle
Mobile
power

Broadcasting car
Wrecking truck

(Material source: Peace Democratic Party, The Gwangju Democratic Uprising: A White Book, p. 85).

B. First Signs of the Uprising & the First Shots
The rain falling from the day before stopped at nine o'clock on the morning of
the 20th of May. People living in the vicinity had been crowding into the center of
the city in the rain since the early morning. In the city the martial law forces
continued to keep guard, and people had a hunch that something terrible would
happen, considering the army's brutal activities, but they could not sit still, hiding
themselves at home. A clash had not yet started between the people and the
army, but there was something different than the day before in the army's
attitude. They did not fix their bayonets, and they were polite in their manner of
speaking. No one was drunk or have a hungover.
The morning of the 20th passed
in a lull with nothing particular
happening, although in an
unusually tense atmosphere. After
lunch, however, both sides again
came to hold their own against
each other. Approximately
100,000 people were surging all
over the Keumnam street. Now
even the dealers in the markets, deserting their jobs, took part in the
demonstration. Underground leaflets, called "Fighters' Circular" (Tuisa-hoibo)
were scattered all over the city by the thousands. The leaflets had been published
by a social movement camp in which Yun Sang-won played a most active part in
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order to disclose the false placatory broadcasting on the part of the government.
At three in the afternoon the demonstrators had increased in number to tens of
thousands, showing a slow, steady growth. At last the police started shooting tear
gas bombs. People drew back for a moment, and then, came swarming forward
again. These backward and forward movements were repeated time and again.
Once again the resistance of the citizens started against the cruel violence of the
army. The number of people had surprisingly increased, and none of them were
going to run away or remain onlookers. All seemed to be death-defying. All the
streets leading to the square in front of the Provincial Hall were bursting with people.
Even taxi drivers, who were indignant at the army's brutality, decided to take
part in the campaign. Over 200 cars left Moodeung Stadium all at once with their
headlights turned on, and dashed into Keumnam Street about 7 o'clock in the
evening. This parade of cars again ignited the demonstration which had abated
for a while. When the car parade reached the spot, the crowd, who had been
quite at a loss as to what to do, confronted with the cordon of the army, shouted
for joy. That night Keumnam Street turned into a hell on earth. The army
advanced against the cars smashing the headlights with gun-stocks. They
dragged down any drivers that came to hand, and stretched them on the ground.
The crowd that had moved backward for a moment joined with a fresh force
coming from the Joint Suburban Bus Terminal by bus and pressed hard upon the
army's front. They drove the army back to the facade of the Council Building
located in the first block of Keumnam-ro. At half past 7 it appeared that the army
was enveloped by the citizens and cornered. Centering around the fountain in
front of the Provincial Hall a sanguinary battle took place between the citizens
and the army.
That night the demonstrators of
Gwangju and the surrounding
district would not disperse, and
the battle reached its climax as the
night advanced. Meanwhile a fire
broke out in the MBC and KBS
Broadcasting Stations. The citizens
could no longer put up with the
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two broadcasting stations which gave forth only the information the government
allowed, with nothing about the brutality of the army at all. And thus, the crowd
set fire to the two broadcasting stations.
Now groups of voluntary demonstrators were formed here and there, and
some of them came on the scene as leaders because they had some experience of
military life. Though they had no arms yet, they made the most of anything that
could be used as a weapon, and they set up against the army.
Around 11 o'clock at night rifles suddenly went off with loud reports in the
direction of the railway station. The offensive and defensive battle between the
army who kept guard at the station and the demonstrators became more heated,
and when the demonstrators tried to break through the army's line with vehicles
at the head, the army fired a volley at them and the citizens in front were shot
down. Almost at the same time, shooting also took place in front of the Tax Office
and in the neighborhood of Chosun University. These were the first firings in Gwangju.
With the expansion of the campaign in the city, the army held a very strategic
point, and intercepted the traffic and correspondence going to the outside in
order to prevent news of the campaign from spreading over other areas.

4. The Situation on May 21st
A. "On to the Provincial Hall!"
The resistance of the citizens
continued until the dawn of the
21st. At 1:00 in the morning, citizens
went in flocks to the Tax Office,
broke its furniture and set fire to it.
The reason was that the taxes
which should be used for people's
lives and welfare had been used for
the army and the production of
arms to kill and beat people. It was a very unusual case to set fire to the
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broadcasting stations and the tax office while protecting the police station and
other public buildings. So, it was quite a different situation from attacking the
police boxes at the beginning of the uprising.
On the morning of the 21st, the fourth day since the outbreak of the uprising,
the bodies of two citizens who had been killed at Gwangju Station early in the
morning were handed to the citizens. Citizens slowly marched into the center of
the city through the streets, after they put the bodies on a handcart, covering
them with a large Korean flag.
Housewives in each town prepared meals for the demonstration party. People
on the outskirts of the markets gathered rice and side dishes, and offered them to
the demonstration party passing before them. Besides that, various kinds of
beverages and other foods, were also given to the them.
At around 10 p.m., over 100,000 people filled up Keumnam Street, and many of
them armed themselves with primitive weapons such as iron pipes or sticks.
Around this time, Lee Hee-sung, the Martial Law Commander, for the first time, in
the capacity of a government official, issued "the statement on the state of
Gwangju." In his statement, he concluded that "the state of Gwangju" was due to
"acts of destruction, incendiary fires, and instigation by rebellious elements or
spies," and emphasized the legitimate self-defense of the army under martial law.
This implies that orders had already been given to fire upon the demonstrators. It
was said that by around 10:10 a.m. that day, bullets had already been supplied to
the Paratroops Brigades who were stationed on the square in front of the
Provincial Hall.

B. Firing into the Crowd at the Provincial Hall
At one o'clock sharp on the afternoon of the 21st, the national anthem was
played on the loudspeaker installed on the roof of the Provincial Hall. At the
signal of the anthem a sudden volley roared out. The paratroops began shooting
indiscriminately into the crowd from a "lie-down posture". Snipers fired from the
rooftops of the Council building, Sangmu-gwan, the Provincial Hall and the
Chonnam provincial branch office of the Fisheries Cooperatives, at citizens who
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were at the head of the line
of demonstrators. The firing
did not end for about 10
minutes until the order of
"halt firing" was given
through a megaphone. The
Gwangju people's earnest
and naive expectation of
settling the Gwangju
incident in peace had gone
up in the smoke of rifles.
Kumnam street was flooded with blood. The street having filled with citizens
not long before was quite desolated and only the blood of the dead remained
forming puddles here and there, together with the painful groans of the
wounded. The people were stupefied by this unbelievable and horrible sight, and
gnashed their teeth and trembled both in fury and horror.
The number of causalities caused by the mass firing has not been confirmed yet.
However, considering the figures provided by the army, and the reports on victims
after 1988,it has been estimated that at least 54 people were killed and over 500
were wounded.
Who ordered the mass firing in front of the Provincial Hall that day? The
commanders of the paratroops present in the public hearing of the Gwangju
Special Committee of the National Assembly maintained that (1) "the
demonstration party opened fire first," (2) bullets were supplied from the 31st
division, (3) no one in a position of authority and no on-the-job officers higher
than a battalion commander gave the order to fire, and (4) somebody must have
opened fire first simply in self-defense.
"The Oppression of the Demonstration and its Instructions" were published by
the Army Headquarters through examination and compilation of the situation
reports of each unit a year after the uprising. According to its report, rifles and
bullets were taken by force for the first time at 2:30 p.m. on the 21st of May from
the Sampo Branch Office of the Naju Police Station, the Youngkwang Police Box,
and the Keumsung Police Box, and the weapons of the reserve army were taken
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from the Suan Police Box. And at about 3:50, the weapons of the Hwasun Police
Box were taken.
Choi Woong, Commander of the 11th Paratroops Brigade said in the 21st
hearing of the Gwangju Special Committee of the National Assembly: "Though
the battalion commanders under my command asked for bullets before starting
to fire in front of the Provincial Hall, I told them not to fire in any case. From the
morning of May 21st, we strongly asked the commanding officer, Yoon Heungjung, to withdraw.... The situation was so critical that I thought I had to protect my
men from death and prevent unnecessary clashes. So I requested of the person
who had the authority to decide that the army under my command retreat."
However, commanding officer, Yun Heung-jung, said that he had not received
any such proposal from Choi Woong, the commander of the 11th Paratroops
Brigade. And strangely enough, Chung Ho-yong, Commander of the Special
Combat Unit who was in Seoul received an urgent message on the 21st, asking if
they should open fire. At an interview with Lee Tai-won of a monthly journal, The
Kyunghyang, issued in May 1988, under the title of "Chung Ho-yong: the Person
in Charge of the Gwangju Incident Discloses the Truth," Chung Ho-yong said:
"When the situation in Gwangju was getting worse, I received an urgent message
asking if firing should be opened. Although I was not in the position of command,
I ordered that no firing be done under any circumstances." It is not
understandable, judging from common sense, that commanders of the
paratroops, the chosen troops of the Korean army, sent a message asking Chung
Ho-yong about firing instead of asking the on-the-spot commanding officer who
had the command of operation, which Chung did not have.
They have refused to take responsibility for the order to fire in front of the
Provincial Hall: passing the responsibility to their subordinates. Considering that
they are soldiers who regard order as the most important honor, such behavior
reminds us by its contrast of Choi In-gyu who took all the responsibility including
the orders for firing during the April 19th Revolution and submitted himself to
the death penalty. Bringing to light the people who were responsible for the order
to fire will make clear the truth of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising.
Unfortunately, the New Military Power destroyed all of the concrete evidence
during the reign of the 5th Republic which held power for 8 years.
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C. The Birth of the Citizens' Army and the Withdrawal of Paratroopers
Citizens planned and armed
themselves in haste. They needed
guns to set up against the armed
soldiers. Under martial law, in order to
get guns, some of the demonstrators
ran to Hwasun, Naju, Youngsanpo,
Jangsung, Youngkwang, Damyang
and so forth, which are located in the
suburban areas of Gwangju. With the help of the miners, large amounts of
dynamite and detonators were obtained from the coal mining area of Hwasun.
and carbines were procured from the police substations and the armories for the
reserve army in various areas. The captured weapons were instantly carried into
Gwangju and distributed to the young. These armed demonstrators were
naturally called the "Citizen's Army," by the citizens, and they were regarded as
"our army" which fought against the dictatorship under martial law. The armed
demonstrators mostly made use of the Citizen's Hall in Gwangju City Park as a
headquarters.
The Citizen's Army started firing back at 3:20 p.m. on 21st of May, that is, about
2 hours and 20 minutes after the army had formally started firing on them. The
street fighting took place near the Medical College of Chonnam National
University, the Office of the Labor Bureau, City Park, Keumnam- ro and other
areas, centering around the Provincial Hall.
In the battle with the specially trained paratroopers, a large number of the
unorganized Citizen's Army were either killed or wounded. In response, the
Citizen's Army formed a battle guidance division of its own accord. The division
put battle-formation in order by allotting ten armed men or so to each party. Each
party was stationed at key points throughout Gwangju.
As the armed citizens continuously pressed toward the Provincial Hall where the
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martial army was stationed, the
martial army decided to make a
general retreat at 5:30 p.m. The
martial army, completely surrounded
by the Citizen's Army, started to
retreat, shooting M60 machine guns
at random towards both sides of the
street. The Citizen's Army did not
recognize for a while that the army had retreated because they had escaped by
going over the wall in the backyard of the building. Then, about 8 o'clock in the
evening, a part of the Citizen's Army ran into the Provincial Hall, shooting guns,
finally driving the army out of town, except for Gwangju Prison.
Because of the gunfight that day all the hospitals in the city were full of gunshot
casualties. The dead and the wounded were transported to hospitals mostly by
buses or small vehicles. The demand for medical supplies and hands far
outstripped supply, but doctors and nurses did their best to save lives.
Housewives, women, and girls who had not actively participated in the
demonstration swarmed to the hospitals to donate blood, and even children came
with bared arms. In front of the Red Cross Hospital, women who worked at
neighborhood bars were begging to be allowed to donate blood, crying out, "we
have clean blood, too."
The situation began to take a new turn from that day. The uprising spread
rapidly over the whole Chonnam area all the way to Mokpo. In the meantime,
about 200 Americans who had resided in Gwangju fled to the U.S. Military Air
Base in Songjung-ri, where they caught military planes to Seoul. The U.S. Air Force
people stationed on the base moved all their planes to Kunsan and Osan.
The retreat of the army under martial law, on the 21st of May, resulted from the
courage of the Citizen's Army, but it was also a clever tactic of the martial army.
They had already devised a plan to "blockade the Gwangju area, agitate internal
trouble, and finally suppress the riot" in its last phase.
In the meantime, all public order in town was maintained by "the Citizen's Army."
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5. The Situation from the 22nd to the 25th of May
A. Gwangju, a Cooperative Organization
The fifth day of the uprising
dawned. Following the army's
retreat of the night before and
the Citizen's Armys occupation
of the Provincial Hall, people
swarmed to the square in front
of the building to see if it was
true or not. At the early stage
of the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising, people assumed a
defensive attitude against the army. But the uprising was full of much deeper
meaning in its historical context. All the citizens enjoyed the victory and gave full
play to their noble spirits as citizens. They cleaned up the rubbish that scattered
about the streets in the course of the few days' confusion. "The Citizen's Army"
who participated in the battle the night before gathered together in Gwangju
Park and reorganized their battle formation. What "the Citizen's Army" had to do
from that time on was to maintain public peace and order, and provide against
the army's counterattack.
"The Citizen's Army" who took over the Provincial Hall turned it into a
headquarters, with general affairs and operations sections on the first floor. The
operation office issued passports (having access to the office), safe conducts of
vehicles, and coupons for fresh supplies of fuel at gas stations, and organized and
dispatched a mobile company to keep in contact with the Citizen's Army
defending against the paratroopers.
At that time, the army mobilized tanks and armored vehicles, and blocked the
seven gateways to the city. Whenever the Citizen's Army tried to pass through
them, the army, hiding in wait in the hills surrounding the city, fired at them.
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B. Organization of the Citizens Conflict Resolution Committee and
Its Role
In the meantime, a large number of citizens gathered around Keumnam-ro and
the Provincial Hall. Around 12:30, "the May 18th General Citizen Settlement
Committee" was organized. It consisted of 20 people including priests, clergymen,
lawyers, professors, politicians and so forth. Then, around 9:00 p.m., "The
Students' Settlement Committee" which consisted of students, was also
organized. "The General Citizen Settlement Committee" took charge of the
negotiations with the Martial Law Enforcement Headquarters, and "the Students'
Settlement Committee" rendered practical services to the city.
"The Students' Settlement Committee" divided its members into groups for
funerals, public information, vehicle control, and weapons collection. They also
informed citizens of a seven point demand submitted to the Martial Law
Enforcement Headquarters that day. They controlled reckless vehicles and
collected over 300 guns. Both Committees cooperatively worked together until
that day. However, the tough elements and the moderate party were pitted
against each other when Martial Law Enforcement Headquarters did not accept
their requests and demanded disarmament.
The moderates, the General Committee (practically, a party in favor of
surrender) were expelled and the tough elements, the Students' Committee (a
party in favor of fighting) took the initiative.

C. The Situation on May 23rd
On May 23rd, two days after the citizens had taken control of Gwangju, though
an after effect of victory prevailed over the city, the reports of guns were
sporadically heard in the suburban areas. Citizens voluntarily cleaned up the
streets, and around the markets they cooked rice all day serving meals to the
Citizen's Army who stayed up all night standing guard.
Stores began to circulate here and there from that day. About 10:00 p.m.,
Almost 50 thousand people swarmed to the square in front of the Provincial Hall.
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In Sangmu-gwan on the
opposite side of the square,
coffins with corpses were
placed side by side. The corpses
for which there were no coffins
yet were covered with cotton
cloth. An incense burner stand
was placed at the entrance, and
many sticks of incense were
burnt by a large number of citizens who stood in line to do so.
In the meantime, the Students' Committee, having organized the night before,
discussed the problems of public order, publicity, funerals, collection of weapons,
and so on, staying up all night after all the members of the General Committee
went home. While they came to an agreement about other various problems,
there was a serious conflict about the return of weapons. Although the military
authorities had demanded the return of the weapons, the Students' Committee
was split on whether or not they would negotiate this issue.

D. The Internal Conflict of the Conflict Resolution Committee
On May 24th, six days after the uprising had begun, the split of opinion within
the Settlement Committee itself and with the Citizen's Army eventually led to an
irreconcilable rift. The strong arguments of Kim Chong-bae and Hur Kyu-jung,
and some others were accepted at a meeting in the operations office around 1:00
p.m., and the Students' Committee decided to make the following requests:
1. The Gwangju incident is reported as "a riot by rebellious elements." Clarify the
reasons for the authorities' adopting of such a position, and for them to
apologize that they defined the Gwangju Democratic Uprising the will of all
Gwangju citizens as riot.
2. Hold a citizens' funeral for those citizen's killed in the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising.
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3. Set free all the students and citizens imprisoned in relation to the May 18th
Incident.
4. Make compensation for the damage caused by the May 18th incident to the
degree demanded by citizens.
From that time on, the tough elements (a party in favor of fighting) took over
the leadership of the Student's Committee, and the moderates (a party in favor of
negotiations) took one step backward. Other moderates, namely, the members of
the General Committee, were in favor of surrender and insisted on returning the
weapons unconditionally, but they had already been expelled the night before. At
that time, the members of the General Committee had not won the public's
confidence. Moreover, their attitude was not convincing. Some people regarded
the moderate group of the Students' Committee as a party in favor of an
unconditional surrender, seeing them in the same light as some members of the
General Committee. But this kind of grouping was only caused by their
misunderstanding of the situation. Kim Chang-gil (senior, College of Agriculture,
Chonnam National University), the chairperson of the Students' Committee, could
not give up his slim hope for an agreement with the army authorities because he
placed his hope in the good sense of Kim Ki-suck, vice-chief of the Chonnam &
Chunbuk Martial Law Headquarters. He had once met him and negotiated with
him along with the members of the General Committee as a student
representative. At that time he had put his faith in the vice-chief's serious
countenance
Journalists from various countries were actively collecting data for the news that
day as usual. Although citizens were displeased with the Korean journalists
because they were not reporting the truth, they were in a cooperative mood with
foreign journalists who reported the facts as they were. Accordingly, though
Korean journalists were considerably controlled in entering the Provincial Hall,
foreign journalists were much more free to collect data for news.
From the 23rd, Gwangju City had been in great confusion because informers
had infiltrated the city and begun disturbance operations which just added to the
lack of cohesion due to the poor leadership and internal conflict of the Students'
Settlement Committee. In this situation the "poisonous needle case" circulated at
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eight on the morning of the 25th. A rumor spread that a spy had sneaked into the
Provincial Hall, but it turned out later to be a disturbance operation.

E. The Realization of Community Consciousness
The citizens had somewhat
restored order, but the internal
conflict of the Students'
Settlement Committee was
getting more serious. Markets
and stores were open for
business, and the problems of
supplying food, electricity,
water, and so on, were solved
without any particular difficulty
owing to the help of the public officials concerned. The hospitals had been
hindered by a scarcity of blood at first, but by then more than enough had been
donated by citizens who ran to the blood banks at the news of the shortage.
In spite of this bare maintenance of the public peace not one bank robbery
occurred, and nothing particular happened to jewelers' shops or ordinary stores.
In fact, the crime rate during this period was much lower than that of normal
times. Money that the Settlement Committee or the Citizen's Army needed was
available through the voluntary fund-raising of the citizens, and meals for the
300-400 members of Citizen's Army and its leadership were served by citizens
who voluntarily cooked rice. Though the number was reduced, most of the
members of the Citizen's Army were also keeping their own positions regardless
of their conflicting opinions with the uprising leadership. Thus, all essential public
works were maintained by the citizens.
However, on the 25th, the moderates of the Students' Settlement Committee
left the Provincial Hall at night and the uprising leadership which decided to fight
to the last came into being at 10 o'clock that night. The new leading group
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consisted of the combatative elements of the Students' Settlement Committee,
the youth anti-establishment movement group, and people from the lower social
stratum who had emerged into the armed campaign.
The new leadership gave up the idea of returning the weapons and alloted part
of the work to each member for systematic action. They also tried to redress the
administrative problems within the city, and to return the citizens' lives to normal
conditions. Their strategy was "to fight on the one hand and to negotiate on the
other." While they planned to organize a self-defense force, they also planned to
give the conditions of negotiation, threatening that, in case the army attacked,
they would blow up the dynamite in the arsenal of the building (they had not yet
noticed that the detonators were missing).
Preparing for a prolonged confrontation, they also examined various matters to
normalize all the citizens' daily lives. However, there were not any practical
prospects or concrete programs for them. Moreover it was impossible to expect them
to have much ability to do such things under the social conditions at that time.

6. Armed Suppression of the Gwangju Uprising by the New Junta:
"Sangmu Chunjung Operation"
A. Death March
At 5:00 a.m. on May 26th, news that the army was marching to the city with
tanks in the forefront was reported to the operation office at the Provincial Hall
through the wireless radio which the Citizen's Army had seized from the army. A
state of emergency was proclaimed by the Citizen's Army, and some members of
the General Committee such as Lee Sung-hak, a presbyterian elder, Kim Sungryong, a Catholic priest, and others, rushed to Nongsung-dong and lay
themselves down on the street. The army with tanks pushed down the barricades
installed by the Citizen's Army, forced their way about one kilometer and took up
a position in front of the Korea Electricity Company.
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On the night of the 26th, perceiving the imminent advance of the army, some
people left the Provincial Hall. The uprising leadership did not try to persuade
them to stay. The chairman of the rally had already told them that only people
who could fight to the last might stay.
The number of people who had gathered in the YMCA numbered to over 150.
They joined the uprising leadership based at the operation office. Among them,
over 80 who knew how to deal with weapons, and over 60 were high school students or
young people without any military experience. At least 10 girl students were among them.

B. Sangmu Chungjung Operation
According to military information, the Chungjung operation consisted of five
stages: first (prior to May 17) was riot suppression by the police force, second (May
18-21) was dispersion and suppression by the army under martial law, third (May
22-23) was the interception of streets, and the Gwangju blockade, fourth (May
24-26) was pacification activity and preparation of Sangmu Chungjung, and fifth
(May 27) was the enforcement of the Sangmu Chungjung Operation. At the
counterplanning meeting on the morning of the 21st of May, the New Military
Power decided to rearrange the paratroopers on the outskirts of Gwangju and "to
carry out a mop-up of the Gwangju area after the 23rd of May." They made
preparations in haste to put the final bullet into the Gwangju people's resistance.
They decided to smash the uprising through the Sangmu Chungjung Operation,
the fifth stage of the Chungjung Operation. They arranged to throw one
company of the 11th battalion of the 3rd paratroopers brigade into the Provincial
Hall heavily armed with grenades.

The Portable Equipment of the Special Attack Corps of the 3rd Paratroops Brigade
M16

Grenade

80
140 bullets/ 3/a company
1 rifle

Bulletproof
jacket

1/a person

Gas shell

Stern
grenade

2/a company
(gas mask) 10 in total

Special chemical Osung signal
shell
shell

10 in total

1/a
company

(Material Source: Peace and Democratic Party, The Gwangju Democratic Uprising: A White Book, p. 156).
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7. The Provincial Hall on May 27th, the Last Flame of Daybreak
A. MLF's Plan for Suppressing the Uprising
At six o'clock on the 26th of May, the special attack unit of paratroopers,
completed a preliminary drill "to mop up" the remnants of resistance at the
Provincial Hall. They moved out at 11 p.m., and gathered on the mountain behind
Chosun University around 1:30 a.m. After a final examination of the operation
plan, they secretly infiltrated the Provincial Hall, the YWCA, the Council Building,
and the Tourist Hotel, around 3:30 a.m.

The Units for the Suppression Operation of the Provincial Hall
on May 27th and Its Results
Strength of army
(officer/ranks)

Target spots

Deployment

Completion of
occupation

3rd
paratroops
brigade

14/66

The Provincial
Hall

01:10

05:00

7th
paratroops
brigade

33/224

Gwangju park

01:10

05:06

11th
paratroops
brigade

4/33

Council building
YMCA
Tourist Hotel

01:00

04:40

Total

53/323

The 20th
division

252/4,035

The whole
area of
Gwangju

02:20

05:00

The 31th
division

56/693

04:00

05:00

Total

308/4,728

Infantry
School

24/548

outskirts

04:50

05:30

Armored
School

36/620

outskirts

03:40

05:25

Artillery
School

19/1,522

outskirts

04:48

05:25

Total

79/690

Military units

Special
attack
corps

Attack
corps

Blockade
corps

(Material source: Chung Sang-yong, et al. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising, p. 305).
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B. The Last Stand at the Provincial Hall
At 6:00 p.m. on May 26th, after
a special attack corps of the
paratroopers had completed its
preliminary training to round up
the uprising leadership at the
Provincial Hall, the 1st local
company (Commandant: Captain
Pyun

Jong-shick)

paratroops

of

the

brigade

(Commander:Brigadier General. Choi Se-chang) was assigned to make a surprise
attack on the Provincial Hall. They armed themselves with M16 rifles and
grenades. The 7th and 11th paratroops brigades as well as the 3rd paratroopers
brigade wore general infantry uniforms and bullet-proof jackets instead of
camouflage. The 20th division was also prepared to attack.
The special attack corps concentrated in the mountains behind Chosun
University around 1:30 a.m. on May 27th and secretly advanced toward the
objective points. The local companies of the other paratroopers also started
infiltrating the key points of the city through byways. The 20th division which had
set up a barricade line on the outskirts of Gwangju city began to close the net. The
division moved to the starting line of the attack enveloping the center of the city
by 3:30 a.m.
Meanwhile, the uprising leadership had organized their combat party of about
150 people who were stationed at the YMCA, Gaerim Elementary School, the
Council Building, and around the Provincial Hall, together with the existing
Citizen's Army.
Just before the army undertook their action, they cut the telephone lines
connecting Gwangju and the rest of Chonnam. The uprising leadership realized
that the army had infiltrated the town with the help of information given by
some citizens before the telephone lines were cut. The uprising leadership
declared an emergency at the Provincial Hall and calmly prepared for the last
battle. The information group decided not to inform the citizens of this until the
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last moment.
Park Young-soon and Lee Kyung-hee broadcast information throughout Gwangju
City at the top of their voices from a public information vehicle until 3:00 a.m.:

My fellow citizens, the army is penetrating our city now. Our dear
brothers and sisters are being killed by their guns and bayonets. We will
fight against the army to the last. Let's fight together to the last. We will
defend our Gwangju to the last. Do remember us...!
Their plaintive cries have lingered in Gwangju citizens' minds ever since. The
army's penetration was reported to the operations office minute by minute. The
penetration routes of the army into Gwangju City that night were roughly as
follows:

Outline of the Army's Movements for the Suppression
of the Provincial Hall on the 27th of May.

(Material source: Chung Sang-yong, et al. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising, p. 308.)

Just after 4 a.m., the reports of guns started to reverberate through the town.
The Citizen's Army of the Provincial Hall was positioned in front and back of the
building along the wall by twos and threes. Inside the building, they were
positioned at the first, second, and third floor windows.
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The special attack corps of the 3rd Brigade divided themselves into four groups
and laid siege to the building. As soon as they jumped over the back wall, they
started shooting furiously. Bullets poured from every direction. They rushed into
the building, shooting at random and kicking down doors. The inside of the
building was a pandemonium in an instant. They haphazardly shot guns in any
direction where they saw or heard any people. The shrieks of the people rose
above the sounds of the gunshots. This was "the mop-up operation of rioters"
itself.
By 5:10 a.m., just before dawn, the YMCA, the YWCA, Gaerim Elementary
School, the Council Building, and the Tourist Hotel, had all been completely
suppressed by the army, and the uprising came to an end with the fall of the
Provincial Hall. The special attack corps of the 3rd paratroopers which made sure
that they completely occupied the Provincial Hall returned to the Gwangju Air
Base after they had handed over the Building to the 20th division.
A day already stained with blood dawned. The survivors were classified as
"weapon holders," or "special rioters," and were carried to the military camps. The
army completely suppressed the uprising in about 1 hour and 30 minutes. The
armed fighting of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising in 1980 came to an end in ten
days.

8. The Expansion of the Uprising
With the mass firing in front of the Provincial Hall on May 21st, the uprising
spread beyond Gwangju City to the whole Chonnam area including Hwasun,
Naju, Hampyung, Youngkwang, Kangjin, Mooan, Haenam, and Mokpo. This state
of affairs resulted from the acquisition of a lot of vehicles which the Citizen's Army
came by from the Asia car factory and many other garages on the morning of
May 21st. Originally the demonstrators tried to find their way to Chunju and
Seoul in order to expand the uprising to a nationwide scale. However, their
intention was thwarted because the army, afraid of such an expansion of the
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demonstration, completely blocked the Honam express way and the railways. So
the demonstrators could not advance beyond the cities and counties in the
southwest of Chonnam province.
When we examine the spread of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising, a telling
characteristic can be found. The uprising mainly spread to the southwestern
coastal areas to the south of Gwangju. This was certainly due to the tactics and
strategies of the New Military Power and the army which under martial law tried
to isolate Chonnam province by separating it from other areas. However, there is
also another reason. Most of the people in Chonnam Province sympathized with
the demonstrators who went out of Gwangju on buses. Also the guarding of the
neighboring areas was relatively weak because most of the police power of
Chonnam Province was mobilized for the defense of Gwangju. Although many
people had already heard that the army had cruelly killed people in Gwangju,
they could not do anything but get angry. Then, the demonstrators from
Gwangju led them to participate in practical action.

9. The Gwangju Uprising and the United States
A. The Position of the United States at the Time of the Gwangju
Uprising
On May 22nd, Thomas Ross, a spokesman of the U.S. Department of Defense,
stated that "John Wicom, Commander of the UN Army in Korea and the R.O.K.U.S. Combined Forces," agreed to the requests of the Korean Government who
had asked him for his permission to mobilize part of the Korean army in order to
quell demonstrators. He also stated that "there was no movement of the North
Korean army nor any evidence that they would take advantage of the internal
disturbance of South Korea" (The Donga Ilbo, May 22, 1980, report by Kang InSeoup, a Washington correspondent).
On that very day, Hoarding Carter, a spokesman of the U.S. Department of State
issued a statement about the Gwangju situation as follows:
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The U.S. has deep apprehensions about the disturbance in Gwangju, a
city located in the south of Korea, and urges all the parties concerned to
explore ways toward peaceful solution through self-control and
conversation. In the case that unstable conditions continue and the
violence is aggravated, there may be a need for external force to be
applied to the situation. The U.S. government reemphasizes that it will
resolutely cope with any foreign attempts to take advantage of the present
Korean situation in accordance with the obligations of the R.O.K.-U.S.
Mutual Defense Agreement(The Donga Ilbo, May 22, 1980, a report).
That afternoon, the Policy Regulation Committee (PRC) of the National Security
Council held in the White House decided to send two early alarms--one to
Okinawa and the other to the Coral CV-43 (an aircraft carrier) anchored in Subic
Bay in the Philippines, sending it to the Korean coast.

B. The Transfer of the Authority of Operational Control of the R.O.
K.-U.S. Combined Forces Headquarters
The meaning of these actions of the U.S., the role it played in the Gwangju
armed suppression of the New Military Power and the position it took can be
understood by considering the transfer of operational control over the 20th
division on the 16th of May 1980.
On May 16th, 1980, when Lee Hee-sung, the Chief of the General Staff of the
Army, requested that John Wicom, the Commander of the R.O.K.-U.S. Combined
Forces hand over operational control of the 20th division to maintain order in
Gwangju, he accepted the request. His words were "Your request is approved."
The New Military Power also asked the R.O.K.-U.S. Combined Forces
Headquarters "if the movement of the 20th division to Gwangju City" might be
permitted to quell the riot. Wicom answered, "after he discussed the matter with
the higher officials in Washington, "it is agreed." The U.S. Government also
allowed the R.O.K.-U.S. Combined Forces Headquarters to shift operational
control of one battalion of the 33rd division for the suppression of the Gwangju
Democratic Uprising.
At noon, May 23rd, the Chief of the General Staff of the Army addressed a
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message asking for "the cooperation of the commander of the R.O.K.- U.S.
Combined Forces concerning the transfer of authority of one battalion of the 33rd
division" (cited from the Reference Materials: Operations and Instruction of the
Army Headquarters, kept in the Army Headquarters, No. 0-232). The Commander
of the R.O.K.-U.S. Combined Forces instantly telegraphed back a message of
"approved." Consequently, two battalions of the 101st regiment of the 33rd
division waited for mobilization orders at Seongnam Airbase on May 23rd. But
they did not actually join the operation.
Even though there was no sign of invasion from North Korea at all, the U.S.
Government continued to say that "if the Gwangju situation got worse the North
Korean army might attack." This influenced the isolating of Gwangju politically
and helped to justify the armed suppression by producing an atmosphere of
terror among the people. Accordingly, there is no way to excuse the U.S.'s support
of the New Military Power directly or indirectly after the December 12th coup.
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V. The Meaning of the May 18th Gwangju
Democratic Uprising
1. Revival of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising
Though the streets of
Gwangju City seemed to be
restored to their former
tranquility, the people bereft of
their loved ones, those who
had been lost in the vortex of
the uprising, made it clear that
the uprising was yet to come.
They inaugurated the "5· 18
Bereaved Family Association" the year after the uprising, and they decided that
"they would demand the restoration of the victims' honor and memorialize the
fallen authorities, all united into one". On June 13th, 1982, the people who were
injured during the uprising had their first meeting, and finally, on August 1st of
that year, 18 members gathered at Moojin Church and inaugurated "the
Moodeungsan Social Meeting of those Wounded During the 5·18 Incident" (later
renamed as the Meeting of those Wounded by the May 18th Gwangju
Democratic Uprising). In this way, many other associations related to the May 18th
uprising came into being. They appeared on the scene as a new social movement,
taking the initiative in observing a memorial event in May every year after 1980.
In the meantime, the citizens and students also struggled to keep alive the spirit
of the May Uprising of Gwangju. On May 30th, three days after the Gwangju
Democratic Uprising had been suppressed, Kim Ue-gi, a student of Seogang
University, killed himself by jumping off the building of the Seoul Christian
Association while distributing leaflets which disclosed the real state of the
Gwangju Democratic Uprising. Since then, the effort to inform the public of the
truth about the Gwangju incident has continued unceasingly throughout
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the country.
And also, the first strong protest against the attitude of the United States
Administration which, directly or indirectly helped the New Military Power during
the uprising, occurred in December, 1980, when the Gwangju U. S. Cultural Center
was set on fire. From that time, an anti-U.S. movement continuously spread,
leading to the burning of the Pusan U.S. Cultural Center in March of 1982, and the
stay-in strike within the Seoul U.S. Cultural Center in May of 1985.
The despotism of the 5th Republic was, however, eventually faced with a critical
situation owing to a subsequent uprising in June 1987 which was a people's
campaign for the amendment of the constitution under the banner of direct
election. In the end, the government came to accept the people's demand for
democratization through what is called "the Declaration of June 29". A special
committee for the liquidation of the 5th Republic was formed in 1988 because the
party in power was numerically inferior to the opposition party in the 13th
National Assembly. This change of affairs also offered a chance to the Gwangju
citizens to disclose in detail the true state of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising in
May of 1980 to the public. And so, "a special hearing" was held.
The long campaign for democratization provided an opportunity for the
justification of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising and for the restoration of the
city's honor. Thus, the New Military Power which had interrupted the
democratization process and trampled on the order of constitutionalism, came to
stand trial for their crimes against the people of Gwangju and Korea.

2. The Meaning of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising
The torch of The Gwangju Democratic Uprising which once burned vigorously,
turning the sky crimson, was put out by the army's "Chungjung Operation" early
on the morning of the 27th. However, its spirit has remained as an unignited
flame in the hearts of all the people who survived, now emitting an even brighter light.
It was not a disgrace but an honor, and full of glory. The eternal spirit of the
Gwangju citizens did not spring from either a mere love of their own home town
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or a simple rebellious spirit, but from a deep desire for democracy that even the
oppression of the authorities and their distorted propaganda could not erase.
"The truths of the Gwangju Democratic Uprising" which the Gwangju citizens
experienced in person were as follows:

First of all, almost all the citizens voluntarily
fought in the face of the cruel violence of the
paratroopers. Considering the situation, it was
impossible to participate in the uprising unless
one was ready to risk all things including life.
Nevertheless, the Gwangju citizens resisted
injustice as one body in the name of all Korean
citizens, so it was not just one or two
individuals' heroic uprising, but a whole
people resisting oppression, and it brought
them a glorious victory in the end. Even when
they were denounced by the government as
lowly elements and rioters, the Gwangju citizens went their own way, believing
that their uprising against the inhumane violence of the military was the way to
defend their right to live and to stand for justice.
Secondly, during the whole period of the uprising, Gwangju City coped with the
crisis through humanitarian cooperation. The Gwangju citizens who were making
a living, shared their possessions with each other, and being dependent on each
other, they encouraged each other in their isolated situation. They shared food
with those who were in need of it, donated blood to the wounded, and willingly
helped anyone who was in need of assistance. While the uprising leadership took
pains to remedy the difficult situation, the citizens helped each other get by.
Thirdly, in the course of six days from the time the army retreated till the time
they occupied the city again, the Citizen's Army held command of the city. During
that period the Gwangju people gave full play to their moral consciousness. In
spite of the complete absence of an official public peace and order system, the
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Gwangju citizens maintained peace and order perfectly. Though so many firearms
were in the hands of citizens, no incident took place in which their presence was
abused. Even financial agencies or jeweler's shops, in which crimes are apt to
happen even in ordinary times, were free from any criminal act. We find no
parallel to this case in world history. The Gwangju citizens held on to their mature
consciousness of democracy and community. The Gwangju Democratic Uprising in
May of 1980 can only be seen as a people's uprising for the realization of
democracy. The places attacked by the citizens were only the places symbolizing
the government's power or the mass media's lies.
However, the issue of the battle between the Citizen's Army and the army
under martial law was decided by physical strength, not by justice or morality.
With no outside aid at all, it was quite natural that the Citizen's Army, equipped
only with out-of-date personal weapons, would be defeated by an army armed
with the latest weapons.
Though the Citizen's Army suffered a setback in the end, contrary to all their
expectations, the army who won the battle lost the larger struggle for freedom.
They could not erase the pride deep in the Gwangju citizens' hearts: a pride that
continues to burn brightly.
Though the uprising was not won it has not gone down in the history as a
failure. Rather it teaches us to ruminate upon the past deeply etched in our minds
as a lesson of history.
First of all, with the Gwangju Democratic Uprising the Koreans came to see the
role that the United States had played in this country in a new light. After the
Korean War most Korean people, except for a few socialist groups had seen the
relationship between Korea and the United states as a blood pledge. But as soon
as they came to recognize the fact that the United States had directly or indirectly
supported the New Military Power during "the Gwangju Affair," such a view
rapidly disappeared. And this change resulted into anti-Americanism.
Next, the Gwangju Democratic Uprising brought Korea closer to
democratization. The 5th Republic which had seized power by denying the
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Gwangju democratization movement in the spring of 1980 maintained an
oppressive and authoritative system through dictatorship in order to justify its
usurpation of power and to consolidate its weak position. But the uprising only
heightened the citizens' desire for democracy. In every May after 1980, the
people's desire to destroy the dictatorship was remembered in Gwangju and in all
the large cities in this country. As a result, the despotic system of Chun Doo-whan
was overthrown and Korea began its shift towards democracy, though still at a
slow pace.
Finally, the Gwangju Democratic Uprising gave the people an opportunity to
assert their identities as subjects with civil and political rights. The Gwangju
Democratic Uprising was an unprecedented civil armed uprising which has
changed the flow of modern Korean history. In less than twenty years the
brutality and the exorbitant corruption of the fifth and sixth Republics have been
disclosed all over the world, and at last they were convicted of their crimes in the
name of "history, justice and law."
It was difficult to bare all the historical facts of the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising. Army information and evidences were secretly destroyed during the
seven year rein of the 5th Republic. But the true state of the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising has been proven through the Gwangju special hearing of the National
Assembly, in spite of the fact that it was called into session when the members of
the opposition party were superior in number to the ruling party of the sixth
Republic.
However, the disclosure of the truth was not satisfactory enough to quench the
thirst of the people for justice. In the course of the hearings the government
skillfully glossed over the issues which would directly or indirectly linked people
with the New Army Power or identify those responsible for the military's
brutality.
At the beginning of the civilian government, public prosecutors emphasized
that punishment should be left to history rather than the state. But, as the
national cry for the punishment of those responsible become stronger, public
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prosecutors started a full-scale investigation. They described the people involved
in "the coup d'etat for the first time in the history of a constitutional
government." In this way they were brought to trial for "obliterating
fundamental human rights, the right to live, and the right to resist which are
clearly stated in the constitution." They were "judged by law and justice," not by
history, attracting the attention of the whole world.
In spite of this, the real facts of the case were still not disclosed. The people who
possess the remaining vestiges and thoughts of that moment in history are still
acting and resisting secretly in various fields of our society. However, no matter
how hard they try to distort and conceal the real facts of the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising, inevitably the truth will be disclosed in detail through the power of
justice.
Every May 18th, the Gwangju Democratic Uprising comes to life again as an
uprising of victory conquering yesterday's defeat. In as much as the present
government claims to stand for a civilian role in accordance with the Gwangju
Democratic Uprising and the June uprising of 1987, now is the time to begin
preparing for a new step. The whole nation, as well as the Gwangju citizens,
should embrace the spirit of the May 18th Gwangju Democratic Uprising and
prepare for the future, rather than remaining stuck with the past.
In order to plan and prepare for our future, we must let go of the pain and
distress of the past, and realize our community that unites possibility and
dynamics together. Through the realization of our community which helps and
trusts each other and lives and lets live, the spirit of the Gwangju Democratic
Uprising should shine brightly into tomorrow.
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(Feb. 25, 1979 ~ Feb. 25, 2003)
1979
· 2. 5 : "An Evening for Arrested Writers" is held at the YMCA in Gwangju.
· 3. 1 : Dissent leaders, including Yun Po-sun, Ham Suk-hun and Kim Daejung, form the National Coalition for Democracy and National
Unification.
· 6. 1 : Kim Dae-jung continues to be put under house arrest.
· 6. 15 : Forty-eight inmates at Gwangju Prison, including professor Sung Raewoon and the Rev. Ko Young-keun, launch a hunger strike.
· 8. 11 : Police break up a sit-in protest by 170 workers of YH trading company
at the New Democratic Party. Kim Kyung-suk dies.
· 8. 20 : Cardinal Stephen Kim Sou-hwan leads a Catholic priests' march toward
the Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency.
· 9. 4 : University students in Daegu demonstrate to demand an end to the
Yushin dictatorship. Many are arrested.
· 9. 20 : About 1,000 Seoul National University students clash with riot police
after demanding political freedom.
· 9. 26 : Thousands of students from Korea, Ewha and Yonsei universities stage
a street demonstration.
·10. 4 : Lawmakers of the Democratic Republican Party expels opposition
leader Kim Young-sam from the National Assembly.
·10. 16 : The Pusan and Masan Democratic Uprisings begin. About 5,000
students of Pusan University demonstrate against the military
dictatorship shouting "Do Away with the Yushin System! Down with
the dictatorship!" and march into the street.
·10. 18 : The students of Pusan University and Tonga University march into the
streets and join the citizens, demonstrating on a large scale all together.
The government declare that Pusan will be placed under martial law.
In Masan City, students of Kyungnam University and Masan University
demonstrate against the martial law, destroying the provincial subdivision office of the Republican Party.
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·10. 26 : President Park Chung-hee is shot dead by Kim Jae-kyu, chief of the
Korean Central Intelligence Agency. Martial law is declared throughout
the country, excepting Cheju-do.
·10. 28 : The New Military Power including the following December 12th Coup
detat army and Chun Doo-hwan arrest Chung Seung-hwa, the Chief
of the General Staff, and Commander of the Martial Law Forces. The
shooting has taken place in making a forcible arrest.

1980
· 3. 29 : About 2,000 Chosun University students issue a statement that demands
freedom to student activities.
· 4. 3 : Seoul National University students hold a sit-in protest, demanding
freedom for student activities.
· 4. 21 : About 700 miners in Sabuk clash with the police.
· 4. 24 : Three hundred sixty-one professors from 14 universities in Seoul issue
a statement regarding the unrest at campuses.
· 5. 4 : The National Coalition for Democracy and National Unification issues
a statement that demands freedom to universities and the end to
martial law.
· 5. 14 : Leaders of 27 university student councils decide to stage street
demonstrations.
· 5. 15 : About 70,000 students from 30 universities in Seoul hold street
demonstrations late into the evening.
· 5. 17 : Ninety-five student leaders from 55 universities are detained during a
meeting.
· 5. 18 : Martial law is expanded throughout the entire country, banning
political activities and shutting down universities. Kim Young-sam is
put under house arrest, while Kim Dae-jung and Kim Jong-pil are
detained.
· 5. 18 : The Gwangju Uprising starts. About 600 students from Chonnam
National University throw rocks at the Seventh Special Warfare
Brigade.
· 5. 19 : The military sends the 11thSpecial Warfare Brigade into Gwangju.
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Protests against excessive use of force escalate.
· 5. 20 : More troops arrive from the Third Special Warfare Brigade and the
20th Infantry Division. About 200 drivers mobilize their taxis for a
demonstration on Geumnam Street.
· 5. 21 : Special warfare troops open fire. The militia takes control of the Provincial
Government Office.
· 5. 22 : Protests spread to neighboring cities of Mokpo, Naju, Hwasun and
Haenam.
· 5. 23 : Gen. John Wickam, commander of the Korea-U.S. Combined Forces
Command, agrees to the mobilization of troops to suppress
demonstrations in Gwangju.
· 5. 24 : Having declared "Liberated Gwangju," citizens continue to hold mass
rallies daily.
· 5. 25 : Martial law troops who were pushed out of the city impose a
blockade and kill civilians.
· 5. 26 : The Citizens' Controlling Committee negotiates with martial law officers.
· 5. 27 : About 20,000 troops take control of the Provincial Government Office
and other parts of the city through a bloody operation.
· 8. 16 : Acting President Choi Kyu-hah, who headed the interim government,
resigns.
· 8. 21 : Military leaders recommend Chun Doo-hwan as the next president.
· 8. 27 : Chun Doo-hwan is elected the nation's 11th president.
· 9. 17 : A court martial sentences Kim Dae-jung to death for rebellious
activities and violating the National Security Law.
·11. 14 : Dong-a and Dong Yang Broadcasting companies are merged into KBS.
Some national and local newspapers are shut down.

1981
·1. 28 : President Chun Doo-hwan visits the United States at the invitation of
President Ronald Reagan.
· 2. 25 : Chun Doo-hwan, of the Democratic Justice Party, is elected the 12th
president.
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1982
· 3. 18 : A group of university students, including Mun Bu-sik, set fire to the U.S.
Information Service building in Busan.
· 4. 8 : Five people, including Father Choi Ki-sik, a Roman Catholic priest, are
arrested for helping Kim Hyun-jang hide. Kim was involved in the attack
on the Busan USIS.
· 4. 16 : A Roman Catholic committee headed by Stephen Cardinal Kim Sou-hwan
issues a statement that says Father Choi did his best as a priest.
· 8. 10 : Mun bu-sik and Kim Hyun-jang are sentenced to death.
·10. 12 : Park Gwan-hyun, who led the Chonnam National University Student
Council during the Gwangju Uprising, dies in Gwangju Prison.
·10. 23 : Kim Dae-jung leaves for the United States after being released from jail.

1983
· 5. 18 : Kim Young-sam launches a hunger strike.
· 9. 22 : The U.S. Information Service in Daegu is attacked with the use of a
home-made bomb.
·12. 21 : The government allows students who were expelled from universities
for anti-government activities to be reinstated for the spring semester
of 1984.

1984
· 3. 24 : Seoul National University allows students to form a committee to expand
on-campus freedom.
· 4. 13 : Students from 55 universities across the country demonstrate to demand
campus freedom.
· 5. 18 : The Committee for Promoting Democratization is inaugurated.
·10. 24 : About 6,400 police troopers enter Seoul National University at the request
of university officials.
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·11. 3 : An official ceremony for "Students Day" is held for the first time in 11 years.
·11. 3 : Student leaders from 42 universities gather at Yonsei University to form
a national coalition for anti-dictatorship and pro-democracy struggle.
·11. 13 : A group of Seoul National University students demonstrates at Guro Industrial Complex, demanding guarantee of labor rights.

1985
· 1. 7 : Twenty-two dissidents, including Ham Suk-hun, Bishop Chi Hak-sun and
the Rev. Kim Jae-jun, form a forum of dissident leaders.
· 2. 8 : Kim Dae-jung returns home and is greeted by about 50,000 supporters.
· 2. 25 : The Catholic Committee for Justice and Peace launches a campaign against the Basic Press Act.
· 4. 17 : Twenty-six student leaders from 26 universities form the National Federation of Students.
· 5. 17 : About 38,000 students from 80 universities hold a violent demonstration,
demanding investigations into the military massacre of civilians in Gwangju.
· 5. 23：Students end the occupation of the U.S. Information Service in Seoul.
· 5. 29 : Novelist Hwang Sok-yong is detained by police over his documentary work
"Beyond Death, Beyond the Darkness of the Times."
· 8. 1 : A group of 401 writers issues a statement that demands freedom of expression.
· 8. 15 : Hong Gi-il, a labor activist, burns himself to death in Gwangju.
·10. 17 : About 60 dissidents, including the Rev. Moon Ik-hwan, form a committee
on tortures of pro-democracy activists and fabrication of communist charges against activists.
·11. 21 : About 2,000 students from 10 universities in Seoul hold a rally, demanding
an end to dictatorship and the repeal of the Fifth Republic Constitution.
·12. 2 : Ten students from Chonnam National University and Chonbuk National
University occupy the U.S. Information Service in Gwangju. They demand
that the United States stop pressuring Korea to open its markets.
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1986
· 2. 11 : The Korean National Council of Churches and other Christian organizations
launch a campaign to boycott KBS TV's viewing fees.
· 3. 1 : A total of 125 Roman Catholic churches in the Seoul Diocese hold simultaneous prayers for justice and peace.
· 4. 7 : The Korean Bar Association forms a study group that deals with the constitutional amendment and demand revision of the Constitution.
· 4. 16 : A group of 43 Chonnam National University professors issues a statement
that calls for democracy.
· 4. 28 : Seoul National University students Lee Jae-ho and Kim Se-jin burn themselves to death, shouting "No to war!" and "No to nuclear weapons!"
· 5. 3 : A total of 129 people are arrested after about 5,000 students and workers
clashed with riot police in Incheon.
· 5. 8 : A group of Christian ministers issues a statement that demands democracy.
· 5. 9 : A total of 152 Buddhist priests of the Jogye Order issue a statement on
democracy.
· 5. 10 : A total of 546 members of the YMCA Secondary School Teachers' Association issue a statement that demands democratization in education.
· 5. 14 : About 2,000 students from six universities in Jeolla Province form an
alliance.
· 5. 16 : About 2,000 bereaved family members of the victims of the Gwangju
Uprsing take to Geumnam Street after celebrating Mass at Nam-dong
Catholic Church in Gwangju.
· 5. 17 : University students from across the country hold demonstrations in commemoration of the Gwangju Uprising.
· 5. 18 : About 1,000 students and bereaved families hold a demonstration after
a ceremony at Mangwoldong Cemetery in memory of the victims of the
May 18 Gwangju Uprising.
· 5. 18 : About 1,000 young Roman Catholics take to the streets after celebrating
Mass at Myongdong Cathedral.
· 5. 20 : Seoul National University student Lee Dong-su burns himself to death
during a lecture by the Rev. Moon Ik-hwan. He shouted, "U.S. Imperialists
Go Away."
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· 5. 27 : A memorial monument for the Gwangju Uprising is set up at Hanshin
University, the first at a university.
· 5. 31 : About 350 teachers hold a rally at Myongdong Cathedral, vowing to
produce an educational system that is independent of political power.
· 6. 21 : A total of 229 members of the Honam YMCA Secondary School Teachers'
Association hold a rally for democracy in education at the Catholic Center
in Gwangju.
· 8. 12 : About 10 bereaved family members of activists who killed themselves
form an association.
· 9. 7 : About 2,000 Buddhist monks of the Jogye Order demonstrate at the
Haein Temple.
·10. 28 : About 2,000 students from 26 universities start a sit-in protest at Konkuk
University after launching a national alliance.

1987
· 1. 14 : Seoul National University student Park Jong-chul is tortured to death
during a police investigation.
· 2. 7 : Police arrest 799 demonstrators in major cities. They defied a ban that
was placed on memorial services for Park Jong-chul.
· 4. 10 : Kim Dae-jung is put under house arrest.
· 4. 13 : In a special address, President Chun Doo-hwan says he would hand over
power under the current Constitution instead of electing the next president in a direct vote.
· 4. 14 : Stephen Cardinal Kim Sou-hwan criticizes Chun's April 13 address in his
Easter message. The Korean National Council of Churches also criticizes
Chun's decision not to amend the Constitution.
· 4. 21 : Thirteen Roman Catholic priests in Gwangju start a hunger strike, demanding the amendment of the Constitution for direct election of the
next president.
· 4. 27 : About 40 Catholic priests in Seoul, 19 Protestant ministers in Jeollanamdo and about 80 Catholic nuns in Gwangju join the hunger strike.
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· 4. 29 : A total of 193 writers and critics issue a statement that demands election
of the next president through a direct popular vote. Sixteen Catholic
priests also issue a statement.
· 5. 17 : Ceremonies and memorial services marking the seventh anniversary of
the Gwangju Uprising are held at Mangwoldong Cemetery and 62 universities nationwide.
· 5. 20 : About 90 Buddhist monks and laypeople hold a sit-in demonstration at
Gaeun Temple to protest against the police raid of Wongak Temple in
Gwangju.
· 5. 23 : A total of 134 dissidents, including the Rev. Park Hyung-kyu, Song Kunho and professor Song Rae-un, form a national committee that deals
with the murder of Park Jong-chul. They decide to hold a rally on June 10.
· 5. 27 : A total of 2,191 people, including members of the Democratic Party,
Catholics, Protestants and dissidents, launch a coalition for the direct
election of the next president.
· 5. 27 : The Seoul National University Student Council decides to boycott classes
and demands an investigation into Park Jong-chul's death. It also calls
for the withdrawal of Chun's April 13 announcement not to amend the
Constitution.
· 5. 30 : Eighteen women's groups launch an alliance to battle KBS TV's viewing
fees.
· 6. 10 : A total of 3,851 students are detained by the police after pro-democracy
demonstrations swept through 18 major cities nationwide. The demonstrations became known as the June 10 Pro-Democracy Movement.
· 6. 11 : About 350 demonstrators who participated in the previous day's demonstrations continue to protest at Myongdong Cathedral.
· 6. 18 : A national pro-democracy alliance holds rallies in major cities to demand
an end to the use of tear gas.
· 6. 20 : A total of 105 teachers from 51 middle and high schools in Seoul issue a
statement that demands democracy in education.
· 6. 22 : About 70 professors from 30 universities form a national association.
· 6. 26 : Demonstrations in 37 cities draw the largest number of people since June
10. Police round up 3,467 demonstrators.
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· 6. 29 : Roh Tae-woo, executive chairman of the ruling Democratic Justice Party,
issues the June 29 Declaration, which promises direct election of the next
president, amnesty to Kim Dae-jung and six other democratic reform
measures.
· 7. 5 : Yonsei University student Lee Han-yeol, who was hit by a tear gas shell
during the June 9 demonstration, dies.
· 7. 10 : President Chun steps down as president of the Democratic Justice Party.
· 7. 21 : About 80 professors from 28 universities launch a national alliance.
· 8. 19 : About 3,500 students from 95 universities form a national coalition.
· 8. 22 : Lee Suk-kyu, who worked for Daewoo Shipyard on Geoje Island,dies
after being hit by a police-fired tear gas shell.
·10. 27 : The constitutional amendment for direct election of the president is
approved in a referendum, with 93.1 percent of voters in support.
·10. 28 : Kim Dae-jung announces his presidential bid and plans to create a new
political party.
·11. 18 : About 700 students from 16 universities hold a rally at Konkuk University
to thwart Roh's move to succeed Chun.
·12. 16 : Voters cast ballots to elect the nation's 13th president.

1988
· 2. 25 : Roh Tae-woo is inaugurated as the nation's 13th president.
· 4. 1 : About 9,000 workers at Daewoo Shipyard launch a strike, demanding a
pay raise.
· 5. 15 : Seoul National University student Cho Seong-man jumps to his death at
Myongdong Cathedral. He demanded the immediate release of dissidents.
· 5. 16 : The committee for Gwangju Uprising's memorial monument and commemorative events issues a statement, demanding investigations into
the crackdown on the Uprising and the legislation of a special act to restore the victims' honor.
· 5. 29 : Human rights lawyers launch the Lawyers for a Democratic Society.
· 6. 10 : Police thwart a meeting between North and South Korean students.
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· 6. 10 : Police thwart a meeting between North and South Korean students.
· 6. 14 : About 1,200 students from three universities, including Korea University,
hold a unification rally at Imjingak.
· 9. 8 : Twenty-one teachers in Yeosu form the nation's first association of primary school teachers.
·10. 25 : A committee on Samcheong Education Camp demands the appointment
of an independent panel to investigate the operation of a prison-like
social rehabilitation program.
·10. 27 : A group of Buddhists marks the eighth anniversary of the excessive use
of police force during a demonstration at a temple. They demand investigations and punishments for responsible officials.
·11. 17 : About 10,000 farmers demonstrate in Yeuido against the opening of the
domestic farm market.
·11. 21 : About 10,000 teachers hold a rally in Yeuido, demanding a democratic
revision of education laws.
·11. 26 : Kwon Young-khil is elected the first president of the National Union of
Media Workers, which comprises the labor unions of 41 news media
companies.

1989
· 1. 16 : Choi Young-sin, a sergeant of special warfare forces during the Gwangju
Uprising, makes a "declaration of conscience,"which discloses the brutality
of the military.
· 1. 18 : About 50 Chonnam National University students and about 200 Chosun
University students raid the U.S. Information Service and the local prosecutors' office in Gwangju, respectively.
· 1. 21 : The National Alliance for National and Democratic Movement is launched.
· 2. 23 : The National Federation of University Student Councils announces its plan
to participate in an international youth festival in Pyongyang.
· 3. 1 : The National Federation of Farmers' Movement is launched.
· 3. 25 : The Rev. Moon Ik-hwan makes a surprise visit to North Korea.
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· 5. 3 : Six riot policemen are killed while suppressing a student demonstration
at Dong-Eui University in Busan. The university is shut down.
· 5. 10 : Chosun University student Lee Cheol-kyu is found dead.
· 5. 18 : A group of 854 professors from seven universities in Gwangju and Jeollanam-do demand punishment for those responsible for the 1980 massacre in Gwangju.
· 5. 28 : The Korean Teachers and Education Workers'Union elects Yoon Youngkyu, a physical education teacher at Chonnam Physical Education High
School, as its first president. Twenty-six leaders launch a hunger strike at
the Democratic Party to demand legalization of the union and the release
of detained teachers.
· 6. 21 : About 200 people, including film directors and actors, hold a rally at Daehangno to protest the direct distribution of U.S. films by the UIP.
· 6. 24 : About 400 Chosun University students raid the local prosecutors' office
in Gwangju, demanding investigations into the cause of Lee Cheol-kyu's
death.
· 6. 30 : Lim Soo-kyung, a representative of the National Federation of University
Student Councils, arrives in Pyongyang to participate in an international
youth festival.
· 7. 7 : Lim Soo-kyung and Kim Chang-ryong, chairman of the North Korean
Student Committee, issue a joint statement.
· 7. 19 : About 30 Buddhist monks, including the Rev. Jinwan, form a committee
against the suppression of Buddhism and demand the release of the Rev.
Jiseon and other Buddhists taken into police custody.
· 7. 20 : About 15,000 students from 23 high schools in Gwangju join teachers for
rallies at Chonnam National University and Daedong High School to
protest the disciplinary actions taken against members of the teachers'
union.
· 7. 26 : Father Moon Kyu-hyun, a Roman Catholic priest, arrives in Pyongyang
to escort Lim Soo-kyung back home.
· 7. 27 : Im Soo-Kyung and Father Mun Kyu-Hyeon begin a hunger strike at
P'anmungak, demanding passing through P'anmunjom. Twenty Fathers
of Catholic Priests' Association for Justice(CPAJ) in Korea, who head for
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P'anmunjom are arrested.
· 8. 1 : The Doctors for Humanitarianism claims that residents in Yeonggwang
were contaminated by radiation that leaked from a nuclear reactor.
· 8. 5 : Byun Hyung-yoon and 46 other Seoul National University professors
demand the government not to oppress the Korean Teachers and Education Workers' Union.
· 8. 15 : Lim Soo-kyung and Father Moon Kyu-hyun return to South Korea via
Panmunjeom.
· 8. 30 : The trade unions of KBS, MBC and CBS broadcasting networks form a
committee to repeal existing broadcasting laws.

1990
·5. 18 ~ 27 : A total of 41 organizations hold events commemorating the Gwangju Uprising.

1991
· 4. 26 : Myongji University student Gang Gyeong-dae is killed by riot police
troopers during a demonstration.
·5. 26 : About 200,000 people attend the funeral of Park Seung-hi, a Chonnam
National University student who burned himselfto death. A total of 13
people died during pro-democracy demonstrations in May. The dead
include Gang Gyeong-dae, Park Seung-hiKim Young-gyun, Cheon Seyong, Park Chang-soo, Kim Gi-seol, Yoon Yong-ha, Lee Jeong-soon,
Kim Chul-soo, Jeong Sang-soon, Kim Gui-jeong, Lee Jin-hee, and Seok
Gwang-soo.

1992
·5. 19 : Kim Young-sam, of the Democratic Liberal Party, is elected a presidential
candidate.
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·5. 26 : Kim Dae-jung, of the Democratic Party, is elected a presidential candidate.

1993
·2. 25 : Kim Young-sam is sworn in as the nation's 14th president. He launches the "Civilian Government."
·3. 18 : Demonstrators block President Kim Young-sam from visiting Mangwoldong Cemetery. The protesters were angered by his comment:
"Let the truth stay in the care of history." Five principles for the May 18
Issues, such as inquiry into the truth, punishment of the responsible persons, collective compensation, restoring honor, and memorial projects,
are established.

1994
·A campaign is launched to indict those responsible for the military massacre of
civilians during the Gwangju Uprising.
· 8. 30 : The May 18 Memorial Foundation is established.
·10. 19 : Lawmaker Kim Sang-hyun and 22 bereaved family members
of Gwangju victims ask prosecutors to investigate Chun Doo-hwan,
Roh Tae-woo and eight others, charging them with mutiny, treason and
murder.

1995
·July : A committee is formed to seek justice against those who played leading
roles in the Gwangju massacre. About 150 people participate in a sit-in
protest at Myongdong Cathedral.
The Lawyers for a Democratic Society files perjury charges against seven
people, including Chun Doo-hwan and Lee Hee-seong.
·7. 24 : Chung Dong-nyun asks the Constitutional Court to make a judgment on
the prosecution's decision not to indict Chun Doo-hwan and Roh Tae-woo.
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·August : A campaign is launched to collect signatures for the enactment of a
special law that aims to indict those responsible for the May 18 massacre.
·11. 24 : President Kim Young-sam orders the Democratic Liberal Party to seek
passage of the May 18 Special Act.
·12. 3 : Former President Chun Doo-hwan is arrested in connection with the Dec.
12, 1979 military coup and the May 18 massacre after he rejected a
summons by the prosecution.
·12. 5 : The Supreme Prosecutors'Office indicts Roh Tae-woo on charges of receiving 290 billion won in illegal funds from business tycoons.
·12. 12 : President Kim Young-sam issues a special statement, naming the investigations of Chun and Roh "righting the wrongs of history," and calling
for the elimination of the legacy of military dictatorship and coups.
·12. 19 : The National Assembly passes the Special Act on the May 18 Gwangju
Democratization Uprising.

1996
· 1. 8 : The Seoul Prosecutors'Office announces the discovery of about 10 billion
won hidden by Chun Doo-hwan.
· 1. 12 : The prosecution announces that Chun amassed a total of 950 billion won
in illegal funds during his term in office. About 215.9 billion won of it
was bribe.
· 1. 17 : The Seoul Prosecutors' Office seeks arrest warrants for five people --Yoo
Hak-sung, Hwang Young-si, Chang Se-dong, Lee Hak-bong and Choi
Se-chang --for their roles in the Dec. 12, 1979 coup.
· 1. 23：The prosecution indicts Chun and Roh on charges of mutiny and treason.
· 1. 30 : The prosecution seeks arrest warrants for three lawmakers -- Chung
Ho-yong, Huh Sam-soo and Huh Hwa-pyung - on treason charges.
· 3. 11 : The "Trial of the Century" begins at the Seoul District Criminal Court with
the first hearing on Chun and Roh.
· 3. 18 : The second hearing is held. Chun testifies that he arrested Army Chief of
Staff Chung Sung-hwa without authorization from President Choi Kyu-hah.
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· 8. 5 : The prosecution demands the death sentence for Chun and life imprisonment for Roh.
·10. 7 : The Los Angeles Times reports that the United States authorized the
mobilization of military units under the Korea-U.S. Combined Forces
Command to quell the Gwangju Uprising. It also says that U.S. President
Jimmy Carter sent a special envoy to Chun to express his support for the
plan to mobilize military forces.
·11. 11 : The Seoul High Court issues an injunction to summon former President
Choi Kyu-hah, who refused to testify on the Dec. 12, 1979 coup and the
Gwangju Uprising.
·12. 23 : Chun and Roh decide not to appeal to the Supreme Court.

1997
· 4. 17 : Chun Doo-hwan receives life imprisonment, and Roh Tae-woo is sentenced to 17 years in prison on the conviction of amassing illegal funds.
· 4. 29 : May 18 is designated as a national commemoration day.
· 5. 16 : The ceremony for the completion of the new May 18 Cemetery is held
in Unjeong-dong, Buk-gu, Gwangju City.
· 5. 18 : The government observes the first official commemoration ceremony of
the May 18 Democratic Uprising.
·12. 20 : President Kim Young-sam and President-elect Kim Dae-jung agree to
pardon Chun and Roh and work together in having smooth transition
of power.
·12. 22 : President Kim Young-sam pardons Chun, Roh and 17 others who had
been serving prison terms in connection with the Dec. 12, 1979, coup,
the Gwangju Uprising and slush funds.

1998
·2. 25 : Kim Dae-jung is sworn in as the nation's 15th president. He launches the
"Government of the People."
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1999
·May : The May 18 Freedom Park is opened.

2000
· 5. 18 : President Kim Dae-jung attends the ceremony marking the 20th
anniversary of the May 18 Democratic Uprising.
·6. 15 : President Kim Dae-jung and North Korean leader Kim Jong-il sign the
June 15 South-North Joint Declaration after holding a summit in
Pyongyang.
·12. 10 : President Kim wins the Nobel Peace Prize.

2001
· May : The May 18 Memorial Center is opened.
·12. 21 : The government drafts a special act to compensate and restore honor to
the victims of the Gwangju Uprising.

2002
·7. 27 : The May 18 Cemetery becomes a national cemetery under the special
act for the victims of the Gwangju Uprising.

2003
· 2. 25 : Roh Moo-hyun is sworn in as the nation's 16th president. He launches
the "Participatory Government."

2004
· 1. 20 : The revised law on the honorable treatment for meritorious persons of
May 18 Democratic Uprising is promulgated.
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It was not a disgrace
but an honor, and full of glory.
The torch of The Gwangju Democratic Uprising which once burned
vigorously, turning the sky crimson, was put out by the army's
"Chungjung Operation" early on the morning of 27th May 1980.
However, its spirit has remained as an ignited flame in the hearts of all
the people who survived, now emitting an even brighter light.
It was not a disgrace but an honor full of glory. The eternal spirit of
the Gwangju citizens did not spring from a mere love of their town :
First of all, most all the citizens voluntarily fought against the cruel
violence of the paratroopers ;
Secondly, during the whole period of the uprising people of Gwangju
City coped with the crisis through cooperation ;
Thirdly, in the course of six days from the time the army retreated
untill the time they re-occupied the city, it was the bravery of the
Citizen's Army that held command of the city.
Though the uprising was not won, it has not gone down in the
history as a failure. Rather, it teaches us to ruminate and learn from its
lesson.
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